
Gaining A Greater Grasp On The Gospel of Grace
A Series of Studies From Romans

Therefore: Am I Being
Shaped by Our Society —Or— Shaped by His Spirit?

—Lessons to Learn From Romans 12:2
(w/ support from Romans 1–12)

Our most deeply held BELIEFS will always be
the BASIS for our BEHAVIOR.

One of the most important questions that
we all need to answer asks us about the

BASIS for our BELIEFS!

Are my VIEWS & VALUES being shaped by a desire
to BELONG to our culture or

to BECOME more godly and holy?

An OVERVIEW of Romans 12
—Romans 12:1 = Therefore! = God’s mercies motivate a response!

—Romans 12:2–21 = 31 distinct instructions for followers of the Lord.

—J. B. Phillips’ paraphrase of Romans 12:2
“Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own
mould, but let God re-mould your minds from within,
so that you may prove in practice that the plan of God
for you is good, meets all His demands and moves towards
the goal of true maturity.”

—Observing what’s emphasized in Romans 12:2—

God is GLORIFIED     when our lifestyles DISPLAY     &

DEMONSTRATE      how His PERSONAL PRESENCE       has

made us DIFFERENT    & DISTINCT     from the .

SIN–SATURATED SOCIETY        that SURROUNDS     us!

—Observing what Romans 12:2 teaches/tells us:   “Therefore!”

“And don’t allow this present age (our current culture, world) to conform
(mold, shape, pattern, squeeze) you into its image, but (instead) be trans-
formed (converted, changed, metamorphous) by the renewing
(renovation, reprogramming) of your mind, so that you may prove
(demonstrate, display) what the will (desire, plan, purpose) of God is,
that which is good, acceptable, and perfect (exactly what God wants)!”

—1—  There are TWO OPTIONS for faithful followers of Christ:

—1} PRETEND    to RESEMBLE       our secular society to “fit–in”

—to be conformed  = to masquerade; to be molded,
                or shaped into a pattern

—this age = the popular patterns, trends, styles, & thoughts
         that are contrary to God’s Word/will/way

          influenced & impacted by sin & its curse

—a specific warning provided for the benefit (good) of the audience

—2}  PERMIT     God’s Spirit & His Word to:

—REVOLUTIONIZE

        —RENEW/REBUILD        our thought patterns

        —REPROGRAM



   —to be transformed = to be changed by something outside of self
                   inward change that’s seen on the outside

   —by the renewing = to be reprogrammed or renovated
     (a total/complete rebuild or remodel, not just a repair job)

—of your mind = the center of one’s ability to reason or think

—2—  God’s OBJECTIVE  = evidence of the POWER of the Gospel

—1}  God’s PLAN = Lives changed by His mercies

—2}  God’s PROCESS = Lives changed by His indwelling Spirit

—3}  God’s PURPOSE = Lives changed for His GLORY

—3—  Our OPPORTUNITY = We are LIVING PROOF for the world to see
                    OUR FATHER KNOWS BEST!

— “so that you may prove what the will of God is” = to enable
             others to see that something is genuine
             & authentic based on examination

   It’s not a matter of discovering God’s will, it’s being able to
display or demonstrate to others what God’s will includes
& involves by doing God’s will!

— “so that you may prove what the will of God is” =
so others can see that God’s plans & purpose are perfect

—“that which is good & acceptable & perfect” = refers to what
            brings honor, glory, & pleasure to God
           and to the fact that God enables His faithful
           followers to become mature & complete
     —Ephesians 2:7–10

—Observing how Romans 12:2 APPLIES to our lives:
(--1)  A complete commitment to follow Christ is a commitment to

CHANGE & also a CHOICE to experience the process of

 of BEING CHANGED under God’s CONTROL .

(--2) Everyone experiences the temptation to FIT IN with society.

  Wanting to BELONG is a NATURAL desire!

It’s a priority that we recognize that “Once we’ve entrusted

our lives to Christ, we belong to Him. ”

(--3)  Anyone & everyone who has never trusted Christ is
being shaped by our society!

What others think, say, & do can influence and increase
 our desire to fit–in where we don’t belong.

(--4) As faithful followers of the Lord, we make the CHOICE to allow
  God’s Spirit to  CHANGE us & TRANSFORM our minds so we can

avoid the temptation to pretend that we fit into the ways of our

world!

(--5) God & God alone makes it possible for us to REVOLUTIONIZE our

minds! This is a TOTAL or COMPLETE REBUILD! God’s Spirit

God’s Spirit REPROGRAMS our minds!

—Psalm 1

Am I ALL IN, All THE TIME?
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