
Getting A Greater Glimpse of God’s Glory
A Study about Prayer from Matthew 6:1–24

Prayer Is Putting Pride In Its Proper Place!
—1 Peter 5:5b–7 with support from Matthew 6:1–24

The MAIN EMPHASIS of Today’s Study:

Prayer is ACKNOWLEDGING our DEPENDENCE of God!

Prayer RE–DIRECTS our ATTENTION toward God!

Prayer RELIEVES our ANXIETIES!

Prayer RENEWS our ATTITUDE!

—1 Peter 5:5b–7
5b All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for
God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.
6 Therefore, God will exalt you at the proper time, if you humble
yourselves under His mighty hand 7 by casting all your anxiety on Him,
because He cares for you.

Introducing this series of sermons based on Matthew 6:1–-24

—Jesus provided His followers with an EXAMPLE of a prayer life that
  demonstrated an authentic awareness of the PRIORITY & PURPOSE
  of prayer. Even though Jesus was God, His life was characterized by
  prayer!

—1— Jesus identified how PERSONAL PRIDE affects our prayer lives.
{Matthew 6:1–8; 16–24}

—2—  Analyzing & explaining the biblical text:   {1 Peter 5:5b–7}

 —all of you      every follower of Christ

 —clothe yourselves with humility toward one another

Dress in the garments of servant hood

 — God is opposed to the proud

Our pride dishonors God because it distrusts Him!
  Pride is an independent & inflated sense of self importance
  Pride is a form of idolatry!

 —but gives grace to the humble

It takes humility for us to accept & acknowledge God’s grace!

 —Therefore, God will exalt you at the proper time

God always provides for what’s best for those who love Him
  and are  humbly wanting to give Him glory … Romans 8:28–29

 —if you humble yourselves under His mighty hand

 acknowledging & affirming God’s sovereign authority & power
  trusting in His promises, plans, & purposes

 —by casting all your anxiety on Him

moving from our independence and desire to do things ourselves
  and placing 100% trust in God’s provisions  & promises

  anxiety = anything that distracts us from depending & trusting on
     the Lord —literally a divided mind trying to determine
     what to do when we can’t think clearly

 —because He cares for you!

 an emphatic statement describing God’s perfect provision
  designed to meet our most pressing need



—3—  Prayer  involves: {1 Peter 5:5b–7}

 —ACKNOWLEDGING        God’s POWER           !

 —ANTICIPATING      God’s PROMISES       !

 — ADJUSTING    our PRIORITIES  !

 —AFFIRMING    God’s PRESENCE    !

—SOME PRACTICAL LESSON TO ABSORB & APPLY TO OUR LIVES:

—1} Prayer RE–DIRECTS my ATTENTION toward God and

  pulls my thoughts  away from my PROBLEMS !

—2}  Prayer REVIEWS God’s ACCOMPLISHMENTS and

helps me remember that God always PROVIDES !

—3} Prayer RELIEVES my ANXIETIES and provides
a sense of PEACE !

—4}  Prayer RENEWS my ATTITUDE  and leads me

toward a POSITIVE perspective!
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