Persuasive Preaching Prompts

Profitable Priorities!
Titus 3:8-11 with other selected passages

Obstacles that hinder effective ministry & outreach
come from both inside & outside the church.

One’s personal passion for reaching out & teaching others God’s

Truth will determine whether they are a help —or—- a hindrance.

Our willingness to deal with anyone who might be hurting the
ministry (including ourselves if we have personal or unconfessed
sin) will determine whether we are a help or a hindrance.

Four questions to ask ourselves about Ministry Obstacles:

Is the DOOR closed?

Is the DEVIL causing trouble?

Is this a reminder about DEPENDING on the Lord?
Has God given us the DIRECTIONS for us to follow?

—FOUR PROFITABLE & PRODUCTIVE REMINDERS:
—1— CLARIFYING the OBJECTIVES. {3:8}
—Pastors, teachers, & leaders need to STRESS “truth.”

1. “This is a trustworthy saying.” = something of great importance
2. “I want you to speak confidently/stress/insist” = emphasize!

3. “These things/truths are good/profitable/beneficial/excellent”
= teaching God’s Word & reaching out in God’s strength

4. God’s truth is persuasive & it penetrates our lives/lifestyles.

—Genuine believers should have a STRATEGY for ministry.

1. “so that those who believe” = all Christians are called to service
2. “—may be careful/intent on” = an intentional plan/process

3. “—to engage/devote themselves in good deeds”= sincere acts
of service & kindness to benefit others & honor God

4. “These things/truths are good and profitable” = refers to the
overall effectiveness, fruitfulness, & benefits of ministry

—2—  CLEARING OUT the OBSTACLES. {3:9-11}

—The “question” of STAYING AWAY from “foolishness.”

1. “controversies/genealogies/disputes/legalism” = philosophical
& theological arguments/debates that distract from the gospel

2. “Foolish/unprofitable/empty/useless” = futile & based on
human reason; takes focus away from the truth of God’s Word

3. “Avoid” = turn away from these & turn back to God’s Word

4. Note the contrast between what is beneficial in 3:8 & 3:9.

—The necessity of SEPARATING from heresy.

1.”Reject/warn” = DON’T participate & give no credence

2. “factious/divisive” = one who distorts the truth & divides the
church with controversial, contradictory, or confusing teaching

3. “perverted, sinful & self-condemned” = one who twists truth &
and right/wrong

Applications from Today’s Study

{1} God wants us to consistently focus attention on the truth of

His Word-it is the key to a healthy spiritual life/lifestyle.

{2} God also wants us to consistently recognize/review our plan

& purpose (our mission & motives) for ministry.

{3} God wants us to make the most of the opportunities He

gives us by avoiding what is foolish, futile, & factious.
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