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—Since these questions are covering both the sermon presentation
during the in–person (live) worship service and also the sermon video
posted online, please carefully read/observe Acts 25–26 in preparation
for these questions. It would also be beneficial to read 2 Corinthians 5
as well.
—Here are some quotations & Bible references that might initiate
some discussion understanding the Gospel message and what’s
involved in giving a personal testimony regarding your faith in Christ.

—Acts 9:1–19
—1 Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of
the Lord, went to the high priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way,
both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As he
was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to the
ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting Me?" 5 And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" And He said, "I
am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but get up and enter the city, and
it will be told you what you must do." 7 The men who traveled with him
stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul got up
from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing;
and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus. 9 And he
was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the
Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." 11
And the Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the street called Straight,
and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for
he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come
in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his sight." 13 But
Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how
much harm he did to Your saints at Jerusalem; 14 and here he has
authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name." 15
But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to

bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel;     16
for I will show him how much he must suffer for My name's sake."  17 So
Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on
him said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the
road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 And immediately there
fell from his eyes something like scales, and he regained his sight, and
he got up and was baptized; 19 and he took food and was strengthened.

—“Conversion involves a complete surrender to Jesus. It's a willingness
to do what He wants you to do.”  —Billy Sunday

—“You can have all of your doctrines right—yet still not have the
presence of God.”         —Leonard Ravenhill

—“The men who followed Him were unique in their generation. They
turned the world upside down because their hearts had been turned
right side up. The world has never been the same.” —Billy Graham

—“To see lonely, selfish, empty individuals transformed slowly but
surely into warm, loving, wholesome, and happy people is to become
aware of why Paul describes Christ as ‘unsearchable riches.’”

—Ray Stedman

—“Unless you have made a complete surrender and are doing his will it
will avail you nothing if you've reformed a thousand times and have your
name on fifty church records.” —Billy Sunday

—A correct and clear understanding of our basic (biblical) beliefs is
essential for effective ministry. In our society, most people are
completely confused about why the Church exists and what relevance its
belief system has in relationship to our culture. It’s likely that our culture
currently has a greater influence on the Church than the Church has on
the culture. It’s long overdue for us to become sincerely serious about
surrendering to Christ and making disciples!       —GAD

—“Another proof of the conquest of a soul for Christ will be found in a
real change of life. If the man does not live differently from what he did
before, both at home and abroad, his repentance needs to be repented
of and his conversion is a fiction.” —Charles Spurgeon



—“Men often take their imagination for their heart; and they believe
they are converted as soon as they think of being converted.”

—Blaise Pascal

—The foolish opinion of an atheist: “Presumably what happened to Jesus
was what happens to all of us when we die. We decompose. Accounts of
Jesus's resurrection and ascension are about as            well-
documented as Jack and the Beanstalk.”   —Richard Dawkins

—“People pay attention when they see that God actually changes
persons and sets them free. When a new Christian stands up and tells
how God has revolutionized his or her life, no one dozes off. When
someone is healed or released from a life-controlling bondage, everyone
takes notice.”     —Jim Cymbala

—“If conversion to Christianity makes no improvement in a man's
outward actions--if he continues to be just as snobbish or spiteful or
envious or ambitious as he was before--then I think we must suspect that
his 'conversion' was largely imaginary.”   —C. S. Lewis

—“When we are born again, a new life - the life of God - is put into us by
the Holy Spirit. But the old self-life, which is called in Scripture the flesh,
is not taken away. The two may coexist in the same heart. "The flesh
lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh.”

—F. B. Meyer

—“I hold to the doctrine of sudden conversion as I do to my life, and I
would as quickly give up my life as give up this doctrine, unless it can be
proved that it is not according to the word of God. Now, I will admit that
light is one thing and birth is another. A soul must be born before it can
see light A child must be born before it can be taught; it must be born
before it can walk; it must be born before it can be educated.”

—D. L. Moody

—Here are some questions to consider (or discuss with someone).

—1— How often do you share your personal testimony of faith in Christ,
explaining what happened when you were converted from a condemned
sinner to a forgiven follower of Christ? Do you believe that this is helpful
in being a witness for the Lord? Why or why not?

—2—  How comfortable are you telling about what the Lord is doing in
your life?  How aware are you that God is at work shaping you into the
image of Christ and changing your sinful habits into activities that please
and honor Him?  How has God changed you?

—3—  What would you say to someone who asked you why you’re a fol-
lower of Christ?

—4— There’s a trend among certain groups of people who claim to be
Christians who oppose the idea of trying to lead others into a saving  re-
lationship with Christ. If you were talking to someone who believes it’s
wrong to try to “convert” or “convince” another person to follow Christ,
how would you defend our responsibility to be a witness for the Lord?

—5— Taking note of how Paul defended his faith in Acts 25–26, what
are some lessons we could learn from him?

—6— What’s the most encouraging aspect of Paul’s conversion
recorded in Acts 9:1–19?

—7— What role does the Holy Spirit have in our decision to become a
follower of Christ? Why is this important for us to recognize?

—8—  In some ways, it might seem to be easy to profess faith in Christ,
and sadly it appears that many such professions might not be genuine,
should we immediately give assurance of salvation to someone who has
just professed Christ?

—9— Many say, “God has done all that He can to save sinners; the rest is
up to the will of the sinner.” Why is this an inaccurate concept?

—10— What do you believe about this idea? Every believer is called to
serve God? —or— Is it  a special calling? Defend your answer using God’s
Word.


