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October 8-9, 2021 Livestream of                     

Revive ’21 is Coming to ACEFC ! 
     The storms of our age are taking a 

toll. In the midst of this tumultuous 

season, you need to get  grounded. 

That’s why we are bringing you the 

Livestream of the Revive ’21 Confer-

ence, Grounded: Standing Firm in a 

Shaking World.  Through worship, 

prayer, and messages, you’ll be chal-

lenged to get grounded in Christ, in the 

gospel, in God’s love, in your design, in 

trials, in community, and in God’s 

Word.  Come to Revive ’21 and let the 

roots of your faith grow deeper into 

the soil of God’s Truth. As you hear 

from steadfast women of faith and 

open God’s enduring Word, you’ll be           

reminded that you can stand firm in a 

shaking world. Stay tuned for more   

information! 

 

 

 

 

Church Membership Class  

Sunday, September 12, 2021, 11:45 until 1:30.  Child care 
will be available if requested by Wednesday September 
8.  A sub sandwich lunch will also be  provided.  Please 
contact the church office to register by September 8. 



 

A Word from Pastor Blake 
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A Shameless Plug for the Church Library 
At the Awana kick off meeting we played a game called would you rather. It is an ice breaker game that gives you two scenarios, 
and you must pick the scenario you would rather be true. One of the questions was would you rather watch a movie or read a 
book. I picked watch a movie! Reading has never been my choice of a leisurely activity, so I force myself to do it. You may feel the 
same way as me. You may hate reading! I would encourage you to discipline yourself to do it. First start with the Bible and make 
that a priority. If the Bible is priority, then I would encourage you to pick up a good book.  I have been blessed by books. I have 
gleaned wisdom and insight from the books which have helped me better understand scripture and strengthened my faith. This 
post is simply some of the most impactful books I have read in full of in part. There are many great books out there that I have not 
read so this is not an exhaustive list of all the good books. I am writing this to help you pick a good book and let you know we have 
some of these books in our church library. 
 
Bold =Some of my favorites over the last few years 
Red = Found in the church library 
 
Biographies 

Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy by Eric Metaxes 
John Newton: From Disgrace to Amazing Grace by Jonathan Aitken  
Night by Elie Wiesel 
To the Golden Shore: The Life of Adoniram Judson by Courtney Anderson 

Christian Living 
Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God by Francis Chan 
Don’t Waste Your Life by John Piper 
Gentle and Lowly: The Heart of Christ for Sinners and Sufferers by Dane Ortlund 
Habits of Grace: Enjoying Jesus through Spiritual; Disciplines by David Mathis 
Just do Something: A Liberating Approach to Finding God’s Will by Kevin DeYoung 
Life Together by Dietrich BonHoeffer 
Notes From the Tilt-A-Whirl by N.D. Wilson 
The Gospel Comes with a House Key by Rosaria Butterfield 
The Things of Earth: Treasuring God by Enjoying His Gifts by Joe Rigney 
The Truth War by John MacAruthur 
You are What You Love: The Spiritual Power of Habit by James K.A. Smith 

Counseling 
A Theology of Biblical Counseling: The Doctrinal Foundations of Counseling Ministry by Heath Lambert 
Dark Clouds, Deep Mercy: Discovering the Grace of Lament by Mark Vroegop 
Deeo Discipleship by J.T English 
Diehard Sins: How to fight Wisely against Destructive Daily Habits by Rush Witt 
How Does Sanctification Work? By David Powlison 
How People Change by Paul Tripp and Timothy Lane 
Instruments in the Redeemers Hands by Paul Tripp 
Pursuing Peace by Robert Jones 
Unpacking Forgiveness by Chris Braun 
Walking with God in Pain and Suffering by Timothy Keller 
When People are Big and God is Small by Ed Welch 

Doctrine 
Delighting in the Trinity by Michael Reeves 
Future Grace: The Purifying Power of the Promises of God by John Piper 
Institutes of the Christian Religion by John Calvin 
Kingdom through Covenant by Peter Gentry and Stephen Wellum 
Knowing God by J.I. Packer 
The Doctrine of God by John Frame 
The Knowledge of the Holy by A.W. Towzer 
Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine by Wayne Grudem 
 
Continued on page 3  



Come and join us September 19 at Pizza Ranch  

(5450 W. Integrity Way). 
We have reserved a community room for after church so we can 

spend some time eating and enjoying fellowship with one another. 

 

 

 

Updates and Opportunities 

Women’s Bible Study 

Biblical heroes are examples of what happens when an ordinary life         
intersects with an extraordinary God. Join us for our fall study Elijah by 
Priscilla Shirer beginning Tuesday, September 21 at 6:00 p.m. or       
Wednesday, September 22 at 10:00 a.m.  Contact Ruth in the church office 
if you are interested! Cost is $15.00 

 

The Nest 

Get ready ladies! The Nest is back. We will be meeting at 7:00 p.m. on 
September 14th. It doesn’t matter if you have an empty nest, a full nest or 
just want to have some fellowship with the ladies from our church. We are 
excited to      see you all! 

A Shameless Plug for the Church Library, continued: 
The Gospel 

God is the Gospel by John Piper 
Gospel Fluency: Speaking the Truths of Jesus into the Everyday Stuff of life by Jeff Vanderstelt 
The Gospel for Real Life by Jerry Bridges 
What is the Gospel? by Greg Gilbert 

Marriage 
A guide to Biblical Manhood by Randy Stinson and Dan Dumas 
The Exemplary Husband by Stuart Scott 
The Meaning of Marriage by Timothy and Kathy Keller 
Sweethearts for a Lifetime by Wayne and Carol Mack 
What did you Expect? by Paul Tripp 

Sexuality  
Finally Free: Fighting for Purity with the Power of Grace by Heath Lambert 
Is God anti-Gay by Sam Allberry 
What does the Bible say about Homosexuality? By Kevin DeYoung 

Fiction 
Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan 
Pontius Pilate: A Novel by Paul Maier 
The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis  

        Women’s Bonfire Night 
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Youth and Children’s Ministry 

 

What's Happening in Growing God's Way Children's and Youth Ministries: 
 
When we started meeting after Covid, things looked a little different. We met as a large group with the children after 

worship. This seemed to work well, children were learning and engaging in the lessons. As fall approaches, we will 

continue to meet this way.  Ages 4yr-5th grade will meet as one large group in the Evergreens Room.  Younger children 

will also attend worship with their parents and check in at the Sprouts Counter after worship. Currently we are not 

using the Lil’ Sprouts Room on Sunday mornings since many of the younger children are potty training and the Sprouts 

Room has a toilet. We will reevaluate room usage in December.   
 
Ages 4yr.-5th grade will start the fall learning about Paul.  

 
 

Younger children will start the fall learning about Creation.  
 
September 12 is Bible Sunday.  We will be celebrating children entering Kindergarten 

and 6th grade with a Bible. Just to be sure we don’t miss any children please let me 

know if your child is in Kindergarten or 6th grade.  
 
A sweet memory I have with my son is I would pray with him every morning  

before he went to school. As he approached his teen years, he wasn’t always  

willing to take the time…But it was way too important to me. What better way to     

send your kids off to school, cover them in prayer! 
 
I’m praying all children will have an awesome school year and stand  firm in their faith.   

                                                                        

Backyard Bible Club 

 
Awana is kicking off on September 8 from 6 to 7:30!  This is a year you will want to be 
a part of!    We are so excited to be back together in person.  Join us on Wednesdays 
for fun-filled evenings with games, worship, fellowship, and study.  You can still     

register clubbers on our church website. A special shout out to our amazing Awana leaders who are  
serving this year!  Thanks for serving our children!  September 23 is Silly Hat Night!   



Elders Report 
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We’ve Been Cured 
 

I’m writing this Elder Report mainly as a reminder to me, but also hoping 

that anyone that takes time to read it can be motivated to action by it, too. 

Everyone who has become a Christian, by believing Jesus died for your sins, 

confessing you are a sinner, and making Him Lord of your life, has been 

cured. You may ask, cured from what?  The answer is death. One day every 

knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord.  Some will be   

hailing Him as King and sadly some will realize the truth for the first time, but 

it will be too late and they will be condemned for eternity. 
 
My biggest deterrent to telling others about this “cure,” about Jesus has been fear.  What do I have to 

fear?  I don’t have to die anymore.  Sure, I will have a physical death, but not a spiritual death.  I don’t 

have to have all the answers to point someone to Christ.  I have my story of how I came to know him.  I 

need to get to the point and tell them that Jesus is the only way to be sure of your eternity.  “I don’t 

know,” or “I’ll get back to you,” is perfectly good answer to a difficult question.  I have come to realize 

that no prayer, no hoping for, or just a good relationship isn’t going to save anyone who will be on the 

wrong side that day.  They are all good starting points and can be very important to getting someone on 

the right path, but the only way is to point them to Jesus and what He did for them.  
 
I ask you to keep me on task on this. Ask me how I’m doing on sharing this amazing cure.  Please stay in 

the word, pray that God will put people in your life with whom you can share with.  Ask Him for bold-

ness or to take away any fear you may have.  Let us as His church spread this cure near and far.  
 
Jesus, who is God, Creator, Savior, said in John 14:6 “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me.“ 
 
In Christ, 
 
Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission of the Month 
For August & September we will be collecting shower supplies 

for the homeless shelter (towels, soap, shampoo, flip flops, foot 

powder). Please place your items in the donation box located 

between the prayer room and Lisa’s office. 



 

Some Relevant “Ramblings” from Pastor Greg 

Words of Assurance That We Can Trust!  

One of the comments I’ve heard (or a question that seems to be asked by many people) these days is, “How do we know what’s 

true and what’s false when there’s so much conflicting and contradictory information coming at us in our society today?” 

Before anyone assumes this article is leading toward something controversial or political, let me assure you that it’s not. My 

desire/goal here is to point our thoughts in another direction. This is 

my third run at writing this article—I started well over a week ago 

using Psalm 37 as the basis for what I planned to write; then I shifted 

gears and temporarily changed my mind after reading another Psalm 

in my personal devotions; but now I’m pointing everyone’s attention 

back to Psalm 37. This is a powerful reminder of how important it is to 

consistently trust in the Lord, take refuge in Him, and rely on His 

faithfulness to His promises by reviewing how He always does exactly 

what He says He will do. His justice system is perfect, but that 

requires us to recognize that His final judgment is yet to come. 

 Please notice the portions of Psalm 37 I’ve inserted in the box 

on the right side of the page. I wish I could have included all 40 verses, 

but that wasn’t possible. So instead, I’d also like to encourage 

everyone to take time (maybe several days of repeated reading and 

reviewing) to reflect on what King David wrote in this psalm. He was 

deeply aware of the challenges we might face because of the problem 

of evil throughout our world. He understood every angle or aspect of 

the nature of wickedness. His life’s story included the harmful impact 

of his own sin as well as the sinfulness of others. But David also knew 

about the grace and goodness of our Lord God Almighty! With the 

remaining space I have, I’d like to highlight and identify some ideas 

that help us to apply the truths imbedded within the words Psalm 37. Here are some explanations and thoughts to consider: 

—1— This psalm was written as a series of instructions about how to respond to those times when people seem to “get away” 

with doing wrong. The word “fret” actually means “to burn or become overheated.” We’re being warned about the possibility of 

overreacting to things that seem unfair or unjust. It’s typical for us to become emotionally frustrated, irritated, or annoyed. But 

please notice what will counteract these reactions. We’re advised to “trust the Lord,” “take delight or pleasure in His authority,” 

and “to rest in His promises.” God wants us to recognize the benefits of our relationship with Him. He is our Strength in times of 

trouble! (verse 39) 

—2— Throughout this psalm, David acknowledges that in a sin—saturated society, injustice, mischief, and shame are going to 

cause problems for anyone who wants to follow the Lord faithfully. We should know this truth! However, rather than fretting and 

focusing on what’s wrong, those who want to honor/obey the Lord need to realize that our refuge is found in our faith in Christ. 

There are many things happening in our culture today that are unsettling and upsetting. It’s easy to fret and allow frustration to 

control our minds. But according to verse 8, that will eventually lead us into evildoing. Please carefully observe Psalm 37:23—34, 

especially verse 28. This section is reminding us that God knows the steps of those who love and trust Him. Similar to what we 

find in Romans 8:1, 28—39, we are promised that He will never forsake those who are faithfully following Him—those who are 

in Christ will never be condemned or separated from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

—3— How do we know what’s true? God’s Word is always a source of Truth! Psalm 37 has an encouraging and powerful 

message to remind us of the benefit and blessing of trusting the Lord! 

               

 With prayer for God’s glory and praise for His grace … And also, with prayer for our ACEFC family,   Pastor Greg   
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—Psalm 37:1 … 3—4 … 7—8 … 27—28 

1 Don’t fret when wicked people seem to succeed. 

Don’t envy evildoers. ... 

3 Trust in the Lord and do what’s right; 

Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 

4 Delight yourself in the Lord; 

And He will give you the desires of your heart.  ... 

7 Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him; 

Don’t fret because of him who prospers in his way,  

because of the man who carries out wicked schemes. 

8 Cease from anger and becoming frustrated; 

Don’t fret; it leads only to evildoing. ... 

27 Turn away from evil. Do what is right. 

Then you will enjoy lasting security. 

28 For the Lord loves to govern with justice, 

and never abandons His faithful followers. 

They are permanently secure, 

but the children of the wicked are wiped out. 



Missionary of the Month-Nikki Tetschner with CRU  
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Answered Prayer:   
     My summer role with Cru was to coach 4 interns as they raise support to serve with Cru a 
second year.  A week ago 2 of those girls had a LONG way to go to finish by August 1.   I           
remember praying with 3 other coaches that God would do a small miracle and allow these 
girls to finish on time.  They both finished on time with extra support in their accounts!!! 
     All summer I’ve seen God answer very specific prayers.  One day Anna K and I prayed that 
she’d get 25 referrals over the course of a week.  The next day one person gave her 35.  That 
same week Anna E and I prayed that God would show us people she had forgotten to ask or 

ideas for support that we hadn’t thought of.  The next day one of the gals in our group sent a text asking if everyone 
had remembered to add what they had leftover from last year to their goal.  Anna had forgotten and jumped about 20 
percent overnight.  I don’t want to forget how God showed up for these girls and provided for them time and time 
again.  I’m encouraged to share that 3 of the girls have reached their goal and reported to their campus and the last girl 
is at 96% and was given a short extension.  I’m ending this coaching role encouraged in my walk with the Lord and   
excited to start the fall with faith and confidence that the same God who proved faithful this summer goes with me 
into my roles this fall.   

 
School is starting:    
Hastings and Doane started classes this week and the rest of the schools we are at will begin next week. At 

Hastings 300 flyers about Cru were handed out and 25 students said they were interested in talking to someone about 
Jesus.    

 
Prayer Requests:   
-Pray for students as they return to campus.  Pray for Christians to grow in their faith and reach out to others.  

Pray for those that don’t know Jesus to have an opportunity to hear about Him and that they would choose to follow 
Him.  

-We have a new team member who will be interning with us this year.  Pray for Elizabeth to adjust well and 
have a fruitful year.     
 -Pray that lives would be changed across Nebraska.   
 -Pray for energy and wisdom for me as I navigate as a momma, wife and Cru staff member.   
 -Pray that our staff and students would stay healthy.   
 

Personal update:  
-Andy and I celebrated our 11year Anniversary.  
-Hannah started 4th grade and Ty started preschool this week.  They both are loving it.   
-We haven’t had any new heart issues with Hannah.  Praise the Lord.   
 
Thank-you so much for your faithful support and prayers.  I’m excited for this year and look forward to sharing 

how God continues to move in the lives of college students in Nebraska and around the world.   
 

With joy, 
Nikki 

 
 

 

 



Appleton Community 
Evangelical Free Church 
2490 West Capitol Drive 
Appleton, WI 54914 
Phone 920-735-9971 

Church Office Hours 

Closed Mondays 

Tuesday—Friday  

8:30 am – 2:30 pm 
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Our Mission here at Appleton Community EFC is to lead all people in a growing relationship with 

Christ.  

Growing together in Christ we value: 

Biblical Truth  
We depend on the Bible as our source of authority in what we  
believe, what we teach, and how we live. (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

Worship 

We believe that we are created by God to worship Him. There-

fore, we live in worshipful               response to God’s character and activity. (Psalm 86:11) 

Prayer 

       We believe that daily prayer is essential in the life of a believer and as such we pray with              
expectancy knowing that God is actively involved in our world. (Colossians 4:2) 

Evangelism 
       We believe in sharing the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ with honesty and humility.       

(Matthew 28:19-20) 

Fellowship 
We believe that accountability, caring and a sense of belonging are essential for each believer to 
grow in their relationship with Christ. (Philippians 2:1-4) 

Encouragement 
We believe we are responsible for caring for and encouraging one another.  
(1 Thessalonians 5:11) 


