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Forty Days Of Purpose:
] Properly Prepared & Pursuing God’s Plans ]
Acts 1:1-11 with support from John 14-16
—— ——/

A Supplement To Encourage Additional Study
& Enrich Our Understanding Of God’s Word

Some Relevant Statements About Our Lord’s Ascension Into Heaven

“The task of the Church after Jesus' resurrection and ascension was to
proclaim the forgiveness of sins to all nations.” = —Charles Stanley

“There are several events from the life of Christ that easily come to our
minds as significant. We could include His birth, His death & resurrection,
His baptism, His temptation, & His final Passover meal with His disciples to
name a few. It seems to me that His ascension into Heaven receives far less
attention than it should. It’s important for many reasons, but one of the
most specific would be that even though He’s in Heaven right now, He’s
very aware of what takes place in our lives and based on 1 John 2, He’s
always defending everyone who has trusted in Him as Savior & Lord,
pleading our case to the Father!” —GAD

“Jesus' ascension, not just His death and resurrection, marks the
completion of His earthly mission and the beginning of the Great
Commission.” —Alistair Begg

“The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ marks the beginning of His reign
in heaven and His ongoing work of intercession and preparation for His
return.” —Erwin Lutzer

“How does Christ’s ascension to heaven benefit us? First, Christ is our Ad-
vocate in heaven in the presence of his Father. Second, we have our own
flesh in heaven as a sure pledge that Christ our head will also take us, his
members, up to Himself. Third, He sends his Spirit to us on earth as a cor-
responding pledge. By the Spirit’s power we seek not earthly things but
the things above, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand.” —The
Heidelberg Catechism

“By His ascension Christ establishes the Church, granting gifts to it for its
preservation and advancement.” —selected from an anonymous list

“Following His ascension, Jesus continues to work for us, and to be our
High Priest at the right hand of the Father, providing hope and
encouragement to believers. Christ will come again and we must look to
Scripture, not human thought, for our guide to preparing.”

—David Jeremiah

“Since Jesus has ascended into Heaven, God is able to take your life, with
all of the heartache, all of the pain, all of the regret, all of the missed
opportunities, and use you for His glory.” —Chuck Swindoll

—Some Thoughts to Introduce This Week’s Devotional Study:

—Recently | sent a text to someone where | made this statement, “Each
year when we celebrate the victory we have in Christ’s death, burial,
resurrection, & ascension, I’'m struck by the sense that for a couple weeks
we focus so much attention on what happened 2000 years ago, but it
seems as if we don’t ask ourselves about the continual impact it has on us
thru out the rest of the year.” | recognize that we participate in the Lord’s
Memorial Supper several times during the year & | imagine that most of
us find encouragement in the reminders found in God’s Word, but it’s al-
so true that our contemporary culture doesn’t provide a lot of guidance
with respect to deepening our faith in the Lord.

—This devotional helps us take a closer look at Jesus’ final instructions to
His followers before He ascended into Heaven. It also provides some
insights about the benefits we enjoy because Jesus has ascended.

—1— This study is based on Acts 1:1-11, but the background of what we
read in Acts comes from John 14-16. Here’s a very brief summary of what
Jesus told His disciples about the Holy Spirit in these 3 chapters.

1. John 14 = Jesus promised:
—I’'m going away to prepare a place for My disciples!
—/I'll ask the Father to give you the Spirit of Truth to reside in you!
2. John 15 = Jesus warned:
—Without My help from the Spirit of Truth, you won’t succeed!
—The world will hate you because they hated Me first!
3. John 16 = Jesus encouraged His disciples:
—Because I’'m going away, you are filled with sorrow;
—But it’s to your advantage that | go, because if | don’t go, the
Helper (Holy Spirit) can’t come.
—Butiflgo, | will send Him to you & He will guide you in Truth!



—Please notice what Jesus told His followers in John 16:5-7 & 12-13.

5 "But now | am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me,
'Where are You going?' 6 But because | have said these things to you, sor-
row has filled your heart. 7 But | tell you the truth, it is to your advantage
that | go away; for if | do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but
if I go, I will send Him to you.” ...12 "I have many more things to say to you,
but you cannot bear them now. 13 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes,
He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initia-
tive, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you
what is to come.

—Believers are never commanded to be baptized with the Spirit, but
rather to walk in the Spirit and to be filled with the Spirit. Why is this
distinction important? To what extent (if any) does the Spirit guide us
thru our personal thoughts, impressions, or feelings, or Bible study?

—2— Please carefully read & observe Acts 1:1-8. Here are a few helpful
insights from the NET Bible to help our understanding.
“Jesus was taken up at His ascension, also recorded in Luke 24:51. The or-
ders that He had given His apostles were that they should remain in
Jerusalem for a temporary time. Then they should go out into the whole
world to herald the good news of salvation. Apostles are by definition sent
ones. This term here has a specific reference to the few disciples to whom
Jesus gave this command personally. Their calling was unique; these men
laid the foundation of the church. All Christians are apostles in the sense
that Christ has sent all of us on this mission. Yet the 12 apostles (& Paul)
were a unique group with special powers the Lord didn’t give to the rest.”
—Notes from the NET Bible

“The Greek word translated proofs, occurs only here in the Bible. It
refers to proof by undeniable evidence as contrasted with proof simply
claimed by a witness. Luke emphasized that Jesus Christ’s resurrection
was beyond dispute. As 40 days of temptation in the wilderness preceded
Jesus’ earthly ministry, so He introduced His present ministry with a 40-
day period of preparation. Jesus’ baptism with the Spirit occurred before
his 40-day test, whereas the reverse order of events appears here in Acts.
God had instructed Moses for 40 days on Mt. Sinai in preparation for
Israel’s mission in the world. Now Jesus instructed the Apostles for 40

days in preparation for the church’s mission in the world.”
—Notes from the NET Bible

“The Old Testament associated Spirit baptism with the beginning of
the messianic (millennial) kingdom. It was natural therefore that the
disciples would ask if that kingdom was about to begin in view of Jesus’
promise that the Spirit would baptize them in a few days. Jesus did not
correct the disciples for believing that the messianic kingdom would
come. He only corrected their assumptions that they could know when

the kingdom would begin and that it would begin in a few days.”
—Notes from the NET Bible

“The key to the apostles’ successful fulfillment of Jesus’ command was
their baptism & indwelling by the Holy Spirit. Baptism = immersed or
dipped with the result being identified with something. In this case it
means being influenced by God’s Spirit. Without this divine power they
would only have been able to follow Jesus’ example, but with it Jesus
could literally continue to do His work and teach His words through them.
Consequently their preparation for the baptism of the Spirit was very im-
portant.” —Notes from the NET Bible

—What personal thoughts come to your mind when you read that Jesus
presented Himself alive with convincing proofs? How can we use the
reality or fact of the resurrection in presenting the Gospel to someone?

—The apostles were successful in their efforts as witnesses for Jesus. We
wouldn’t be followers of Christ is they had failed. What does this teach us
about the necessity of being witnesses to our culture?

—We also need to depend on the Spirit’s power when we witness, yet we
also need to use persuasion. Where do we find the balance between
relying on God to help us & being bold enough to speak the truth about the
meaning of the Gospel? At what point are we making a mistake by using
too much persuasion?

—The disciples were preoccupied with political concerns: Israel was under
Roman rule & the Lord wanted to get their attention on being His
witnesses. If we would also read what took place in John 21, we find that
Peter persuaded the others to go fishing. Jesus met them on the shore &
lovingly confronted Peter about his priorities. What personal lessons
could we learn from how Jesus responded to their questions about the
timing of the Kingdom? Is it possible for us to be too caught up with
priorities that distract us from the tasks that God wants us to fulfill? How
can we accurately determine the type of priorities God wants us to have?



