ADDITIONAL APPLICATIONS ALONG WITH QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL
REFLECTION & SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
FOR DECEMBER 18 THRU DECEMBER 24, 2022

—Here are some quotes from scripture, relevant comments about
celebrating Christmas, and some other statements intended to
encourage digging deeper into what God has revealed for us in His
Word about Emmanuel. There are also a few questions included to stir
up some good discussions. The goal in this is to gain or obtain a greater
understanding of what we believe. There are many

assumptions and other traditional ideas about Christmas that might
not be based on biblical truth. It’s a benefit and blessing for us to sort
out the things that might distract or deceive us.

—The birth of Jesus is the most momentous thing that has ever
happened or will ever happen in the entire world. In the specific
scheme of world history, there was never anything like it; there never
will be anything like it again.

—From Luke 2:15-20 As soon as the angels left them and went back to
heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go over to Bethlehem
SO we can see this thing that has taken place, what the Lord has
revealed to us.” So they immediately hurried off and located Mary and
Joseph, and found the baby who was lying in a feeding trough. When
they saw Him, they revealed to others what they had been told
concerning this child, and all who heard it were astonished at what the
shepherds said. But Mary treasured up all these words, pondering in
her heart what they might mean. So the shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen; everything was
exactly as they had been told.

—These shepherds are good examples for us to imitate today. They
received by faith the message God sent them and then responded with
immediate obedience. After finding the Baby, they reported the good
news to others, “glorifying and praising God.” They took the role of the
angels, becoming messengers. Then they humbly returned to their
duties, new men going back to the same old job.

—Warren Wiersbe

—What are some things that we might learn from the actions and
reactions of the shepherds?

—The shepherds were the first people to receive the news of the birth
of the Savior. It's an amazing reality that God would do such a thing as
this. In the Jewish culture during those days, shepherds weren’t
well-regarded or widely—received. They were considered unclean
(ceremonially, socially, and personally) and they represented the
outcasts and sinners for whom Jesus came. Shepherds were often seen
as an untrustworthy and undesirable class. They weren’t allowed to
testify in court, but God provided them with the glorious privilege of
giving the testimony that told how the Lamb of God Who would take
away the sin of the world and become the Good Shepherd Who would
conscientiously care for His sheep!

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive
and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”
—lsaiah 7:14

—How amazed the angels must have been when they saw their
Creator born as a creature, the eternal Word coming to earth as a
helpless, speechless baby. One of the best commentaries on this might
be 2 Corinthians 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you
through His poverty might become rich.” The most appropriate
response from our hearts would be “wonder and worship.”

—Recognizing a Few Biblical Promises Relating to Emmanuel: If you
have some extra time, look at some of these biblical references and see
how they provide us with encouragement.

—1} There are over 300 specific prophesies (promises) given in the Old
Testament about the Savior’s ministry

—2} Genesis 3:15 —The first promise of the Messiah

—3} Isaiah 7:14 —The Messiah will be born of a virgin & will be
Immanuel: God with us!

—4} Micah 5:2 —The Messiah will be born in Bethlehem!

—5} Genesis 12; 17; 21; 49; Numbers 24 —The Messiah will be a
descendent of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, & Judah



—6} Isaiah 53 —The Messiah will be a sacrifice for sin & will die along
side of criminals!

—7} Psalm 22 —The Messiah will be forsaken by God & will be
mocked and ridiculed.

—8} Psalm 16; 49; Matthew 28:2-7 —The Messiah resurrect from
the dead.

—9} John 14  —Jesus will ascend to Heaven and then will return to
take His faithful followers to Glory!

—10} 1 Thessalonians 4:13—-18 —But we do not want you to be
uninformed, ... For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and
remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with these words.

—And Jesus said to the men He met on the Road to Emmaus, "O foolish
people and slow of heart to believe (and trust) in all that the prophets
have spoken! Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things
and to enter into His glory?" Then beginning with Moses and with all
the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all
the Scriptures.  —from Luke 24:25-27

—The Jewish people prior to the birth of Jesus had experienced nearly
400 years of prophetic silence. Not very many people in Israel at that
time were anticipating or expecting that the Messiah could be born.
—How is Simeon an example for us to follow?

—What can we learn from Anna?

—What thoughts do you have about Mary & Joseph? What challenges
would they have faced in their situation?

—How do you think you would have reacted if you had been out in
the fields with the shepherds when the angel came to speak to them?

—One of the most encouraging aspects of our Christmas celebration
might be recognizing the faithfulness of God because God is with us:
EMMANUEL! This is an annual reminder of what it means for us to live
in with the absolute anticipation of HOPE! Romans 15:13 teaches us
that God is our source of HOPE when we abound in trusting Him by
the power of His Spirit!

—The REALITY of Emmanuel (God’s personal presence in our lives)
involves a RELATIONSHIP based on HOPE!

ﬂumility
The birth, life, death, & resurrection of Christ is
saturated in HUMILITY!

gbedience

Jesus was OBEDIENT to the point of death,
death on a cross as our Substitute!

Eromises
God’s PROMISES are trustworthy & true!
We live in peace because we can count on Him to do
exactly what He has promised!

Expectation
Philippians 1:6 For | am sure of this very thing, that the One
who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of
Christ Jesus.
Philippians 2:13 It is God who is at work in you, both to will
and to work for His good (and perfect) pleasure.
Philippians 3:20-21 For our citizenship is in heaven, from
which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into
conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the
power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.



