
Abiding & Abounding in Hope
A Series of Studies To Prepare For The Holiday Season 2023

The Partnership Between Hope & Gratitude:
The Path to Hopefulness Passes Through Thanksgiving

Psalm 33 with some support from 1 Timothy 4

Some Questions To Help Us Get Started
—On a very practical level, where do I place my confidence?

—How easily am I tempted to trust in something other than God?

—How often am I tempted to trust in something other than God?

—How deeply do I value the grace that the Lord has extended to me?

—Does my lifestyle demonstrate genuine gratitude to God for His grace?

Taking a Closer Look at Psalm 33
—This psalm is a hymn of praise exhorting faithful followers of the Lord
  (righteous ones) to rejoice in Him as they wait for Him to fulfill His
  promises of hope.
—Many biblical scholars believe that it is closely connected to Psalm 32,
  where David joyfully describes the joy he found in God’s gracious gift of
  forgiveness after his sin with Bathsheba.
—The main emphasis of Psalm 33 is clearly expressed in verse 1: Praise is
  beautiful (fitting, becoming, abundantly appropriate) for those who are
  righteous. And we should constantly keep in mind that we are only
  righteous because of God’s gracious generosity!

1   An exhortation for God’s righteous ones to express praise &
   thanksgiving with excitement & enthusiasm to the Lord!  {1–3}

1.  A command or direct instruction to sing for joy = to be overwhelmed
  to the point where we can’t hold it in.
 2.  A spontaneous & fresh, but also natural response = sincere

3. Use of musical instruments suggest that our praise should be done in a
 skillful manner, wanting to extend our very best effort to glorify God!
4. Nothing casual & not simply going thru the motions
5. God deserves our best! Our best is motivated by genuine gratitude

Lamentations 3:22–23

   2 An explanation of the reasons why the Lord deserves our
    praise, worship, honor, & thanksgiving!     {4–12}

—God’s Word is like a road map, a compass, a lamp, steady guide 4 life!
—God’s works are always 100% in line with His Word!
—always dependable & just! His character demands reverence/respect
—His creation declares His glory! His control directs His plans/purposes
—His counsel defines what will be!  His chosen ones depend on Him!

3 An example of how hope in anything other than the Lord
   Who looks down from heaven will lead to failure!  {13–17}

—The Lord God Almighty sees everything & knows everything!
—Nothing escapes His attention so His judgment is perfect/just!
—The works of mankind fall short of God’s standard! We are deceived!
—We are tempted to trust in ourselves, but only God can deliver us!
—The Lord doesn’t save the self–confident, self–sufficient, or proud!
—1 Timothy 4:1–5 & Galatians 1

4    An encouragement to trust in His holy name, fear Him with
    reverence & respect, wholeheartedly rejoice in His loyal love,

  and hope (wait) for His help & protection!    {18–22}

—God’s eye is keenly attentive to all who fear (revere & respect) Him!
—Our hope is fixed/focused on His unfailing love displayed by Jesus
—Isaiah 26:3 perfect shalom from a confident dependence on Him
—waiting in hope (eager expectation/confident anticipation)
—He is our Help & Shield —praying for His promises

What Personal Applications & Biblical Truths
Can We Take Away From Today’s Study?

—Sound theology leads us on a path toward spiritual strength & security.

—God’s Word & His works are inseparable because of His faithfulness.

—Sincere praise & skillful expressions of thanksgiving are always suitable
  to God’s infinite greatness & perfect holiness.
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