Praying & Preparing for A Blessed New Year!!!
Here are some quotes, questions, & devotional thoughts to help
everyone begin 2024 with a healthy focus on the Lord.

Some Quotes to Grab Our Attention
—“The Bible clearly proclaims that the universe was created by God, that
it is sovereignly maintained by Him, and that His creation is absolutely
accountable to His authority.” —Various Bible teachers

—“Every scientific discovery for good is a discovery of that which God in
his infinite wisdom has made possible by His creative design.”
—Alistair Begg

—“Throughout the Psalms we find a little bit of everything: every aspect
within the emotions of life—joy and sorrow, grief, anxiety, doubt, fear,
and excitement, including a variety of the deepest longings of our hearts;
and all of it is expressed within the context of the infinite and unlimited
goodness and knowledge and power and sovereignty of Our Almighty
God.” —GAD

—“The faith of the writers of the Psalms doesn’t rest upon glittering
generalities about the nature of God or upon a numinous awareness of
His majesty in the remote reaches of the universe; rather, it’s founded
upon the good news that God makes Himself present in the midst of all
history to help His people.” = —Bernhard W. Anderson

—“Either we are living adrift in chaos, or we are individuals created,
loved, upheld, and placed purposely, exactly where we are. That’s it. It’s
either a meaningless universe, or God is sovereign. There’s no halfway
house.” —Elizabeth Elliot

—“There is no corner of the universe that is hidden from God. Nothing
ever escapes His notice.”
—A paraphrase of what David wrote in Psalm 139

—“There will come a time in everyone’s life when they will have to
acknowledge that it’s impossible for us to deceive God, because God
knows even our secret thoughts. It’s better for us to realize this before
we enter into eternity!” —wisdom to share with anyone who has never
trusted in Christ as their Lord & Savior

—“When a person’s life is saturated with God, then that person will
actually long for evil to be exposed and eliminated.” —various pastors

—Some Questions for Personal Reflection & Discussion—
—This week’s study is an introduction to a brief series of sermons based
on Psalm 139. In three weeks, we’ll continue with the first of four studies
digging into the details of each section of this well-known psalm. This
initial sermon is a summary of main emphasis of what the psalm teaches.
—1} Verses 1-6 acknowledges that God’s awareness of what we think,
do, and say is above and beyond our ability to fully understand. In other
words, nothing ever escapes God’s attention—He sees and knows every
angle of our lives. Why is this important for us to recognize? How does it
influence our lives? For most everyone, there is a threatening aspect to
this. What personal thoughts do you have about this? In what ways
would you find this to be encouraging or beneficial?

In view of this truth (that God has an intimate, intensive, & extensive
knowledge of each of us), some people (like Charles Darwin and other
people who claim a form of atheism) adopt a mindset that eliminates
any idea or thought about God'’s authority. They decide to live as if God
doesn’t exist because it makes them feel more comfortable. How has this
kind of thinking become popular and pervasive within our culture?

—2} Often in the Psalms we read that anyone who trusts & fears (has
respect & reverence for) the Lord will not be shaken. (Please see an
example in Psalm 112.) How can a person develop a sincere & personal
sense of the Lord’s unshakeable presence in our lives? How would this
influence our ability to avoid temptation & sin?

—3}In Psalm 139:6, 11-12, 17-18, & 23-24, David expresses the idea
that God ways, thoughts, & sovereign actions are above our human
ability to fully grasp or understand. We could also see this in Proverbs
3:5-8. How is our faith influenced by the idea that we need to trust in
something that we aren’t fully able to explain or understand? How does
the Holy Spirit help us in this process? For more help, see John 14-16,
James 1, & 1 Corinthians 2. Why is it helpful to realize that any god that
we can figure out isn’t a god (idol) who is worthy of our worship?

—43} Finally, the final application in our sermon notes asked, “What
defines our view of God? Do we develop our perception of God based on
life experiences —or— based on God’s Word?” Why is it essential that
we avoid developing our understanding of God from what happens in
our journey through a world that is infected by sin? What are the
advantages related to allowing the Bible to shape our view of God?



