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A Word from Pastor Blake
Meditation on Proverbs 5-7
This summer I challenged the students to read one chapter of the Bible each day and write at least a 2-sentence meditation
on a verse that stuck out. If they didn’t have a plan, I challenged them to start with Proverbs. I love the book of Proverbs
because it gives practical wisdom.
I had a professor who said the book of Proverbs is a creative way to teach the commands of God to the people of God. It is
the Torah applied to the lives of those who follow Yahweh. Chapters 5-7 teach a lot about purity, so I mediated on ways the
author teaches his son to be sexually pure.
Purity may not be your struggle but the truths in these proverbs can apply to any sin we struggle with.
Fear the Lord (1:7,29; 2:5; 3:7; 8:13; 9:10; 10:27; 14:2, 26-27; 15:16, 33; 16:6; 19:23; 22:4; 23:17; 24:21; 31:30)
A phrase that is repeated multiple times in the book is “the fear of the Lord.” One who fears the Lord: loves knowledge and
instruction; has humility; trusts God; leans not on their own understanding; hates evil; walks in uprightness; finds life and
contentment. It means we order our lives the way God wants us to order our lives and submit to His authority. God is
foundational to the pursuit of purity in all areas of life.
Listen to the teaching of spiritual mentors (5:1,7; 6:20; 7:1, 24)
Another phrase that is repeated in the book of Proverbs is “my son” followed by a call to listen to instruction or keep the
commandments. I believe this is teaching for sons and daughters not just sons. Fathers and Mothers are called to teach their
children to overcome sin. Some people don’t have the gift of parents who are following Christ. This is a call to listen to
spiritual mentors in your life. Sometime mentors speak hard truths.
Do not listen to the words of an adulteress woman (5:3,6:24, 7:5, 7:21)
Contrary to hard truth are smooth words that are sweet to the taste. These words are persuasive! Do not listen to the
words you want to hear. Seek out people who are living out truth.
Keep away from Sin (5:7-8; 7:8-9)
Do not go near the thing causing temptation. So often we think we withstand temptation. We pass by hoping we can sneak
a peek. We reason with ourselves. Just one look won’t hurt us! We see how close we can get to the line instead of moving
away.
God sees your actions (5:21)
This is a great reminder that God sees you when you sin. He sees every action. He knows the motivations of our heart. He
knows that we don’t just stumble into sin. We sometimes make conscious choices that lead us down the path of sin. What a
horrifying thought it is to have someone walk in on you in the midst of sin. There is good news! He sees and yet He loves you
enough to die on a cross for that sin. That truth should cause us to stop sinning.
Discipline yourself (5:22-23; 7:25-27)
Many mighty men have fallen into sin. It takes discipline to avoid it. It may mean taking drastic measures to avoid sin.
Giving up car keys, deleting the internet, or dropping the Netflix account.
Do not meditate on impure thoughts (6:25a)
Sin starts in the heart. The anger that pours out of us doesn’t just happen. You may be meditating on a wrong that has
been done against you. You plan the conversation in your head, so you know exactly what to say in the next fight.
Remember that sin has consequences (5:22, 6:32-35, 7:23)
Our sin can entrap and ensnare us. It can lead us down the path or more sin. A little compromise in one area can lead to
little compromises in many areas. Sometimes our sin gets out the world and it is embarrassing and causes us disgrace.
Treasure the commandments of God (7:1-5)
One way of fighting sin is treasuring God’s commands. Write them on your heart. Meditate on them to know how to avoid
sin. Love God’s word more than you love your sin.
Be aware of the schemes of the adulteress (7:12, 15)
The adulteress woman lies in wait and seeks you out. You may not go looking for sin, but circumstances find you. Sin can
reveal what is going on in our heart. Pride can be so blinding that only other people notice it. It comes out during work
meetings and family gatherings.
Sin ultimately leads to death (7:26-27)
Unchecked sin leads to death. The adulteress woman has killed many. How we fight sin and how we view our sin matters.
If we are not careful, we may be led away from Christ and ultimately to death.

Updates and Opportunities
Fall Women’s Bible Study—With Us in the Wilderness
Join us next month as we begin a 7 session study of the book of Numbers, or
according to it’s Hebrew title, In the Wilderness.
This is the continuing story of the people of Israel’s journey to the Promised Land. It
is a story of wilderness wandering, but also a story of God’s presence. There are
many challenges, victories, and also rebellions, yet God’s love, provision and
promises remained.
God’s faithfulness to Israel reminds us that He is also faithful to us. No matter what
season we may be in or how bleak the situation God is with us. God is for us. God
will see us through.
Classes begin the week of September 19. There is a Monday night class at 6:00 p.m. or a Wednesday morning class
at 10:00 a.m. Cost is $15.00. Please contact the church office for more details and to register.

Men’s Breakfast: Save the Date
Save the date for Saturday, August 20 at 7:30 a.m. at church for our men’s
breakfast. All men are invited for a time of food, fun, and fellowship! Please
contact Chris Matula or Chet Kamark with any questions!

Mission of the Month— Pillars Homeless Shelter
For August & September we will be collecting shaving cream, dryer
sheets, laundry detergent, hangers (new please), laundry baskets (new
please), and toilet paper for the homeless shelter. Please place
your items in the donation box located between the prayer room
and Lisa’s office.

Come and Join us August 14 at Pizza Ranch
(5450 W. Integrity Way)
We have reserved a community room for after church so we can spend
some time eating and enjoying fellowship with one another. If you feel
comfortable, we would love to have you fill the room with joy and laughter.
If you can’t join us this time, you can join us next time.

Lavila Reiss Celebration of Life Service
Thank you to all those who helped serve at my mom‘s celebration of life. We so appreciate all
who helped bring food, set up, serve, cleanup, and security. When mom and dad started coming
to our church close to 40 years ago they were the ones doing a lot of the serving, and we’re just
so thankful that the next generation has picked up where the older generation left off.
With love and thankfulness,
Tom & Becky Witter
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Growing God's Way Ministries
What’s Happening in Growing God’s Way Children’s Ministry
Lil’ Sprouts ages: under 4 years old.
This summer the Sprouts will be learning about a few of Jesus’ Disciples.

We need to follow Jesus like the disciples.
The children have been practicing counting to 12, sorting plastic people and having
fun playing a disciple matching game. They have learned about Peter and how the
disciples were just ordinary men with many flaws. They heard how Peter walked on
water, the children played in a container of water with a boat and people to
reinforce the lesson. They also learned that Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, to
reinforce the lesson they washed their feet �
Memory Verse: Matthew 10:1 Jesus called for his 12 disciples to come to him.

Sprouts/Evergreens ages: 4 years old through 5th grade.
The children will continue to learn about The 12 Disciples. They have learned about Peter,
James, John, Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas, Andrew, and Matthew. We have had many
surprise visits by some of the disciples! Here are a few questions to ask your children: “Who
walked on water? Which disciple was the youngest? Who had a twin? Why was Thomas
called Doubting Thomas? How many books of the Bible did John write? Who was the
tax collector? Did Jesus choose perfect men to be His Disciples?”
Memory Verse: Verse: Matthew 10:1-4 1. Jesus called for his 12 disciples to come to Him. He gave them authority to drive
out evil spirits and to heal every illness and sickness. 2. Here are the names of the 12 apostles. First were Simon Peter and
his brother Andrew. Then came James, son of Zebedee, and his brother John. 3. Next were Philip and Bartholomew, and
also Thomas and Matthew the tax collector. Two more were James, son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus. 4. The last were
Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot. Judas was the one who was later going to hand Jesus over to his enemies.

KIDS’ BIBLE CHALLENGE is still going on!
Have your child fill out the Bible Challenge slip and return it Sunday morning.
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of
God’ “ Matthew 4:4

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! AUGUST 28 WE WILL CELEBRATE THE END OF THE SUMMER WITH
SLIP AND SLIDE. HAVE CHIDREN WEAR THEIR SUITS UNDER THEIR CLOTHES AND BRING A
TOWEL. WE WILL DO A SHORT REVIEW LESSON AND THEN HEAD OUTSIDE TO THE SLIP AND
SLIDE AROUND 11:00!

Awana is just around the corner! Awana will begin Wednesday, September 7 and will
continue to meet Wednesday nights from 6-7:30. Would you like to join our amazing team of
leaders and volunteers? Contact Pam MacDonald or the church office for more
information. Awana leaders mark your calendars for Sunday, August 28 at 5:00 for our annual
leaders meeting. Dinner will be provided! We are currently looking into a new registration
process that would allow you to pay online, so stay tuned for Awana registration in the
upcoming week!
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Elders Report by Tim Diestler

Does the Church Need to Grow?
Do we need more people in the seats? If so, would we build a bigger building or add
on? Do we like our little church family here at Appleton Community? Is change hard to
think about? All questions we should be asking ourselves.
In Philippines Paul writes in 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am
to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what will I choose? I
do not know! Maybe it’s because I’m getting older, or it seems like Christ’s return is
getting nearer, that these verses have me thinking about the day I see my Savior face
to face. The questions I asked are not just for our body, but the whole body of Christ.
Sometimes I think The Father may be ready to get this whole end times ball rolling and
gather His Church to Him and then I wonder if the love He has for those of us who are already following is so great that
He just wants to bring a few more along. This is where the fruitful labor Paul was talking about comes in. Our job is to
evangelize. We need to be sharing our stories about what Jesus has done for us. Share the gospel with more and more
people. Serve as you are able, invite people to church. Love them the way God loves them. Pray for non-believing
friends, family, co-workers and ask for the Holy Spirit’s strength and guidance.
As followers of Christ, we are all destined for a place that is more than we can imagine. We will be there with the
Creator of the universe, experiencing things we cannot even fathom. Let’s take as many brothers and sisters as we can.
Let’s be each other’s cheerleaders. Please pray that our body will be known for its desire to be witnesses in Appleton,
in the Fox Cities and beyond. Let’s not worry where they may be sitting on Sunday mornings, but where they are
standing in God’s Kingdom.
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Church Happenings
Children’s Church
Digging into God’s Word

Interview with “Thomas”

Reinforcing the Lesson:
“Jesus Washed the Disciples Feet”

Interview with “Matthew”
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Church Happenings— Continued
Women’s Picnic in the Park
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Church Happenings
Youth Night
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Church Happenings
Save The Dates

SAVE THE DATE!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2022

ALL CHURCH FALL KICK OFF
We will have a time of fellowship, worship, training and some surprises. Everyone is
encouraged to attend. Child Care will be offered but you need to RSVP with the number of
children coming by SEPTEMBER 1 to lschodorf0419@gmail.com!

Join a Growth Group Today - Starting the week of September 11
You are created for community! We believe that growth groups are one way we can
experience community, living life together at ACEFC. Sign up today by filling out the insert in
the bulletin or contacting the office at 920-735-9971 or emailing office@applefreechurch.org
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Some Prayerful Thoughts from Pastor Greg
Words Have A Power All Their Own
According to what I’ve read and heard, the average adult in our society speaks or writes about 30,000 words in the course
of a typical day. That might seem like a large number, and I admit that I have no way to prove or disprove this theory.
However, if that figure is anywhere close to being true, on a personal level, I wonder, “How many of those words are
necessary and appropriate?”
In view of this, some of you might recall how David concluded Psalm 19 with a prayer asking, “May the words of my mouth
and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.” Or maybe what Paul
states about words in Ephesians 4:29. “Try not to allow any unwholesome word to proceed from your mouth, but only the
type of word that would be good for encouraging and building up one another according to the need of the moment, so
that it will give grace to those who hear.”
Also, Proverbs 10:19–20 warns us, “When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, but he who restrains his
lips is wise. The tongue of the righteous is as choice silver; the heart of the wicked is worth little.”
These passages provide us with an “inspired challenge” to the question about
the value and essence of what we say. An article, entitled The Creative Power
When there are many words,
of Words, written by a famous author from many years ago named Wilferd
transgression is unavoidable,
Peterson makes some interesting comments, “Soft words sung in a lullaby will
But he who restrains
put a babe to sleep. Excited words will stir a mob to violence. Eloquent words
his lips is wise.
will send armies marching into the face of death. Encouraging words will fan to
—Proverbs 10:19
flame a genius of a Rembrandt or a Lincoln. Powerful words will mold the public
mind as the sculptor molds his clay. Words, spoken or written are a dynamic
force. Writing about Napolean and his Italian campaign, someone has suggested, “Half of what he (Napolean) achieved was
achieved by the power of his words.’ Words are the swords we use in our battle
for success and happiness. How others react toward us depends, in large
May the words of my mouth &
measure, upon the words we speak to them. Life is a great whispering gallery that
the meditation of my heart Be
sends back echoes of the
acceptable in Your sight,
words we send out! Our
“Try not to allow any unwholesome
O Lord, my Rock &
words are immortal, too. They
word to proceed from your mouth, but
my Redeemer. —Psalm 19:14
go marching through the years
only the type of word that would be
in the lives of all those with
good for encouraging and building up
whom we come in contact. So,
when you speak, when you write, remember the creative power of
one another according to the need of
words.”
the moment, so that it will give grace to
These comments from this article are very convicting to me because so
those who hear.” —Ephesians 4:29
much of what I do revolves around the need to communicate. In
addition to that, let’s realize how the art of communicating is constantly
changing and in our culture/society today, it seems as if many of our
modes and methods for expressing our thoughts, ideas, perspectives, and opinions have been hijacked by technology and
social media. People depend on sound bites, short blurbs, words and letters on a screen, memes, and video messaging
where facial expressions, body language, and emotions can be “lost in the translation.”
Yet the truth remains that we should never deny the fact that the art of communicating is essential to every one of us
and therefore, it might be a good idea for most all of us to stop and think about the influence of our words, no matter
what means we use to communicate what we want to say.
In writing this, I also recognize that with the amount of information that each of us has to absorb each day, it’s possible
that very few people will read this. My prayer is that God will use it in some way to remind each of us about the power of
our words. They matter to God and they should matter to us as we try to honor Him!
As always, with prayer for God’s glory and praise for His grace,

Pastor Greg
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Mission of the Month— John & Joanne Loker
John and Joanne Loker Family Update:
Thank you, ACEFC Family, for taking us on as new missionaries to support! We are
a Pilot-Mechanic family with Mission Aviation Fellowship. Our aim is the
Democratic Republic of Congo to serve alongside local believers, support Bible
translators, and provide relief and medical flights for the eastern region. Our team
there is already supporting some exciting ministry work! Here is a photo of the
graduating class of a Bible school and discipleship training group, a partnership of
Samaritan’s Purse. These students are eager to minister in their respective
churches in the heart of Africa. MAF partners with transportation of Congolese
ministry leaders to ministries like this across the region!

Praise: First, we praise God that we’re fully supported! We’re also done with the training MAF provides their
pilot-mechanics and families before leaving for the field. In mid-August our family will leave for Albertville, France
to begin our year of French language school. After that year, we will begin ministry in DRC!
Praise: Our shipment for Congo is packed and stored for the next year, and will meet us shortly after we arrive in
Africa. This was a big job, and we asked for a lot of prayers along the way! Thank you! We’re thankful my parents,
Darrell and Karen Martin, could come and help with kids and packing!
Praise: In July, we had an opportunity for John to flight instruct at MAF’s Aviation Camp. Twelve teens had the
opportunity to begin flight lessons by John and 2 other instructors. The camp introduced these youth to missionary
aviation and provided opportunities for discipleship and relationship building. The boys and I (Joanne) got to come
along and enjoy the lovely environment in the mountains of Idaho.

Prayer Requests:
As we prepare to leave the country this month, please pray for good health, rest and smooth travel to France.
Pray also we can say healthy goodbyes!
Please pray for friends and healthy adjustments for our boys (Ethan, 8 and Everett, 5) who will be attending the
French primary school.
Please pray for mental stamina, emotional fortitude, and spiritual dependence on the Lord for our whole family!
We feel well prepared, yet we all still must walk through the transitions!

In Christ,
John, Joanne, Ethan, and Everett
7

Our Mission here at Appleton Community EFC is to lead all
Christ.

in a growing relationship with

Growing together in Christ we value:
Biblical Truth
We depend on the Bible as our source of authority in what we
believe, what we teach, and how we live. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Worship
We believe that we are created by God to worship Him. Therefore, we live in worshipful response to God’s character and activity. (Psalm 86:11)
Prayer
We believe that daily prayer is essential in the life of a believer and as such we pray with
expectancy knowing that God is actively involved in our world. (Colossians 4:2)
Evangelism
We believe in sharing the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ with honesty and humility.
(Matthew 28:19-20)
Fellowship
We believe that accountability, caring and a sense of belonging are essential for each believer
to grow in their relationship with Christ. (Philippians 2:1-4)
Encouragement
We believe we are responsible for caring for and encouraging one another.
(1 Thessalonians 5:11)

Appleton Community
Evangelical Free Church
2490 West Capitol Drive
Appleton, WI 54914

Regular Church
Office Hours
Closed Mondays
We’re on the Web!
applefreechurch.org

Tuesday—Friday
8:30 - 2:30
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