
Practicing Our Faith When Unfaithfulness Surrounds Us
A Series of Studies For The Start of 2024

Gaining & Maintaining A Practical Perspective of God:
Almighty, All–Knowing, Infinitely Wise!

Based on Psalm 139

A Cultural Challenge Facing the Church:

—Practical ATHEISM    = living as if God doesn’t have authority over
                the details of our lifestyles

How To Combat This Challenge:

—An ACCURATE     perception of God = the only answer that enables
                        us to overcome this struggle!

Psalm 139 provides us with 4 definitive ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS                !

1  God’s AWARENESS    is above and beyond our ability to fully

 understand. {Psalm 139:1–6}
n

—Nothing escapes His notice.  (1–3)

—searched & known = an intimate, intensive, & extensive knowledge

—knowledge of every action, reaction, & motive

—scrutinize = sift & measure for careful observation

—God’s infinite knowledge = more than we can grasp/process.  (4–6)

—every word & thought before we speak

—knowledge & grace surround us

—compare infinite vs finite

  2 There is absolutely no place where God is ABSENT .
{Psalm 139:7–12}

—Where can I go to escape or flee from His presence?

—No where, not even in Sheol!

—No limits to God’s power or presence!

   3 God’s attention to detail means all our days are pre–ordained &

        nothing that happens is ARBITRARY           !  {Psalm 139:13–18}

 —You formed my inward parts & I’m fearfully & wonderfully made.

—Made with precision = patterned & purposed by God!

—We are seen by God before we were born.

—Prior to our physical existence, God determined our purpose.

—The depths of God’s thoughts:
—Precious & powerful
—Too numerous to count
—Beyond what we can ever comprehend or understand

  4 Our anxiety & anguish over evil provokes us to surrender to

God’s ASSISTANCE & AUTHORITY ! {Psalm 139:19–24}

—If only You, would stop the wicked = evil, violence, deceit

—hatred for those who hate God = perfect hatred, affirms devotion to
     the Lord

—search me & know my heart = asking for God’s guidance; humility!!!

—Try me & examine my anxiety = submit to God’s judgment

—If there be any grievous way in me = asking for guidance to right!

What Personal Applications & Biblical Truths
Can We Take Away From Today’s Study?

—1— God’s ways & thoughts are far above ours! (Isaiah 55)

—2— Absolutely nothing escapes God’s notice, not even our deepest
    secrets!

—3— Ask ourselves: Am I willing to submit to what I can’t understand?

—4— What defines my view of God? Life experiences —or— God’s Word
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