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Connecting The Dots Between God’s Control & Our Conduct

A Series Of Studies About Joseph’s Life (Genesis 37-50)
How God Used Joseph To Initiate His Brothers’ Repentance:
Guided Toward Grace & Grappling With Guilt
Genesis 43:11-45:15; Romans 2:1-11; Psalm 130; Titus 2

& Z
—A summary to introduce today’s message: Having forced his brothers
to bring Benjamin to Egypt, Joseph sought to see if they had changed
their attitudes & actions by framing & blaming Benjamin for stealing his
silver cup. This prompted his brothers to recognize that God was at work
in this situation, revealing to them that they needed to acknowledge
their sin against Joseph. Judah interceded for Benjamin by offering to be
his substitute in order to save their father Jacob from additional grief.
The lessons we’ll gain from this aspect of our study inspire us to take an
intimate look at the importance & impact of genuine repentance.

—Some questions to promote & provoke biblical thinking:

1} What’s the relationship between grace & obedience to God?

2} Which is more important to understand: God'’s love or God’s wrath?
3} Has the Church become too tolerant of sinful behavior?

4} What role does repentance have in our daily lives?
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—This was the final step in Joseph’s series of tests to determine whether
his brothers had changed since the time when they sold him into slavery.
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—The brothers were no longer seeking justice; Judah’s appeal for mercy
included his readiness to take Benjamin’s place out of love for his father!
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—Judah’s appeal to Joseph affirmed that Judah had experienced an
authentic change of heart. He was willing to become Joseph’s slave even
though he wasn’t the guilty one!
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—PERSONAL REFLECTIONS & APPLICATIONS
THAT ENCOURAGE OUR FAITH

—1— Joseph told his brothers, “Don’t be angry or grieved with
yourselves because you sold me into slavery, because God sent me here
to preserve life!” The overall theme we find in studying about Joseph’s
life is that we live in a world that was created by & is controlled by a
good God Who has precise plans & purposes for everyone who trusts in
Him. Our culture is constantly trying to contradict this truth and confuse
us into thinking that this isn’t true.

On a personal level, we need to ask ourselves:

“How have | been & by this deception?”

—2— For over 22 years, Joseph’s brothers lived with the guilt & deceit
related to what they did to Joseph. Before they knew they were dealing
with their long lost brother, they felt a twinge of guilt & at times seemed
to show some remorse or regret for what they had done, but repentance
requires us to step beyond remorse & regret.

Repentance is more than simply recognizing our sin and regretting the
consequences we face because of what we’ve done.

Repentance involves &

When we initially trust in Christ,
repentance is one of the first steps we take.

After we’ve trusted Christ, repentance should be a REGULAR part of

We’re saved by grace based on our dependence on what
Jesus Christ accomplished for us by his death in our place.

Grace because

we’ll never be able to !

Some Relevant Quotes & Discussion Questions to Help us Dig Deeper
—“The idea that God will pardon a rebel who has not given up his
rebellion is contrary both to the Scriptures and to common sense.”

—A.W. Tozer

—“God's love for us is not based on our performance, but on His grace.’
—David Jeremiah

4

—“True repentance brings in the third aspect of our minds — our will. To
truly repent one must have a change of will. “Godly sorrow” is the
catalyst that brings us to true repentance.” —Warren W. Wiersbe

— “It’s painful to admit our sins and entrust ourselves to God's care.”
—Erwin Lutzer

Please carefully read Genesis 43—45 to prepare for our study questions.
This week we’ll be taking an intimate look at the importance & impact
of repentance, based on how God used Joseph to help his brothers to
acknowledge their guilt & to begin living with a sense of freedom.

—1— For over 22 years, Joseph’s older brothers had hidden their sins
that were related to what they had done to Joseph. There aren’t many
details provided about their lives in Genesis, but we can determine that
their lives were impacted by their guilt—ridden consciences when they
went to Egypt to buy food for survival. What impact does guilt have on
our lives? How does it influence our attitudes & actions? Please note
Hebrews 10:19-25 & see what it says about our consciences.

—2— God used Joseph to motivate his brothers toward repentance. He
was testing them to see if they had changed since the time when they
sold him into slavery. Joseph never confronted his brothers about their
sin, but they still began to feel some remorse & regrets when they faced
the challenges initiated by Joseph’s actions. What role do feelings of
remorse & regret play in the process of repentance? What difference is
there between regretting something we did because of the consequences
we face and having genuine sorrow because of our actions?

—3— We are rescued from the penalty of sin by God’s grace based on
our dependence on the Lord. We can never earn God’s approval by our
works, but God is honored by our obedience. Romans 2:1-8 explains that
God’s grace motivates both obedience & repentance. How does God’s
grace as well as His wrath toward sin fit together with our obedience?
—4— How does the tolerance toward sin in our culture increase the
need for us to recognize the benefits & blessings of repentance?



