QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
& SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

—Once again, we’re continuing our emphasis on prayer, but this
week our focus expands into a study about God’s Kingdom. Too
often, a general sense of confusion seems to exist about the
meaning and importance of “the kingdom.” This study isn’t long
enough to answer all the questions pertaining to this, but it will
provide a helpful summary for us to see how important it is for us as
faithful followers of our Lord Jesus. In order to introduce this week’s
discussion questions, let’s begin with a few quotations (some from
the Bible and others from prominent Bible teachers) that could
promote (& provoke) some beneficial conversation.

—“The seeking of the kingdom of God is the chief business of the
Christian life!” —Jonathan Edwards

—“Many Christians have the mistaken notion that eternal life begins
when they die. But that is not biblically accurate. Eternal life begins
when we are born again into the Kingdom of God.” —David Jeremiah.

—“If we do anything to further the kingdom of God, we may expect
to find what Christ found on that road: abuse, indifference, injustice,
misunderstanding, trouble of some kind. To that you were called.”
—Elisabeth Elliot

—“If you can really make a man believe you love him, you have won
him as a friend; and if | could only make people really believe that
God loves them, what a rush we would see for the kingdom of God!”
—Dwight L. Moody

—Psalm 145:13
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
And Your sovereign rule extends throughout all generations.

—Psalm 115:1-3

1 Not to us, O Lord, not to us, But to Your name give glory
Because of Your lovingkindness, because of Your truth.

2 Why should the nations say, "Where, now, is their God?"

3 But our God is in the heavens; He does whatever He pleases.

—“Every voting choice you exercise ought to be for the candidate,
platform, party, or policy that will best represent the values of the
kingdom of God.” —Tony Evans

—These questions are designed to motivate us to dig deeper into
God’s Word.

1) The basic theme found in the Book of Judges can be summed up
in these two statements. “In those days, there was no king in Israel
and everyone did what was right in their own eyes!” & “The sons of
Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord.” What does this teach us about
what takes place when we forget or ignore the reality that we are
part of God’s Kingdom, living under His authority?

2) Proverbs 3:5-8 instructs us about what it means (1) to totally
trust in the Lord, (2) to recognize His authority, (3) to remember that
our human perspectives & perceptions (our feelings & opinions) can
lead us astray and deceive us. Please take some time to consider
how this has a practical influence on our lives.

3) Please carefully observe Daniel 4:28-37. What does this teach us
about God’s sovereignty and authority? How is this lesson relevant
to us, even though we aren’t rulers like Nebuchadnezzar?

4) Using Romans 1:18-32, what are some important truths we should
apply and absorbinto our lives regarding God’s authority over us and
how He deals with those who reject or resist His guidelines for living?

—Discussion questions that relate to various points & applications
given within the sermon: Here are the life lessons provided in the
sermon notes. How do they apply to us and why are they important?

—1} Because ofthe problem of sin, our Lord Jesus Christ placed an
EMPHASIS on praying for the Kingdom to come!

—2} God’s Kingdom was initially ESTABLISHED when “in the
beginning God created the Heavens and the earth!”

—3} Whenever people “fail to acknowledge God’s authority,”
they’ll EXPERIENCE the curse of chaos and confusion.

—4} God’s Kingdom is an ESSENTIAL theme in His Word!

—5} Once we experience the physical reality of God’s Kingdom,
we’ll never want to look back at what we thought was so
wonderful about our earthly lives !



