
Gaining A Greater Grasp On The Gospel of Grace
A Series of Studies From Romans

The Right Recipe For Righteous Relationships:
Wearing God’s Armor of Light To Guard Against Darkness

Select verses from Romans 12–15; Ephesians 4–6; & 2 Timothy 3

Three Questions That Expose & Explain the Relevance of This Study:

—1} How am I being CONDITIONED by the corruption in our culture?

—2} Are my attitudes & actions being COMPROMISED toward evil?

—3} How does the CONTENT & CONTEXT of God’s Word apply to me?

1  We can’t afford to IGNORE       what God’s Word says about evil!

—“Love must be sincere and pure, without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil,
cling to what is good!”  —Romans 12:9

—“But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For
people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers,
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable,
malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,
treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its
power; Avoid such people as these.   —2 Timothy 3:1–5

 —Abhor = to hate (but not an emotion or a feeling)
       to avoid or shrink back from something based on a healthy
       fear or respect
 —Evil = things that are harmful, hurtful, hardships
       things that are diseased, grievous, dangerous
 —Cling = fasten together; join oneself to permanently;

to hold on with all your strength
—Good = that which is excellent

—Last days = the times following Christ’s resurrection & ascension

—Difficult times = troublesome & dangerous because of evil

—Avoid = to stay away from & don’t allow them to influence us

   2  We should be alert to IDENTIFY      the spread of evil influences.

—“Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of
the law. Do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to
awaken from sleep; for now salvation is nearer to us than when we
believed. The night is almost gone, and the day is near. Therefore let us
lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us
behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in
sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. But put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to
its lusts.      —Romans 13:10–14

—“Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,
making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do not
be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. And do not get
drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.”

—Ephesians 5:15–18

 —Knowing the time = God’s prophetic plans & purposes

 —Awaken from sleep = God wants us to be alert & able to respond to
                the dangers of darkness

—Deeds of darkness = results of being deceived by evil

—Provision for the flesh … lusts = our sinful nature & natural desires

—Be careful how you walk … because the days are evil = confusion
 over right & wrong; truth is suppressed; deception takes control

   3  We can be avoid IMPURITY        by IMITATING     God.

—“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love,
just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a
sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. But immorality or any impurity or
greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints;
and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are
not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. For this you know with certainty,
that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater,
has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.” —Ephesians 5:1–5



 —Imitators of God = God is our model; young children often imitate
              their parents: want to be like them

 —Walk in love = this is a two–sided coin:
 imitation is a way to show love
 God’s love is a prime example for us to follow

—Not even a hint of:

—How does this happen?  “Be filled with the Spirit!” = Don’t be
controlled by wine (or anything evil), but be saturated with God’s

 Spirit!

   4  We should wear God’s armor to INITIATE          His protection.

—“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on
the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the
schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly
places. Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be
able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.”

—Ephesians 6:10–13

 —As Christ’s followers, we not only WALK   , we also WAR     !

  The Christian life isn’t a PLAYGROUND, it’s a BATTLEGROUND!

 —Put on the full armor of God = Our only secure source of protection
But, this is a mutual responsibility: God protects when we put on!

 —Romans 13:12 = We must lay aside the deeds of darkness
 and put on the armor of light!

—Stand firm against the schemes of the devil = deceptive strategies!
The ultimate liar who can never be trusted!

—Take up the full armor = repetition requires our attention!
               The only way to resist in the evil day!

What Personal Applications & Biblical Truths
Can We Take Away From Today’s Study?

—1}  —2 Corinthians 10:3–6
Spiritual warfare is real! Every faithful follower of Christ faces the

 challenge of an invisible battle, one that suppresses God’s Truth!
When this happens, we are in danger of being CONDITIONED by

 cultural norms that are completely contrary to what God’s Word
 teaches. Claiming to be wise, people foolishly exchange God’s Truth
 for lies. Too often we’re more attentive to our culture than we are to
 God’s Word!

—2} —1 Peter 5:6–10    The adversary is like a roaring lion!
Even though they are roaring lions, they never attack strength. They
try to frighten with their roar, then they attack in areas of weakness.
Peter warns us to be on the alert, watching our weaknesses, and

 wearing God’s armor for protection. But we need to understand
 that often our weaknesses are because we refuse to humble

ourselves under God’s authority. This is where we become
compromised toward evil.

—3} Some Personal Truths We Need To Remember Every Day:
—Greater is He (God’s Spirit) Who indwells our lives than he (the
     adversary and his demonic forces) who are constantly trying to
     control our culture!

—We should never underestimate the power & potential danger of evil!
    The Bible consistently and repeatedly warns us to never condone,
    cooperate, or compromise with evil, wickedness, & demonic forces!

—God’s Armor of Protection is essential for us to stand strong against
    the schemes, strategies, & strongholds of the evil one. These include

(5 defensive pieces of spiritual battle gear & 1 offensive weapon)
    a firm foundation of Truth; the Righteousness provided by Christ;
    a stable secure foothold provided by the Gospel of God’s Grace;
    a shield formed by our absolute faith in the Lord’s power;
    the helmet of salvation through the victory of Christ over sin & death;
    & the sword of the Spirit, God’s Inerrant & Inspired Word of Truth!
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