
Connecting The Dots Between God’s Control & Our Conduct
A Series Of Studies About Joseph’s Life (Genesis 37–50)

Our Foundation, Our Focus, Our Forgiveness, & Our Future:
Gripped By God’s Glorious Grace & Goodness

Genesis 50:1–26; Psalm 33; Ecclesiastes 3; 2 Thessalonians 3:16

—Introducing today’s message: Pastor Adrian Rogers (1931–2005) made
this statement near the end of his amazing ministry, “We’re living in
strange days, are we not? When I see what’s happening to this world, if I
didn’t know the Lord Jesus Christ, I’m not sure what I would do. Yet,
knowing the Bible & Bible prophecy, when I see all these things coming
to pass, they don’t shake me. Sometimes they grieve me, sometimes
they sadden me, but they don’t shake me. That’s because I know God’s
Word. I know they’re a fulfillment of prophecy. I can say with all the
saints, ‘Praise God, it’s getting gloriously dark.’” Today is the final sermon
in this series of studies & we’ll be taking one more observant look at how
God’s sovereign plan provides us with a confident assurance that He is
working to bring about what’s best for all who love & trust Him.
—Some background details that help us understand Genesis 50:
1} Before Jacob was reunited with Joseph in Egypt, his perspective about
   life & death displayed a bitter attitude. The only  woman (Rachel) he
   ever loved died when she gave birth to Benjamin. Joseph, his favorite
   son was presumed to be dead. When this happened, he refused to be
   comforted. When Benjamin had to go to Egypt, Jacob said, “If harm
   should come to him, then you will bring my grey hair down to Sheol in
   sorrow!” When he saw Joseph, he said he was “now ready to  die.”
2} Even though Jacob thought he was ready to die, God had other plans.
   Jacob lived another 17 years in Egypt and Moses gave more details
   about his death & burial than any death recorded in scripture except
   for the death & burial of our Lord Jesus!
3} Jacob gave precise instructions about where he wanted to be buried.
   It should be noted that even though the Egyptians’ system for burial
   was the best in the world, Jacob was most concerned about being
   buried in the land where God had promised to his family!
4}  Joseph mourned his father’s death & the Egyptians also demonstrated
   deep respect for Jacob. It’s likely that Joseph’s brothers grieved their
   father’s death, but the text suggests that they were more concerned
   about how Joseph would treat them after their father was gone.

—Observing what God’s Spirit prompted Moses to reveal to us:

1    Genesis 50:1–14

—Joseph’s EMOTIONAL RESPONSE    to his father’s death

—Joseph’s EMBALMING REPLACEMENT

—Joseph’s ESSENTIAL REQUEST     to Pharaoh

—Joseph’s EGYPTIAN RETURN     to Canaan

2   Genesis 50:15–21

—Joseph’s brothers’ EMOTIONAL RESPONSE    to their
    father’s death

—Joseph’s EXPRESSIVE REACTION    to their distrust & disbelief

—Joseph’s EXCELLENT REPLY     to comfort their fears

3   Genesis 50:22–26

—Joseph’s EXCEPTIONAL REPUTATION

—Joseph’s ENCOURAGING REMINDER
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—PERSONAL REFLECTIONS & APPLICATIONS
THAT ENCOURAGE OUR FAITH

—1— Observing Joseph’s FAITH & FAITHFULNESS

When we consider what Joseph experienced during his life, his faith in
the Lord was especially remarkable. At 17 years old, he landed in Egypt as
a slave. There was no one to mentor, encourage, or disciple him, but
even though his faith was tested, he never faltered. He held tightly to the
truth that God revealed to him: God was with Joseph! Psalm 33:18–22

—2— Observing Joseph’s FOUNDATION

True authentic & genuine faith is always grounded on the infallible Word
of God. God’s Word came to Joseph thru the dreams & God fulfilled his
dreams. He was also aware of the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, &
Jacob. Joseph trusted in God’s promises! We have God’s inspired Word in
written form, & that should be our foundation of Truth! Psalm 119:9-11

—3— Observing Joseph’s FORGIVENESS

Joseph forgave his brothers! That would have been impossible if Joseph
didn’t recognize & understand God’s sovereign purpose in what he
experienced. But we should recognize that he didn’t know exactly how or
when God was going to set His plan in motion. But He TRUSTED God! He
also recognized that God was not only sovereign in His plans & purposes,
he realized that God was sovereign in His role & right to judge. God has
instructed us to hold each other accountable, but we aren’t the ones
who administer judgment. The Lord is the Judge.

—4— Observing Joseph’s FOCUS ON THE FUTURE

Joseph kept his eye on what God had promised. He encouraged his family
to believe that God would take care of the sons of Israel. He knew that
God would keep His oath to Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob. We also should
take note of God’s promises & prophecies. God will always keep His
Word!

Some Relevant Quotes & Discussion Questions to Help us Dig Deeper
—“The most remarkable aspect of Joseph’s life was his faithful trust in
the Lord throughout a variety of experiences! He provides an amazing
example of someone who consistently recognized that God was at work
in the midst of everything that happened! ” —GAD
—“We must always remember that all that really matters is what
matters forever!” —Erwin Lutzer
—“Joseph conquered the temptation of resentment by being open &
honest about his brothers’ intention to harm him while also realizing that
he wasn’t their Judge. He admonished them for their sin, but didn’t hold
a grudge!”   ―selected
—“In his final words, Joseph encouraged those he left behind with a
strong reminder of the covenant promise of God to His people!”
―Alistair Begg

Please carefully read Genesis 49–50 to prepare for our study questions.
—1— Please carefully observe Psalm 33:13–22 & also consider how
Joseph’s faith stood out thru–out his life. What would you tell someone
who’s asking for help in learning to trust in the Lord during a difficult
time? Does the idea that God is watching all the inhabitants on earth
provide comfort or cause a sense of fear/anxiety?
—2— For this question, please consider Joseph’s character & conduct &
also take a close look at Psalm 119:9-16. How does God’s Word help us
avoid sin? What’s involved in the process of hiding (or treasuring) God’s
Word in our hearts? Our culture/society is often overwhelmed with
information & there are many self help books that have become popular.
How would you explain to people why the Bible is a better self help tool?
—3—In Genesis 50:15–21 we read the account of Joseph responding to
his brothers’ fear that after Jacob’s death, Joseph would retaliate against
them. Please look carefully at what Joseph told them. He didn’t brush
their sin under the carpet, but clearly told them that they intended to
harm him. What does that teach us about being willing to hold someone
accountable & admonishing unruly or inappropriate behavior without
trying to step into God’s role? Most people believe that it’s easier to
forgive someone than it is to forget what they did. What steps would you
suggest in helping someone both forgive and forget?
—4— Joseph never seemed to become angry with God for what he had
faced. Apparently he had a strong conviction that God is good in all that
He does or allows to happen. How would you defend the idea that God is
good to someone who is skeptical about His sovereign authority?


