
Getting A Greater Glimpse of God’s Glory
A Study about Prayer from Matthew 6:1–24

Facing the Facts About Temptation:
Prayerful Preparation Pointing to Protection!

—Matthew 6:13 with other relevant biblical support

—Matthew 6:9–13 9 “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father in heaven,
may Your name be honored as holy, 10 may Your kingdom come, may
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily
bread, 12 and forgive us our debts, as we ourselves have forgiven our
debtors. 13 And don’t lead us into trials that result in temptation, but
deliver us from the evil one.’”

Isaiah 6:1–8  1 In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting
on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the
temple. 2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two
he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he
flew. 3 And one called out to another and said, "Holy, Holy, Holy, is the
Lord of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory." 4 And the founda-
tions of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out,
while the temple was filling with smoke. 5 Then I said, "Woe is me, for
I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a
people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of
hosts." 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in
his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs. 7 He touched
my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has touched your lips; and
your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven." 8 Then I heard the
voice of the Lord, saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for
Us?" Then I said, "Here am I. Send me!"

—James 1:2–3, … 13–14 2 Consider it all joy, my brothers and
sisters, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing
of your faith produces endurance. … 13 Let no one say when he is
tempted, "I am being tempted by God;” for God cannot be tempted by
evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 14 But each one is
tempted when he is carried away and lured by his own lust.

—James 3:1–2, 5, 8   1 Let not many of you become teachers, my
brothers and sisters, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter
judgment. 2 For we all stumble in many ways. But, if anyone does not
stumble in what he says, he is a perfect person, able to bridle the whole
body as well. … 5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet
it boasts of great things. … 8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a
restless evil and full of deadly poison.

—1 Peter 5:8–9  8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the
devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences
of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the
world.

—John 17:13–17 (Jesus is praying) 13 “But now I am coming to You,
and I am saying these things in the world, so they may experience My
joy completed in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word, and the
world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as
I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking You to take them out
of the world, but that You would protect them from the evil one.
16 They do not belong to the world just as I do not belong to the world.
17 Set them apart in the truth; Your word is truth.”

—1— Recognizing the RELEVANCE & REASONS for this REQUEST

—Three REALITIES behind what Jesus was instructing us to ask:

1}—OUR TONGUE TROUBLE —Isaiah 6:1–8 & James 3:2, 5, 8

We live among a people who have unclean lips!
Language, lusts, loose living, licentious lifestyles, lawlessness

There are no exceptions —because by nature, we’re all sinful.

No one can tame the tongue without supernatural help from God!

By trusting in Christ as our Savior & Lord, we are forgiven —there is
no condemnation for anyone who totally trusts in Christ!
But the battle still rages.  At the very moment by grace we became
friends of God, we became enemies with the evil one.

Our tongue trouble persists & God is at work helping us tame our
tongues
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2}—GOD USES TESTS & TRIALS           TO TEACH & TRAIN              US.

AT WORK TAMING OUR TONGUES          —James 1:2–3; 13–14
& TRAINING US TO TRUST HIM

HIS GUIDANCE LEADS TO PATHS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

We can’t allow the TESTS & TRIALS         of life to TURN         into a

TEMPTATION          where we follow our PERSONAL PLANS

that might lead to PROBLEMS       .   Example: ABRAHAM

     Isaiah 40:28–31

     Psalm 46:10–11

3}—TEMPTATIONS         THAT TRAP & TRICK             US
—James 1:12–18 & 1 Corinthians 10:11–13

Temptation is not sin, but we’re warned throughout Scripture that
   we should run, avoid, or flee from temptation.

   Humbly following God’s instructions and guidance enables us to
   stand strong against the schemes of the evil one.

Temptations are used by the evil one to deceive, distract, & divert
 our attention away from God & His word of truth that empowers &
 enlightens us.

—Temptations are common to everyone.
—God is fully faithful!
—He will not allow us to be tempted in a way that goes beyond His
  ability to help us escape.
—But we need to submit to His authority in order to find the path

of escape.

—2— RELYING            on the REMEDY       & RESOURCES

God provides for us

1}—    Prayer is an ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

   of our ABSOLUTE DEPENDENCE           on God!

REMINDS us about God’s PRESENCE!

RECOGNIZES God’s POWER!

REINFORCES Godly PRIORITIES!

RENEWS our PERSPECTIVE!

2}—    Prayer is an ADMISSION        that we cannot BATTLE

   with the POWER OF EVIL       without God’s ASSISTANCE       !

3}—    Prayer is ASKING        for God’s ARMOR to give us

spiritual protection & power!

We’re never told to ATTACK        Satan & his evil forces!

But we’re COMMANDED          to PROTECT             ourselves

by WEARING            the FULL ARMOR         God provides!

—Ephesians 6:10–20
 —The BELT of TRUTH          (Counteracts deception & supports us)

 —The BREASTPLATE of RIGHTEOUSNESS (We’re declared righteous!)

  —The SHOES of the GOOD NEWS of PEACE with God
       (Able to stand firm because we’re in good standing with God!)

 —The SHIELD of FAITH    (Stops the fiery darts of deception)

 —The HELMET of SALVATION   (Protects our minds & thoughts;
    when God controls our minds, we’re able to dismiss what’s false.)

 —The SWORD of the SPIRIT      (God’s Word is our weapon for
battling against the deceptive influences of the adversary!)


