
Gaining A Greater Grasp On The Gospel of Grace
A Series of Studies From Romans

Focusing On Our Heavenly Father:
Standing On His Promises By Faith

—Introducing Romans 9–11

—from Romans 9:  14–16  What shall we say then? There is no injustice
with God, is there? May it never be! For He says to Moses, “I will have
mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I
have compassion.” So then it does not depend on the man who wills or
the man who runs, but on God who has mercy.

—from Romans 10:  8–13  But what does it say? “The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we
are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved; for with the heart a person trusts, resulting in righteousness, and
with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For Scripture says,
“Whoever trusts in Him will not be disappointed.” For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all,
abounding in riches for all who call on Him; for “Whoever will call on the
name of the Lord will be saved.”

—from Romans 11:  33–36  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments
and unfathomable His ways! For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who became His counselor? Or who has first given to Him that it
might be paid back to him again? For from Him and through Him and to
Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.

—from Romans 12:  1–2  Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies
of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good
and acceptable and perfect.

IMPORTANT IDEAS INCLUDED IN TODAY’S STUDY

God’s SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY     is one of the most essential

truths that we need to ACKNOWLEDGE      & ACCEPT   !

 God can do WHATEVER HE     PLEASES       and

 He will always do EXACTLY WHAT HE HAS PROMISED         !

 To God be ALL GLORY, HONOR, & PRAISE       !

Summarizing what Paul reveals to us in Romans 9, 10, & 11:

—1) Romans 9 clarifies God’s PLANS & PURPOSES

in CHOOSING       & USING      Israel

to be a CONDUIT    for the GOSPEL               !

 Most Israelites RESISTED & REJECTED Jesus as their MESSIAH!

  Did God or His Word FAIL?

  God’s JUSTICE is PERFECT!

  God extends MERCY & GRACE to undeserving sinners!

  No one has a right to argue with a SOVEREIGN GOD!

  God made PROMISES to Israel that He will fulfill!

  God used Israel’s RESISTANCE to REACH Gentiles with the Gospel



—2)  Romans 10 contrasts the ERROR     of a Gospel of WORKS

 with the EXCLUSIVE            Gospel of GRACE        & confronts us

 with the REALITY of personal RESPONSIBILITY      !

Religion is MAN’S EFFORT TO REACH GOD WITH
   SELF RIGHTEOUSNESS!

The Gospel of Grace is

CONFESSION THAT JESUS IS LORD

  TRUST THAT HIS DEATH & RESURRECTION PAID THE PENALTY FOR
  SIN

  THE GOSPEL MUST BE PRESENTED FOR PEOPLE TO HEAR

—3) Romans 11 concludes that God has a

GLORIOUS FUTURE for Israel !

EVEN THOUGH MOST JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE RESISTED & REJECTED
   GOD’S PROVISION FOR SALVATION FROM SIN, GOD HAS NOT
   REJECTED HIS CHOSEN PEOPLE!

  THE CHURCH’S RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD IS DESIGNED TO MAKE
   ISRAEL JEALOUS

  GENTILE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST SHOULD NEVER BE ARROGANT

  ISRAEL HAS EXPERIENCED A PARTIAL & TEMPORARY SEPARATION

   GOD’S PROMISES & PROPHESIES WILL ALWAYS BE FULFILLED

   GOD’S PLANS & PURPOSES ARE ABOVE & BEYOND OUR

UNDERSTANDING
TO GOD BE THE GLORY FOREVER!

Five Practical Applications in view of God’s sovereign authority:

—1— God’s Word is never frustrated by historical events!

 The unfolding of history fulfills God’s promises & prophesies!

—2— The SOVEREIGNTY of God supports the reliability of the Bible!

—3— There are lessons for us to learn from the unfaithfulness of Israel!

—4— Israel was called to be God’s instrument to spread the message
  of God’s grace.

In our day and age, we are called to be God’s instrument that
 spreads the good news of God’s grace & goodness!

   Success in ministry is never based on the majority or on numbers!

It’s always based on faithfulness!

—5— No one will ever get to heaven/glory on their own terms.
  It’s always a matter of God’s terms!
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