Discussion Questions & Quotes For June 16 thru june 22, 2024

—“As you read the Word of God today, read it with expectancy and
anticipation for the changes it will make in you.” —David Jeremiah

— “History is His story, and Nehemiah bears that out! That men don’t
learn very much from the lessons of history is the most important of all
the lessons that history has to teach us!”  —Arthur T. Pierson

—“Those who fail to remember and understand the past are condemned
to relive it!” —Aldous Huxley, an avowed atheist

—“It’s sad to say that we’re living in a time when many church members
are living so far below God'’s standard of righteousness that those who
are truly faithful Christians would have to backslide to be in fellowship
with the rest of Church.” —Vance Havner in 1970 or so

—“And the Lord will be the firm foundation of your times, a storehouse
of salvation, wisdom and knowledge; The fear of the Lord is His

treasure.” —lsaiah 33:6
— “The activities we do for God are secondary. God is looking for people
who long for communication with Him.” —Erwin Lutzer

—*“Each day we should ask God to help us clearly see the impact that our
personal sins have on our individual lives, and also on the lives of others.

If we ever consistently view sin simply as a nuisance, an embarrassment,

or a bad habit that needs to be corrected some day, it’s likely that we will
never ever deal with it.” —GAD

—Reliable ministry surveys have clearly shown that Church attendance,
involvement, and faithfulness have been steadily declining in the USA
since the upswing that took place after what happened on 9/11/2001.
Among others, J. T. English believes we are suffering from a disease he
calls a “discipleship disease, and without the proper diagnosis and
treatment plan, we will do more harm than good.” He has found that
“Our ministry disease is not that the evangelical church is too deep, but
that it is far too shallow. ... We are giving people a shallow and generic
spirituality when we need to be give them a more distinctive Christianity.
We've tried to treat our discipleship disease by appealing to the lowest
common denominator, oversimplifying discipleship, and taking the edges
off what it means to follow Christ!” —from Deep Discipleship: How the
Church Can Make Whole Disciples of Jesus, by J. T. English

—Some Questions for Personal Reflection & Discussion—

—Please carefully read Nehemiah 8:1 thru 9:4 to prepare for this week’s
study & then pray that these studies will reveal a greater understanding
of God’s will to us in order to enable us to glorify & honor Him in all that
we do. These questions will attempt to focus on how this passage from
Nehemiah applies to our lives.

—1} Recently there has been an increase in news reports about events
and decisions being made by Christian & Church leaders in our culture.
In Nehemiah 8-9, the Jewish people became better acquainted with God
when His Word was read and explained to them. Why is it important for
us to base our moral, political, personal, & theological views/values on
what the Bible says? Even though newspapers and written reports about
what’s taking place in our world have decreased, because of electronic
media, we still have far more news and information available to us than
ever before in history. How has that influenced/impacted our knowledge
& understanding of the Bible? How has it impacted our willingness to
follow & obey biblical instructions & guidelines?

—2— From the applications given in the sermon, “Compromising the
truth of God’s Word almost always leads to chaos, confusion, &
corruption.” Can you think of any real life examples that might show
this to be true? How can we prepare to avoid this problem?

—3— When the Jewish people began to emphasize the importance of
God’s Word, they actually experienced a personal encounter with God
that led to repentance. There are times when we might feel guilty
because of past sins that are forgiven & forgotten by God. How can we
distinguish between the conviction of the Holy Spirit and the accusation
of the enemy?
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—4— Nehemiah proclaimed that “the joy of the Lord is your strength
How can we best experience the true joy of being forgiven? Why is it
important for every believer, in spite of personality or state of mind, to
develop the joy of the Lord? What’s involved in avoiding times when we
lose sight of this joy?

—5— When we genuinely encounter God’s presence we should be
impacted by His holiness & that should lead to a personal realization of
our need for confession & cleansing from the power sin can have over
our lives. Our trust in the Lord rescues us from eternal condemnation,
but until we are granted our glorified bodies, sin is still a problem! How
does 1 John 1:9 provide a solution to this concern?



