
Abiding & Abounding in Hope
A Series of Studies To Prepare For The Holiday Season 2023

The Driving Force Behind Our Faith:
Eagerly Awaiting Our Lord’s Appearance

Philippians 3

Some Questions To Help Us Get Started
—What are your three greatest desires?

—What do you want more than anything else?

—What gives you a sense of satisfaction or security?

—How does having hope in our eternal future influence our lives today?

Obtaining a HOPE–FILLED Outlook!
1   Paul reminds us to rejoice in our relationship with the Lord.

—Why is this helpful to us?          {verses 1, 7–14}
1. Reminders serve as a safeguard or protection for us.

  2. Focusing our eyes on Christ forces us to fix our hope on the future.

2   Paul reminds us to resist:                 {verses 2–14; 17–19}

—The problem of false teachers who distort the Gospel
-1-  --watch out for deceptive influences . . .

  -2-  --watch out for displaced confidence . . .
adding works  we can’t earn salvation with the Law

   subtracting works we’re saved to serve & give glory to God

—The  possibility  of looking in the wrong direction
  -1-  --forget what is past . . .

  -2-  --focus on looking forward to the future blessings/promises
   prophesies.

—The people who profess to know Christ,
 but their sights are fixed on earthly reward, not heavenly treasures!

Paul expressed grief from the results of an “earthly agenda.”
  2. These are enemies of the cross & are in our midst

–part of our lives.
  3. They are not genuine believers: their end is destruction!
  4. They are driven by idolatry.

3 Paul reminds us to:              {verses 12–21}

—run the race God has set before us with perseverance!

—reach for the Glory God has promised to His faithful followers!

In the midst of a culture that denies the power of the resurrection,
we’re called to represent the Lord as ambassadors, looking forward to
being resurrected with glorified bodies.  We live here, but our citizenship
is in heaven. We’re foreigners! The Philippians lived a long way from
Rome, but they were Roman citizens. Paul used an analogy that they
could understand. When we see Him, we will be like Him 1 John 2. When
experience the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise in John 14, we’ll become just
like Jesus! We’ll be what caused the fall of angels led by Satan and the
fall of mankind tempted by Satan. We’ll actually become like God!

—remember that we’re citizens of Heaven, & ambassadors on earth!
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