
Gaining A Greater Grasp On The Gospel of Grace
A Series of Studies From Romans

Graciously Gifted For God’s Glory:
Equipped, Enabled, & Energized to Edify the Church

—Lessons to Learn From Romans 12:4–8
(also 1 Peter 4; 1 Corinthians 4, 7, &12; & Hebrews 10)

“Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,
not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing
near.”       —Hebrews 10:24–25

“The end of all things is near; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober
spirit for the purpose of prayer.   Above all, keep fervent in your love for
one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to
one another without complaint. As each one has received a special gift,
employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace
of God. Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utteranc-
es of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the
strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever
and ever. Amen.”   —1 Peter 4:7–11

"Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of
effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. But to
each one is given the embodiment of the Spirit for the common good.”

—1 Corinthians 12:4–7

—Observing what’s emphasized in Today’s Study—

Spiritual Gifts are GOD–GIVEN ABILITIES  provided

INDIVIDUALLY     to every faithful follower of Christ! They are

provided for the PRIMARY PURPOSE  of enabling us to

BENEFIT & BUILD UP the BODY  of Christ  for God’s glory!

—Some initial ideas to introduce Today’s study:
—Romans 1–11 = a detailed description of God’s GIFT of salvation!

—The Lord Jesus BOUGHT us & we BELONG to Him.
 —His Holy Spirit has taken residence in us in order to transform us!

—1 Corinthians 6:19–20 = As a FFoC, my body is God’s Temple!
—Romans 12:1–2 = an exhortation asking for complete commitment

—dedicated & devoted service under God’s authority
—our commitment involves both our body & our mind
—God’s Holy Spirit indwells every faithful follower of Christ in order

  to RENEW & REPROGRAM our thinking!
—2 Corinthians 10:1–5 = the battle is over our minds
—Ephesians 6:10–20 = the struggle is not with flesh & blood
—Romans 12 = As a FFoC, my mind is constantly under construction by

          God’s Spirit!

—Observing what Romans 12:1–8 says:
1 “Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, I urge
you to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service of worship. 2 And don’t be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that
you may demonstrate what the will of God is, that which is good and  ac-
ceptable and perfect. 3 For through the grace given to me I say to
everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought
to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted
to each a measure of faith. 4 For just as we have many members in one
body and all the  members do not have the same function, 5 so we, who
are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of
another. 6 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to
us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to
the proportion of his faith; 7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches,
in his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives,
with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness.”



Practical Principles related to God’s gracious provisions

—1—  God’s grace should CAPTIVATE & CONTROL      us leading to

DETERMINED DEVOTION & DEDICATION          to His will.

After we entrust ourselves to Christ as Savior & Lord, presenting
 our bodies & minds to allow God’s Spirit to control us is essential.
 God’s plans & purposes aren’t optional. We submit to His
 authority & He never asks us for permission to take control.

 Our complete commitment involves both body & mind.
 God’s Spirit RESIDES in us and RENEWS our minds!

—2—  Every faithful follower of Christ is GRACIOUSLY GRANTED

     with GOD–GIVEN ABILITIES        that ENABLE, EQUIP

& ENERGIZE                   us for ministry!

Every gift is IMPORTANT, INTENTIONALLY given by God! They are
 IDEALLY INTENDED to BENEFIT & BUILD UP the Church

(ENCOURAGE, ENABLE, ENERGIZE, & EDIFY)

At the judgment seat of Christ, the Lord will evaluate how we have
 used what He has provided for us.

—3—  Spiritual gifts are FOUNDATIONAL      for us to properly

FOCUS    on & FUNCTION     in the RESPONSIBILITIES

& ROLES     God REQUIRES       from us!

Every faithful follower of Christ is CAPABLE to CONTRIBUTE!
  When everyone exercises their gifts, the Church can CONQUER the
 CULTURE!

—4— Spiritual gifts are DISTINCT & DIFFERENT than

the FRUIT of the Spirit!

The fruit of the Spirit is the RESULT of being RENEWED by the
  power & presence of God in our lives! The gifts are God–given
  abilities that enable us to please & honor God through obedient
  service. Spiritual fruit is an essential foundation for exercising
  our gifts in a proper way.

—5— Having a BIBLICAL EMPHASIS on spiritual gifts is

EXTREMELY ESSENTIAL !

—It can’t be IGNORED or IDENTIFIED as a secondary ISSUE!
  —Without employing & exercising our spiritual gifts, the ministry
   of the Church can will never be effective!
  —John 15:8 Jesus said, Apart from Me, you can do nothing!
  —1 Peter 4 Each one has received a special gift. Employ it … so
   that in all you do, God may be glorified!

—Some personal & practical comments to conclude this message:

   1  God’s Spirit renews our minds best when we take the time to
absorb the Scriptures!

“You are either in the Word and the Word is conforming you to
  the image of Jesus Christ, or you are in the world and the world
  is squeezing you into its mold.”   —Howard G. Hendricks

        .
2    Only when we recognize the importance and impact of exercising

    our God–given abilities to fulfill our roles and responsibilities as
    faithful followers of Christ, will we fully be able to grasp what it’s
    like to accomplish something that has eternal significance. God
    has given every faithful follower of Christ the privilege of being
    part of His perfect plans & purposes that will make a difference
    for all eternity! To God be the Glory!
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