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A Word from Pastor Blake
Essential Practices of the Church
Wayne Grudem defines the church as a community of all true believers for all time.1 A truly biblical church is one that is built on
God’s word. The whole Bible is a process of God revealing Himself and man responding to God. God reveals Himself to Abraham and
Abraham follows God (Gen.12). God reveals Himself to Moses and Moses follows Him (Ex. 3). God calls Israel out of Egypt to be His
treasured possession (Deut. 7) and Israel is called to follow God. Just like Israel, this new people who were called Christians, are built
on the word of God (Eph. 2:20). My working definition is the church is a set apart community of people who find their identity in the
Bible. I am going to go more in depth of what a church should practice according to the Bible. These distinctions will set them apart
from parachurch organizations.
A church believes the gospel. Paul reminds the church that Christ died for their sins, was buried, and was raised on the third day
(1 Cor. 15:3-5). There is no other way to be part of God’s people and receive salvation (Acts 4:12). In the past the people were set

apart if they were in the house of Israel and by keeping the commandments. Now the church is set apart by holding to the gospel.
This message is what differentiates the church from false churches and other religions.
A church practices the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s supper. Churches may practice these two sacraments differently, but
both baptism and the Lord’s supper reveals that one is associating with Christ. Baptism is a way to associate with Christ’s death,
burial, and resurrection (Rom. 6:3-4). It is a visible reminder of the gospel which the church was founded on. The Lord’s supper is
another reminder of the gospel, a reminder that one is united with Christ (1 Cor. 11:23-26).
A true church has a biblical polity. Churches may differ on how to structure polity, but the Bible is clear that a church should have
elders and deacons. The elders are called to shepherd of God’s flock for a reason. In shepherding the flock, the elders know their
sheep, feed their sheep, lead their sheep, and protect their sheep (Psalm 23).2 I am using the word elder instead of pastor because

we so often separate the two roles. Pastors and elders are the same thing in the New Testament. Deacons help serve in the church to
free up elders for the work of ministry (Acts 6:1-7)
A church also encourages membership. The Bible calls the church a flock (Acts 20:28), a body (1 Cor. 12), and a household
(1 Tim. 3:5). People who enter the flock, become part of the body, and live in the household. All these images give the vision of
belonging and being cared for. A church should offer a way into the flock so the person can be cared for by elders, deacons, and other
members, and submit to the authority of the church (Heb. 13:7). They show their allegiance with the local body of believers, to edify
and build up the church. When you enter the body you now have a role to play and are significant to life for the church (1 Cor. 12).
A church provides opportunity for growth. Matthew 28:18-20 is the commission to believers to make disciples. Discipleship is
more than evangelism. It is helping people become mature in Christ. Pastors and elders equip the saints so they can do the work of
the ministry (Eph. 4:11-13). A church disciples’ people through preaching, small groups, and counseling.
Matthew 18 is clear that church practices church discipline. This often happens when a member confronts another member. A
person brings sin to light and confronts the person sinning. If the person does not listen, then they bring another person to confront
the person in sin. If they still do not listen, they bring it to the church. If the person still does not repent, then they are thrown out of
the church and viewed as an unbeliever. This is done out of love in the hopes that the person will repent and come to Christ. A
church must practice discipline. Paul rebukes the church for allowing sin inside the church (2 Cor. 5). Church discipline happens because the people who claim to be true believers should be true believers.
____________________
1 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology, p. 853

2 Mike Pohlman., Lecture: What does a Shepherd do?, SBTS

Updates and Opportunities
Starting the week of September 11
You are created for community! We believe that growth groups are
one way we can experience community, living life together at ACEFC.
Sign up today by filling out the insert in the bulletin or contacting the
office at 920-735-9971 or emailing office@applefreechurch.org

La Courte Oreilles Indian Reservation Trip
The fall trip to the Lac Courte Oreilles reservation will be October 7-9. Cost is $50 per adult,
17 and under are free if accompanied by an adult. We leave Friday late morning/early
afternoon and return Sunday afternoon. We will be doing serving projects in the community
and within the Shack ministry. If you want to know more about this trip, please contact
Tim 920-851-9803, or Sue 920-851-3104.

Fall Women’s Bible Study—With Us in the Wilderness
Join us as we begin a 7 session study of the book of Numbers, or according to it’s Hebrew
title, In the Wilderness.
This is the continuing story of the people of Israel’s journey to the Promised Land. It is a
story of wilderness wandering, but also a story of God’s presence. There are many
challenges, victories, and also rebellions, yet God’s love, provision and promises remained.
God’s faithfulness to Israel reminds us that He is also faithful to us. No matter what season
we may be in or how bleak the situation God is with us. God is for us. God will see us
through. Classes begin the week of September 19. There is a Monday night class at 6:00 p.m. or a Wednesday
morning class at 10:00 a.m. Cost is $15.00. Please contact the church office for more details and to register.

Come and join us September 18 at Pizza Ranch
(5450 W. Integrity Way).
We have reserved a community room for after church so we
can spend some time eating and enjoying fellowship with one
another. If you can’t join us this time,you can join us next
time.

SAVE THE DATE!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2022
9:00—1100 a.m.

ALL CHURCH FALL KICK OFF
We will have a time of fellowship, worship, training and some
surprises. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend.
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Youth and Children’s Ministry

What's Happening in Growing God's Way Children's and Youth Ministries:
I can’t believe we are heading into fall! This fall we will be using The Gospel Project starting Sept. 18. We will have a
special Getting To Know your Bible lesson on Sept. 11.
Sprouts: will be learning about Elijah and Elisha.
Verse: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and
with all your strength. Deuteronomy 6:5
Evergreens: will be learning about idols, prophets, and miracles.
Verse: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and with all
your strength. Deuteronomy 6:5
Starting September 11 Kindergarten through 5th grade will be in the
EVERGREENS ROOM. If your child is not in kindergarten, they will be in the
SPROUTS ROOM.
We will have the Lil’ Sprouts room open when needed for children under 2.
Bible Sunday will be September 11, children entering kindergarten and 6th grade will receive a Bible during service.
Sunday School (9:00-9:45) will start on September 25. Aimee Moran will be teaching.
If you are not serving currently, please prayerfully consider serving in Children's or
Youth Ministries. Both ministries would like a few more regular volunteers OR subs.

If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ the world will teach them not to.

Awana is kicking off on September 7 from 6 to 7:30! This is a year you will
want to be a part of! Join us on Wednesdays for fun-filled evenings with
games, worship, fellowship, and study. A special shout out to our amazing
Awana leaders who are serving this year! Thanks for serving our children!
September 21 is Silly Hat Night!

Come and join us on Sunday nights from 6:00-8:00
p.m. at the church for our Youth Gatherings.
Everyone is welcome!
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Elders Report—Desmond VanHouten
Hebrew 12:1 – 3
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart.
2 Timothy 4:7

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
I am currently deep in the heart of training for my first marathon. During the running, I am reminded of the
Bible comparing our lives to running a race (Hebrews 12:1-3) and encouraging believers to finish strong. As
my training miles have increased, I have had numerous hours to meditate on the analogy of life being an
endurance race, with Heaven as the finish line (2 Timothy 4:7). During my reflection while running, I have
been thinking more about the following concepts of an actual race and relation to Christian life.
•

•

•

•

•

Our race is our own –The races I am entering have thousands of runners, and only 1 will be the overall
winner. I enter the race knowing that I will ultimately lose. I am not entering the races to win; I am
entering the races to run my race and compete personally. Hebrew points out that we are all running the
race that is marked out for us. As Christians, we should be focused on following the path that God has put
in front of us and not comparing ourselves or our lives to the other runners around us.
Endurance requires practice – If you have ever tried to run an endurance race, you know that practice and
putting in the time to run many miles is the best way to succeed on finishing. Without the practice, it is
easy to lose hope that you can run the long distance needed to finish the race. Practice in our Christian
lives is being in prayer with God, spending time in His Word, and living Biblically in the midst of trials. The
time invested in the practice allows you to finish the race.
Running is more fun with friends – Training for a marathon requires very long practice runs that take over
3 hours to complete. I have had the enjoyment during this training to be able to run with other men on
my long runs. Having that company has been enjoyable and the time running has flown by. In our
Christian lives, we need to be around other people. God created us to be social and in community with
other believers. Running the race of life is more enjoyable when we are fellowshipping and worshiping
with other believers and being a part of a local church.
People are spectating– Part of the excitement on race day is running with people lining the streets,
watching you, and cheering you on. As a spectator, I have found myself noticing how the runners are
running. Some, I was in awe of how effortless running looked, others I was amazed at the
determination. Ultimately, my decision to run a marathon came from being around other runners and
seeing their accomplishments. As Christians, people are watching. Believers are getting encouragement,
non-believers are waiting for a stumble. Ultimately, God desires your life to reflect His greatness.
The race is comprised of the journey AND the finish – You cannot complete and finish a race without
running along the full course that is planned by the race organizers. How you run along the full course will
determine how hard it is to finish the race. As a Christian, how we live our lives affects how difficult it is to
finish. We should focus on living every day for God and not only focus on the finish line at the end.
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Church Happening’s
Vacation Bible School
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Church Happening’s
Children’s Church Slip & Slide & Ice Cream
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Church Happening’s
Men’s Breakfast

True Woman ’22 is coming to ACEFC! We are hosting the livestream
of this three-day event from September 22 – 24. Heaven Rules (this
year’s theme) is the two-word answer for every two-word worry,
for every wave of assault on the peace of your mind. Because
Heaven’s rule is God’s rule: His rule over nations, leaders, and
nature; His rule over Covid, cancer, and concerns about your kids.
Join us for some or all the sessions (schedule coming) and anchor
your heart in the unshakable truth that Jesus is King. Please see
Molly or Debbie Soto if you have any questions.
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Church Happening’s
Small Group “Waffle House” Get-Together

Moving Playground Equipment from Hortonville Elementary School to Church
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Some Prayerful Thoughts from Pastor Greg
Pondering Our Personal Perspective & Perception About Prayer:
A Privilege, A Priority, A Practice, A Pattern,& A Promise of Peace!!
I recently heard someone make this interesting comparison: “In a similar way that our pulse is used as one of
the ways to measure our physical health, our prayer life might be an accurate indication of our spiritual health.”
This statement isn’t intended to intimidate, admonish, or threaten anyone; it’s designed to do exactly the
opposite. With the beginning of a new ministry year (September thru August), after much prayerful planning, it’s
been decided that we’ll highlight or emphasize the importance of prayer over the next several months. To be
more specific, for much of this calendar year, I’ve sensed a strong personal conviction about increasing and
improving my time and effort for prayer. I mentioned it a couple times during our weekly staff meetings and our
discussions prompted this decision to encourage everyone to become more involved in enjoying the benefits and
blessings that result from having intimate fellowship with our Heavenly Father through prayer.
So, let’s take a few minutes for each of us to “ponder our personal perspective and perception about prayer!”
On September 11, I’m going to start a series of Sunday messages
"
concentrating on prayer. I’ve been studying in preparation for this and
True prayer is a way of life, here are some truths that I’ve jotted down as I’ve read God’s Word along
not just for use in cases of
with what other pastors and some “well–known people of faith” have
emergency. Make it a habit, written about prayer. I trust that this will provoke and motivate all of us
and when the need arises you to analyze the attention we give to prayer. There are numerous Bible
passages that have contributed to this. When it’s appropriate, I’ll note
will be in practice."
the reference, but in some cases, there
—Billy Graham
are too many to passages to list.
"Is prayer your steering
—1— Prayer demonstrates our
wheel or your spare tire?"
dependence on God. As our faith grows, it seems as if the amount of time we
—Corrie ten Boom
spend in prayer should increase. However, in our contemporary culture, it often
appears that our busyness and fast–paced schedules distract us from investing an
appropriate amount of time praying.
—2— Prayer is not for emergency use only! It should be a
“Don’t be anxious about anything!
disciplined practice that becomes a pattern for our every day lives.
Instead, in every situation, through
The faith–filled routine for a committed follower of Christ involves an
prayer and petition with thanksgiving, intimate, prayer focused lifestyle.
tell your requests to God. And the peace —3— Prayer is never an attempt to change or overcome God’s
sovereign plans and purposes! Instead, it’s an opportunity for us to
of God that surpasses all understanding claim God’s perfect promises expressed throughout His Word.
will guard your hearts and minds in
—4— Prayer isn’t a personal wish list for our wants or
desires! It’s about seeking God’s will. 1 John 5:13–15 expresses this
Christ Jesus.” —Philippians 4:6–7
marvelous reality to us. “These things I have written to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that
you have eternal life. This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He
hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked
from Him.”
—5— Finally, prayer is a privilege that we should never take for granted. In view of this, we might want to
make it a priority! God’s throne of grace is available to us 24 hours each day, and 7 days each and every week! When we
pray, God’s peace, that goes far beyond our personal understanding, is able to guard our hearts and
minds in order to calm our anxieties, worries, and fears!
As always, with prayer for God’s glory and praise for His grace, Pastor Greg

10

Missionary of the Month-Nikki Tetschner with CRU
ACEFC,
First and foremost I want to say THANK-YOU for all the love and support you have provided to me and
my family. This church holds a very special place in my heart since I spent my youth years involved
there. My walk with the Lord was deepened and I learned how to share my faith because of my
involvement in church and youth-group. My time at ACEFC help launch me into a lifetime of ministry.
Here are some highlights of things happening in ministry this month:
1. Fall semester is starting at UNL where I will be focusing my ministry this year. This is the first week of
classes for students. We are launching our weekly meeting, and Bible Studies this week. Pray that God
will draw people to come who want to grow in their relationship with Jesus or those that are seeking
and want to know more about what it means to be in a relationship with Jesus.
2. My specific roles include coaching the staff women and leading a Bible Study of student women who
are leading Bible Studies on campus. Pray for us as we study 1 Thessalonians this fall. I also get to meet
one on one with the student leaders to help them grow in their walk with the Lord and teach them to
share their faith.

3. Our staff team is coaching ministries on 4 campuses across NE this fall. Would you pray for wisdom as our team is small and it's a
lot of driving and planning to coach 4 different campuses.
4. Sunday night at UNL was the freshmen club fair on campus. We were able to hand out free drinks and ask students to take a
spiritual interest survey. We had over 500 surveys filled out and are in the process of figuring out how to follow up with all those
that are interested. Pray for us as staff and students as we work together to make sure that every student has an opportunity to
hear the gospel and be invited to Cru.

5. Our first weekly meeting is
tonight. Pray that students would
come and that God would be
honored in what is shared and the
fellowship that is had.

Prayer requests:
Pray for us as the fall is our busiest time of year. Pray for me as a mom to prioritize my time well so that I can care for and disciple
my kids well and invest in college students. I know I'm called to minister to both my kids and college students for this season so pray
that I'd know how to prioritize the right things and invest my time in the right places.
Pray for Christian students to come to college and get connected in a ministry so that they continue to grow and multiply their
faith. Pray that non-Christian students have the opportunity to hear and respond to the gospel.
Pray for our student leaders as they juggle being college students and leading and investing in other students.
With Joy,
Nikki

Mission of the Month— Pillars Homeless Shelter
For August & September we will be collecting shaving cream,
dryer sheets, laundry detergent, hangers (new please), laundry
baskets (new please), and toilet paper for the homeless shelter.
Please place your items in the donation box located between the
prayer room and Lisa’s office.
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Our Mission here at Appleton Community EFC is to lead all people in a growing relationship with
Christ.
Growing together in Christ we value:
Biblical Truth
We depend on the Bible as our source of authority in what we
believe, what we teach, and how we live. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Worship
We believe that we are created by God to worship Him. Therefore, we live in worshipful response to God’s character and activity. (Psalm 86:11)
Prayer
We believe that daily prayer is essential in the life of a believer and as such we pray with
expectancy knowing that God is actively involved in our world. (Colossians 4:2)
Evangelism
We believe in sharing the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ with honesty and humility.
(Matthew 28:19-20)
Fellowship
We believe that accountability, caring and a sense of belonging are essential for each believer to
grow in their relationship with Christ. (Philippians 2:1-4)
Encouragement
We believe we are responsible for caring for and encouraging one another.
(1 Thessalonians 5:11)

Appleton Community
Evangelical Free Church
2490 W. Capitol Dr.
Appleton, WI 54914
Phone 920-735-9971

Church Office Hours
Closed Mondays
Tuesday—Friday
8:30 am – 2:30 pm
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