QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
& SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
FOR DECEMBER 4 THRU DECEMBER 10, 2022

—The title of our series of sermons is, “Emmanuel: The Personal
Appearance of God.” Last week we focused our attention on the
relationship between the birth of Jesus and the celebration of the
Lord’s Supper using Philippians 2. When Jesus “emptied Himself” of
His heavenly authority and glory, He became a human. He was still
fully God, but He limited Himself from how He existed in Heaven, by
taking on the form and appearance of being a man. He became flesh
and was then able to become the sufficient sacrifice for sin. This
week, our emphasis remains on the meaning of Jesus being
Emmanuel, God is with us, but our theme is reflecting on the spiritual
battle where the adversary (the devil) tries to eliminate Emmanuel.
We won’t be able to look at every instance where this is recorded in
the Bible, but we’ll review many of them and conclude with some
applications teaching us how to stand strong against any distractions,
distortions, or deceptions that might remove Christ as the Reason for
the Season!

Here are some quotes that might provoke some interesting and
productive discussion.

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will

conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”
—lsaiah 7:14

—“There is no better time than now, this very Christmas season, for

all of us to rededicate ourselves to the principles taught by Jesus the

Christ. It is the time to love the Lord, our God, with all our heart—and

our neighbors as ourselves.” —various speakers

—“Faith is salted and peppered through everything at Christmas. And
| love at least one night by the Christmas tree to sing and feel the
quiet holiness of that time that’s set apart to celebrate love,
friendship, and God’s gift of the Christ child.” —Amy Grant

—“Whatever commands our time, energy, and resources commands
us. And if we are honest, we will admit that our lives really aren’t that
different from those of our secular counterparts. | suspect that one of
the reasons we are so ineffective in evangelism is that we are so much
like the people around us that we have very little to which we can call
them. We hang around church buildings a little more. We abstain from
a few things. But we simply aren’t that different. We don’t even do
hedonism as well as the folks around us ... but we keep on trying.

As a result of this unfortunate accommodation, Christianity is
reduced to little more than a spiritual crutch to help us through the
minefields of the upwardly mobile life. God is there to help us get our
promotions, our house in the suburbs, and our bills paid. Somehow
God has become a co-conspirator in our agendas instead of our
becoming a co-conspirator in His. Something is seriously amiss.”

—quoted by Steven Cole

—“The very purpose of Christ’s coming into the world was that He
might offer up His life as a sacrifice for the sins of men. He came to die.
This is the heart of Christmas.” —Billy Graham

—“All the Christmas presents in the world are worth nothing without
the presence of Christ! Emmanuel, God is with us.” —David Jeremiah

—“I love the music of Christmas because these songs remind us of
God’s amazing love for you and me.” —Charles Stanley

—“Christmas celebrates the awesome and amazing fact that God is
grander, wiser, and more mysterious than we could have ever
imagined.” —Dan Schaeffer

—"“Once in our world, a stable had something in it that was bigger than
our whole world.” —C.S. Lewis

—“When Christ entered our world, he didn’t come to brighten our
Decembers but to transform our lives.” —Rich Miller

—“May we not ‘spend’ Christmas or ‘observe’ Christmas but rather
‘keep’ it.” —Peter Marshall



“And when the Lord Jesus has become your peace, remember, there is
another thing: goodwill towards men. Do not try to keep Christmas
without goodwill towards men.” —Charles Spurgeon

—These questions are designed to motivate us to dig deeper into God’s
Word and to consider how to apply the truths presented in this study.
Please observe/use the Bible passages listed with each question as a
resource.

1) Before we designate a specific Bible passage to consider, let’s probe
our perspectives & perceptions about celebrating Christmas. There’s
been a movement over the past few years attempting to “keep Christ in
Christmas,” because many businesses have determined that some
people might be offended by too much emphasis on the Christian views
of the holiday. What thoughts do you have about this?
—Has Christmas become too secular or commercialized?
—How careful or cautious should we be in trying to avoid saying
things that might be offensive to a non—believer?
—Do you believe Christmas genuinely provides us with special
opportunities to share the Gospel?
—Where is the line that we should maintain to avoid being pushy,
persuasive, or bold in wanting to share God’s message of mercy,
grace, & love leading to salvation?

2) Using Matthew 2:1-22, how did the visit from the Magi impact the
city of Jerusalem? It seems as if Jesus’ birth wasn’t known or recognized
until they arrived? What was Herod’s real motive in asking them to
report back to him? Why should it be significant to us that the Magi
were foreigners who went out of their way to worship Jesus?

3) Noting what we find in Luke 4:1-30 (the temptation of Jesus and the
reaction to Jesus’ teaching),
—even though this temptation fulfilled prophecy, what was the
devil’s motive in tempting Jesus?
—based on Luke 4:13, what should we realize about the devil’s
actions and activities?
—looking at Luke 4:28-30, what type of dangers did Jesus face and
why did He face these threats?

4) Emmanuel (or Immanuel) is intended to be an encouraging reality
for us who have placed our trust (dependence) in Christ. Do you think
we place enough emphasis on this? God’s personal presence in the life
of every genuine follower of Christ is an extremely important privilege.
How can we encourage one another to experience and enjoy this
blessing in a more significant way?

5) Please observe John 8:54-59; John 10:22-33; John 11:47-57.
—Why were the Jewish leaders threatened by Jesus?
—Discuss their motives and the influences that were driving them.
—In John 13:21-30, we find another explanation of what was
motivating those who were trying to eliminate Emmanuel.
What lessons should we learn from this?

6) Now please carefully observe 1 John 2:18-29.

Please discuss why these application statements are important for us

to recognize and understand.

—1} The Adversary has actively opposed God’s TRUTH thru—out
history!

—2} His goal is to DISTORT, DECEIVE, DIVIDE, DISTRACT & DESTROY!

—3} The Promise & Presence of Emmanuel is what

Greater is He Who resides in us than the one who is in the world!

There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus!
Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus!

Admit my need for spiritual wisdom & understanding!
Believe God’s promises

Identify how God’s TRUTHS apply & relate to my life
Discern what’s false & untrue

Eliminate what’s false from my mind by filling it with TRUTH



