QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION & GROUP DISCUSSION

—As you begin, it would be beneficial for you to read Exodus 19 &
20. This study focuses most of its attention on Exodus 20:1-6, but
having an accurate perception of the surrounding verses will be
helpful.

—These first questions are intended to provoke some thought that
will lead to personal reflection about how the Ten Commandments
relate to our lives in a practical way.

—How do you read the Ten Commandments, are they a set of
requirements, a set of responsibilities, or a set of rules?

—Other passages of scripture tell us that the Ten Commandments
were given to show us that we need a Savior. How do they
accomplish this goal?

—We might also say that the Ten Commandments provide us with
a sense of protection from the damages caused by sin. How
does this work?

—For some people, the Ten Commandments provide us with
“common sense” that enables us to navigate through life in a
proper way. How would you respond to that idea?

—Here are some questions that relate to the applications provided
with each of the main points in the sermon/study:

Anytime we place anything or anyone above our Lord God, we’re
devaluing His authority & decreasing our allegiance to God!

—Some people would suggest that this idea is too restrictive,
especially because it’s impossible to follow. What thoughts do you
have about this?

—Would you consider it to be dangerous when we become lenient
in the area of placing what we love and enjoy above our relationship
with God?

—1 John 5:21 concludes this letter written by the apostle John with
this statement: “Little children, guard yourselves from idols.” The
word guard could be translated to say, “Keep a close eye and pay
attention to this in order to protect and safeguard yourself.” Why
are idols harmful to our faith in the Lord?

—What are some practical steps you might suggest to protect
ourselves from the temptation of treasuring idols too much?

With regard to Exodus 20:4-6, we’re told that crafting artwork or
images of God (or gods) is something that angers God. Here’s the
wording of the application given in the sermon notes: “Our Lord
God Almighty is perfect! It’s impossible for us to create anything
that accurately or appropriately represents God in a visual way.”

—What personal thoughts do you have about this?

—Is it wrong for us to have portraits or images of Jesus?

—Some people think this is petty. What does Exodus 20:5-6 say that
might counteract people’s objections to this application?

Based on Exodus 20:4—-6, whenever people worship God in a wrong
way, most of the time, they end up wrong in their lifestyles. Wrong
worship involves idolatry or anything that pushes an evil agenda.

—How might wrong worship lead to problems, or to deeper sin?
—Why is it important to acknowledge God’s authority over how we
worship Him?

Finally, the last life lesson given in the sermon notes suggests that
we take time to ANALYZE our AFFECTIONS, ATTITUDES, & our
ATTENTION toward God’s AUTHORITY over our how we live and
what we love.

—Do you agree that our culture has developed a love affair with
AMUSEMENT? Have we made it into a god?

—How does one’s ATTITUDE toward God influence our trust in Him
and our ability to obey His Word?

—Where should we draw the line in the depth of our desires for
pleasure? Pleasure should be a part of each of our lives. We give God
glory by enjoying what He’s given us. But when and where do we
step over the line in possibly placing things we enjoy (and love)
above our relationship with God? These aren’t easy topics to discuss
or questions to answer, but we can’t avoid them when we take
God’s Word seriously!



