STUDY MATERIALS & QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL
REFLECTION & SMALL GROUP or FAMILY DISCUSSIONS
MAY 7 THRU 13, 2023

—Here are some quotations & Bible references that might initiate
some discussion about our study of Romans 8.

—Romans 1:16-19 ... 28 ... 32 The Gospel is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who trusts (in Him). For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “But the righteous
man shall live by faith.” For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is
evident within them; for God clearly revealed it to them. ... And just as
sinful people did not see fit to acknowledge God’s authority, God gave
them over to a depraved mind, allowing them to do what should not
be done. ... Although they fully know God’s righteous decree that those
who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but also
approve of those who practice them.

—Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus.

—Romans 8:3-4 For what the Law could never do, weak as it was
because of the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so
that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not
walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

—Romans 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the
Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

—Romans 8:14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are
children of God.

—Romans 8:23-25 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the
first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.
For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for
who hopes for what he already sees? But if we hope for what we do not
see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

—Romans 8:28-30 And we can be assured that God orchestrates all
things to fit together for good to those who love God, to those who are
called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He
would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He
predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified;
and these whom He justified, He also glorified.

—“I don't expect nonbelievers to have a desire for the truth, a hunger for
the truth or to search out the truth. That's not what unbelievers do
unless they're being prompted by the Holy Spirit.” —John MacArthur

—“Earthly wisdom is doing what comes naturally. Godly wisdom is doing
what the Holy Spirit compels us to do.” —Charles Stanley

— “What most of us don’t realize is that we are being transformed in our
thinking all the time—either by the world’s value system or by the truth
of God’s Word through the power of His Spirit.” —Chip Ingram

—Too often we take what we think are the tools of spiritual growth and
transformation into our own hands and creatively try to adapt and
adjust ourselves into masterpieces that will impress one another. But
spiritual transformation is exclusively the work of the Holy Spirit. He is
the Potter and we are His clay. Our only role is to allow Him to shape us
into His image by submitting to His perfect plan. —GAD

—“The presence of the Holy Spirit is the keystone of all our hopes.”
—John Nelson Darby

—“God will never direct us to be prideful, arrogant and unforgiving,
immoral or slothful or full of fear. We step into these things because we
are insensitive to the leadership of the Holy Spirit within us.”

—Charles Stanley

—“Sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit in us whereby our inner
being is progressively changed, freeing us more and more from sinful
traits and developing within us over time the virtues of Christ—like
character.” —Jerry Bridges

—“l want to help people understand how to study the Scriptures with
other people, to give them an overview of Scripture and assume that by
understanding the Scriptures better, the Holy Spirit will bring to mind
the right stories, the right teachings.” —Francis Chan



—“People from different backgrounds may not have natural affinity, but
when the Word of God is treated right and the Holy Spirit is allowed to
engage, it can bring together things, people, backgrounds, histories,
races, colors, and cultures and hold them together in a way that natural
affinity may not be able to do.” —Tony Evans

—“Religion can reform a person’s life, but it can never transform him.
Only the Holy Spirit can transform!”

—“We are 100 percent responsible for the pursuit of holiness, but at the
same time we are 100 percent dependent upon the Holy Spirit to enable
us in that pursuit. The pursuit of holiness is not a ‘pull yourself up by your
own bootstraps’ approach to the Christian life.” —Jerry Bridges

—“If the Holy Spirit was withdrawn from the church today, 95% of what
we do would go on and no one would know the difference. If the Holy
Spirit had been withdrawn from the New Testament church, 95% of
what they did would stop, and everybody would know the difference.”
—A. W. Tozer
—1 Corinthians 2:6-16 6 Now we do speak wisdom among the
mature, but not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are
perishing. 7 Instead we speak the wisdom of God, hidden in a mystery,
that God determined before the ages for our glory. 8 None of the rulers
of this age understood it. If they had known it, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But just as it is written, “Things that no eye
has seen, or ear heard, or mind imagined, are the things God has
prepared for those who love him.” 10 God has revealed these to us by
the Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.
11 For who among men knows the things of a man except the man’s
spirit within him? So too, no one knows the things of God except the
Spirit of God. 12 Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know the things that are
freely given to us by God. 13 And we speak about these things, not with
words taught us by human wisdom, but with those taught by the Spirit,
explaining spiritual things to spiritual people. 14 The unbeliever does not
receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him.
And he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.
15 The one who is spiritual discerns all things, yet he himself is
understood by no one. 16 For who has known the mind of the Lord, so as
to advise him? But we have the mind of Christ.

—Here are some questions for personal reflections & discussion.
—1— Are there any quotes & scripture passages that you would like to
discuss? Several of them might provoke or encourage discussion!

—2— In Romans 8:2-17, Paul explains that the presence of God’s Spirit
within our lives is an indication that we are children of God. With that in
mind, in a clear way, how can a person know for sure that he/she is
born again or adopted into God’s family of faith? What are the marks or
characteristics of being a faithful follower? Give biblical support.?

—3— Why is it important to realize that lost people are not merely
people who struggle with sin, but that they are actually in a spiritual
battle that makes them hostile toward God? If an unbeliever tells you
that he/she doesn’t have anything against God, what would you say to
help this person see that he/she is an enemy of the God Who loves
sinners and sent His Son to be the Rescuer he/she needs?

—4— Many say, “God has done all that He can to save sinners; the rest
is up to the will of the sinner.” Why is this an inaccurate concept?

—5— One of the Holy Spirit’s primary roles in the life of a “Christian”
includes convicting him/her of sin. How does that relate to the process
of helping us become holy or to avoid falling into temptation?

—6— In practical terms, what does it mean to “walk in the Spirit?” What
does it mean to “walk in the flesh?” Try to describe what it looks like in a
specific way, not with cliches or catch phrases. Is it possible that an au-
thentic (faithful) follower of the Lord might regularly “walk in the flesh?”
Explain your thoughts about this & try to support what you believe using
scripture.

—7— How does Romans 8:28 provide a sense of encouragement &
comfort? What does this teach/tell us about God’s authority? Why is it
essential for us to submit to God’s authority. How does this verse
relate to Proverbs 3:5-8 or to 1 Corinthians 2:6-167?

—8— Romans 8:26-27 explain that God’s Spirit helps us pray more ef-
fectively. What, if anything, is your greatest hindrance to prayer? How
has God’s Spirit helped or prompted you to pray? Note what these vers-
es say about praying according to God’s will. Do you think that selfish-
ness ever influences or impacts that way we pray?

—9— There’s a strong emphasis in Romans 8 about God’s sovereignty.
Since God is sovereign, how does that affect our prayer lives?



