
Some Relevant Quotes & Biblical References About Being
Completely Committed in Our Devotion to Following Christ

—“Until we fully grasp the impact and importance of exercising our
God–given abilities, we will never completely comprehend what it’s
like to accomplish something that has an eternal significance.”

—GAD

—“God has given each and every Christian a role and responsibility in
the body of Christ and the supernatural ability, in the form of a
spiritual gift or gifts, to fulfill it. He knows best how to orchestrate
this, and we should be content with the gifts he chooses for us.”

—Daryl Aaron

—“The reason the Spirit bestows His gifts on the church is that we are
the ones charged with carrying out God's program in this age. When
Jesus arose and ascended to heaven, He gave to His management
team, the church, those tools necessary to pull off His kingdom
work.”   —Tony Evans

—“As God's children, we are not to be observers; we're to participate
actively in the Lord's work. Spectators sit and watch, but we are
called to use our spiritual gifts and serve continually.”

—Charles Stanley

—“As a counselor, I have spoken with many people who want to
know their spiritual gifts. They come hoping for some sort of diagnos-
tic test that will precisely locate them. My impression is that this per-
spective represents a breakdown in the church. It reflects a church
where we are running around as self-actualizing individuals rather
than uniting as a God-glorifying community.”   —Edward Welch

—“Spiritual gifts are tools to build with, not toys to play with!”
―Warren W. Wiersbe

—“You are either in the Word and the Word is conforming you to
the image of Jesus Christ, or you are in the world and the world is
squeezing you into its mold.”   —Howard G. Hendricks

—“Pride takes many forms, but spiritual pride is the most grievous.
To become proud of spiritual gifts or leadership position is to forget
that all we have is from God, all the position we occupy is God's
appointment.”     —J. Oswald Sanders

—“You have inside you the capacity to invest your mental, emotional,
and spiritual gifts in a way that glorifies God, impacts the world, and
satisfies your own soul. I believe that-and I want you to believe it,
too.”      —David Jeremiah

—“Each person’s unique giftedness comes from God, and the
purpose of these gifts is to glorify Him. Similar to an orchestra with
many musicians, we each have unique instruments to play so that the
church might be a glorious symphony for God.”   —Erwin Lutzer

—** Questions for Personal Reflection & Discussion  **—

—1} In studying Romans 12:1–8, we an urgent exhortation asking us
to be devoted, dedicated, & disciplined followed by another exhorta-
tion to avoid being squeezed into the mindset of our sinful society.
 —What personal thoughts come to your mind when you read this?

—Why is submitting to these exhortations an essential step before
   trying to exercise the special  abilities God has given us?
 —Realizing that one of our most pressing battles involves what we
   allow to control our minds is very important. Considering what it
   says in 2 Corinthians 10:1–5 & Ephesians 6:10–20, how should we
   prepare for this struggle?

—2} What are some gifts or abilities not listed in the NT which might
possibly be used in ministry? Is it important or necessary to know
whether they are “spiritual” or “natural” gifts? Why/why not?

—3} Would you agree that every follower of Christ is called to serve
in ministry”? Is there a biblical distinction between “church leaders”
and “laity”? If there is, what would/could it be? If not, what does that
say about the importance of being obedient servants of the Lord?

—4} How has your mind been impacted & influenced by the Holy
Spirit?  How often do you meditate on Scripture or memorize Bible
passages that would provide encouragement & enrichment?

—5} It could be beneficial to read through the quotes that begin on
the other side of this page. Are there any statements that would be
worth discussing with someone?


