
Connecting The Dots Between God’s Control & Our Conduct
A Series Of Studies About Joseph’s Life (Genesis 37–50)

God Is Faithful To Provide A Way Of Escape:
But It Might Include Some Unexpected Details

Genesis 38; Romans 1–2; 8; 12; 1 Corinthians 10; plus more!

—If we were reading through Genesis and following the sequence of
events, it’s likely that we’d think Genesis 38 is out of place. What we find
here appears to be an abrupt shift away from what happened to Joseph!
But we should keep in mind that even though this is uncomfortable &
unsettling to read, this is God’s inspired & inerrant Word. It’s exactly
what God wants us to reveal to us! It’s essential in helping us understand
the content & the context of God’s ultimate plans & purposes for Israel.

—1— We live in a world that was created & is controlled by a GOOD
GOD Who has PRECISE PLANS & PURPOSES that fulfill His WILL &
lead to what’s GOOD for all those who love Him!

—2— Even though all of us are sinners, we have the RESPONSIBILITY to
TRUST Him & choose between RIGHT & WRONG!

—3—  Even though God has CONTROL over His CREATION, He is NOT in
any way, RESPONSIBLE for anyone’s sin!

               Adam & Eve –– –– –– Reveals how sin started
Genesis 1–11       Noah –– Demonstrates God’s justice & grace

Tower of Babel –– –– –– God intervenes!!!

               God is working thru Abraham & his family to
Genesis 12–36       send the promised Messiah to rescue the
              world from sin

Genesis 37         Introduces Joseph & how Israel landed in Egypt

Genesis 38       Explains & exposes why Israel needed to go Egypt

Genesis 39       Provides a contrast between impurity & purity

1     Whenever God’s people become COMFORTABLE      with

with the CORRUPTION    that surrounds us, FATHER

life becomes more COMPLICATED & CHAOTIC     !

—We’re all vulnerable to the contaminating influence of sin!

—When we DISTANCE ourselves from God & His people we’ll

    experience the DANGER of being DRAWN into sin!

—We need to recognize the CONSEQUENCES of becoming

CONFORMED   to our sinful CULTURE   !

  —Romans 1-2 = God created us for His glory, but He gave us
     the responsibility to choose between right & wrong.

      —The mystery of God’s will = nothing we do can thwart His plans,
      and we will face the consequences of sin & bad choices!

      —God warns us about being conformed to our corrupt culture!

      —We should never look at the sins of others & think we could
      never fall into it. 1 Corinthians 10:12–13

2     The CONNECTION   between God’s grace, God’s justice, God’s

discipline, & God’s CONTROL is matter of FAITH           !

—From our vantage point, there are many lessons for us to learn
    from what took place with Judah’s family!

—God never tolerates or condones sin! But by grace thru faith in God’s
     promised Messiah forgiveness is provided! (For us that’s what Jesus
     accomplished in His death & resurrection!)

—God has allowed people to chase after their lusts & desires! But we
  aren’t given any specific explanation about what the consequences

    could be! That’s something that God determines!

—In a sin–saturated society, God’s value system is always under
     attack! Our personal purity & our ability to separate ourselves from
    the cultural norms will consistently be a challenge!
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