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Please join us on Sunday, July 11th as
we honor past, present and future
missionaries. A light lunch and cake
will be served after church!
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A Word from Pastor Blake
Worship Matters
A couple years back, I read the book Worship Matters by Bob Kauflin. I recently revisited this book as I was thinking about
worship and was reminded how impactful the book was on my ideas of worship. I have no musical bone in my body. I am the
type of person who cannot sing and clap at the same time because I will get off beat. Yet, I love worshiping on Sunday
morning. I am grateful to Paul and the worship team as they prepare and lead worship in a God-centered way. This book was
written to those who read worship, but I found myself examining my own life as I read. Here are the top eight concepts I
gleaned from reading this book.
1. We serve idols if we love the object more than we love God (21). This holds true for every person sitting in church on a
Sunday. Worship can easily become an idol if we elevate style over the Person we are worshipping. I have heard many
people complain about worship at church. The complaints are never about the music being theologically shallow but it’s
always about style. They didn’t like the hymn or they didn’t like the new contemporary song that was sung. Many
people leave church because of the worship style. Every person in the congregation needs to check their heart when it
comes to worship. Worship is not about us but about Jesus. We need to check our hearts when it comes to worship.
2. Can our songs be sung by someone from another religion (62)? This applies directly to worship. This statement hit me
hard. Do I like theologically rich songs or do I prefer more shallow songs? Would a Muslin, Atheist, Buddhist, or a person
from any other religion get offended if they listened to my worship playlist? Our worship songs should be filled with lyrics
that set us apart from other religions. They should be a hideous noise to those who are perishing, but a beautiful sound
to those who know Jesus.
3. We worship because of what Jesus has done (71, 77). One way to set our worship apart from other religions is to talk
about Jesus. We don’t want to just sing about how Jesus loves us, which is true, but we also want to sing about Jesus’
death, burial, and resurrection. Our songs should tell of what Jesus has done for all of us. Our songs should share the
gospel. Our songs should tell of the pain in life and give us hope in a Savior who promised eternal life.
4. We all need the Spirit. Kauflin says, “worshipping God is impossible without the enabling power of the Holy Spirit (156).”
I easily neglect this crucial part of worship. How often do I go to church without meditating on the truths of scripture or
praying for our hearts to be ready to worship? I normally go to church tired from the night before because I stayed up too
late watching a movie. Instead of cultivating a heart ready to worship, I walk in groggy. I am sure this is how many others
enter into the worship service as well. We need the Spirit and we need to prepare for worship on a Sunday morning.
5. Our worship does not bring God’s presence near (139). In the past I have heard people invite God’s presence through our
worship. Or worship songs saying, “you are welcome in this place.” Kauflin tells us that it is not our worship that brings
God’s presence near, but the gospel. If we think this way, then worship turns into a work for God to draw near to us. God
draws near through the work of Christ.
6. Our worship should be expressed both internally and externally (170). I once went to a conference where the speaker
said, “if you are not clapping or raising your hands, then you are not praising God.” That statement didn’t sit well with me
at that time and it still doesn’t. Clapping, raising hands, dancing, and bowing are all external expressions of worship but
they can be done with a heart that is far from God. Worship is expressed both internally and externally and we need to
live in that tension.
7. Our worship needs to be God-centered (177). Kauflin says, “Biblical worship is God-focused, God-centered, and
God-exulting.” Everything is about God. He is the reason for our worship. If we don’t come in with the right heart,
worship can easily become about us. If our worship songs are not rooted deep in doctrine they can easily become about
the beat and tempo instead of God. Prior to reading this book, I was guilty of criticizing the worship at church. My
criticism was coming from a hear that desired my preferences to be met, not a God focused heart.
8. Worship is for both believers and unbelievers (202-204). It is easy for churches to neglect either the believers or
unbelievers. I have heard multiple debates about who should be the focus of why we have worship services. The church
service is for both. The gospel should be proclaimed through all our times of worship. This is done through song and
scripture reading. As a person sitting in the congregation, it is my job to reach out to new people. I have the opportunity
to enter into their life and hear their story. There is probable a reason they are at church. They will benefit from watching believers love each other, worship an authentic way, and live out the gospel in community.

Updates and Opportunities
Women’s Bonfire Night
It’s coming ladies! The summer activity you requested. A bonfire evening for
fellowship and fun with sisters in Christ. Of course there will be s’mores and
other snacks to keep it yummy! This will be held on Friday,August 13 at 7 p.m. at
Nancy DeDecker’s house, with a rain date of August 14. Her address is N2918
Jenner John Court, Hortonville. If able, please bring a lawn chair. Guests are
welcome!

Please RSVP by August 10 using
signup genius or contact the church office
by phone or email.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C45A8AA2CA2FD0-womens1

Get ready, we are back!
The Nest will begin again September 14 and will be the second
Tuesday of each month. We start at 6 pm and hopefully do a
craft and have some fellowship.

Prayer Warriors for Sunday Morning
Ladies, please consider signing up for a slot on our prayer warriors’ calendar which is hanging
on the prayer room door, or you may contact the church office. It is from 9:00 to 9:45 on
Sunday mornings. There will be two mornings a month available to pray together during the
summer.

Come and join us July 18 at Pizza Ranch
(5450 W. Integrity Way).
We have reserved a community room for after church so we can
spend some time eating and enjoying fellowship with one
another. If you feel comfortable, we would love to have you fill
the room with joy and laughter. If you can’t join us this time, you
can join us next time. We are going to get together for lunch
once a month.
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Growing God's Way Ministries
What’s Happening in Growing God’s Way Children’s Ministry
I want to give a HUGE THANK YOU to Katrina for stepping in for me and making sure things ran
smoothly Sunday mornings! I would also like to thank you all for your prayers and kindness during my
recovery. I am so very thankful for a wonderful church family!

Lil’ Sprouts (6wks.-3yrs.) Thank you God for COLORS! Children will enjoy the wonderful creation of colors with books
and posters. Remember children are NEVER TOO YOUNG to learn about God and His amazing love!
Sprouts and Evergreens, will continue to meet as a one large group throughout the summer. July we will continue to
teach about Jesus’ Miracles. Ask your children questions…What book of Bible were you in today? What miracle did
you learn about? Who did the miracle? Can anyone do a miracle? What can you do this week to show the love
of Jesus?

CONVERSATION STARTERS…I hope you are enjoying the Conversation Starters, and they are helping
build some good conversations. Don’t forget to look at the weekly question on the bulletin board in the
lobby, use a post it note and share your answer! �
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS, if you have a heart for children and would like to serve as a
floater, teacher, or assistant in a room please let me know. I am looking for floaters for the remaining of the summer
(a floater goes where there is a need). In the fall all three rooms will be open so more volunteers will be
needed. Let me know if you are interested in making a difference in the life of our children. Training will be
provided.

HUGE SHOUT OUT TO…
CHET, TED, AND PASTOR BLAKE FOR PUTTING UP THE SWING SET!
REMINDER: For safety reasons children should not be outside unsupervised.

SAVE THE DATE, AUGUST 29, a fun activity after church.
Slip & slide & ice cream!!!!!

Come and join us on Sunday nights from 6:00pm-7:30pm
at the church for our Yamily Gatherings. Everyone is welcome!
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Elders Report

Summer is in full swing now and we hope everyone is enjoying the warm weather. Hopefully we
will get more rain as well to “green” things up a bit.
Six years ago, the elder board decided to hit the restart key and go back to the basics. We asked
ourselves to examine what our priorities were and what we wanted them to be in the future.
We decided the best way to start was establishing a set of core values that would become our
focus. We also put them in order of importance. We agreed that the most important core value
was Biblical truth. Number two was Prayer.
The latest statistics from Barna indicate that the percentage of Americans who believe that the Bible is the
guideline for absolute truth has dropped substantially over the last several decades. The numbers are staggering.
Only 40% of Americans now believe the Bible is true, down 20% in only twenty years. Sadly, less than 20% of
Americans who consider themselves born again believers hold a Biblical worldview. As far as Americans in general,
the numbers are even more shocking. Their latest polls put the number of people holding a Biblical worldview at only
9% in the 20 to 29 year-old age group. That number decreases as they get younger! You can see the survey reports
that Barna has issued as well as their criteria for establishing how they determine these online. This society is trying to
redefine truth and God’s word has no place therein. The fruits of their efforts are plainly seen.
How to respond? Paul’s letter to the Ephesians exhorts us to put on the full armor of God, including the belt of
truth buckled around our waist. His second letter to Timothy says we should present ourselves to God as a workman
who correctly handles the word of truth. His second letter to the Thessalonian church encourages them because they
were chosen by God to be saved through the sanctifying work of the spirit and though belief in the truth. Jesus himself
said he was the way, the truth, and the life. Jesus also said that if you hold to his teachings, you will know the truth
and it will set you free. The Bible is jam packed with truth, from Genesis to Revelation. We need to be deeply
grounded in the truth of God’s glorious provision for salvation through the shed blood of our Lord. We can only get
there by digging deep into God’s word, the ultimate source of truth. Anything less is not enough. It needs to be a part
of our fabric. There is no room for compromise here. From experience, if you are not moving forward in your time
spent in His word, you will be sliding backwards. We need to be ready with the good news for those who are searching
and see the hope that we are displaying in our lives. The agenda being thrust forth presently will not satisfy.
I believe that God’s word and prayer go hand in hand. The truth of God’s word ignites prayers. Let’s be in
prayer for each other and all those friends and family members still searching. Let us also be in prayer for all in
authority and those who are in opposition to Him. As Marshall pointed out at one of our elder meetings recently,
“Who knows how many Pauls may be out there!”

Ted
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Some Prayerful Thought’s from Pastor Greg
Worldview Stew: The Attempt to Blend But Not Contend!
During my days in the US Army, occasionally I (along with every other “soldier”
who had the same classification as me) was assigned to guard duty. That meant
being a watchman for one 24—hour day. Since I was stationed at Fort Knox, it
wasn’t as if there was any sort of national security risks involved. To a certain
extent, it almost seemed to be waste of time. However, we were told that if we
would be re—assigned to overseas duty, the sense of urgency would be
different. The risks might be real and relevant there.
Since that time, I’ve come to realize that guard duty isn’t something that’s
only required for individuals connected to some type of physical protection.
Every person who claims to be a faithful follower of Christ has been assigned
to the task of guard duty: keeping watch for the spiritual well—being
and security of one another (our brothers and sisters in Christ).
From a biblical point of view, this task/duty for those within the Lord’s
family of faith has always been important, but in our current culture, it’s
becoming increasingly essential and needed. In view of this, as a
pastor—teacher, I believe God’s Word calls me into the role of being a
watchman on the wall, and that requires me to use caution and care as I try to discern when it becomes important to
send out a warning signal to point out something that might be spiritually dangerous or destructive.
Please notice what I’ve inserted here from Jude 3—4. At that time in biblical history, there were false teachers who had
gained some popularity among those within the Church. Jude warned
Jude 3—4a Beloved, in my diligence to write his readers about this by exhorting them to enter the battle for Truth by
to you about the salvation we share, I now
engaging these false teachers and exposing their lies.
feel an urgency to write and exhort you to
Earlier I mentioned that part of my role as a watchman on the wall
contend and defend the faith that was once involves using discernment in knowing when to say something and when
for all time entrusted to the saints. For
to keep quiet. I’d like to clearly state that I don’t enjoy or become
certain ungodly false teachers have crept in excited about being one who points out what might be dangerous,
unnoticed ...
destructive, or deceptive. But it’s essential that everyone within the
Church becomes aware of the subtle and suggestive ideas that could
harm our spiritual health. In our culture today, those who teach these things have become more and more aggressive. It
seems that the more aggressively something is marketed as “the latest and greatest novelty,” the less likely it is for
people to examine it biblically. Think about it: “Who wants to be constantly ridiculed as a gatekeeper for Truth in a
world where Truth is unpopular?” Defending the faith is a role that very few want because it’s become increasingly
difficult. And based on what Jude teaches us, it’s a task that each of us shares. We’re all involved in this battle of
contending for the faith and defending the Truth! Actually everyone within God’s family has the responsibility of
watching out for one another. I’m very happy to share this role with all who want to use biblical discernment to
strengthen our testimony for the Lord.
I’d like to close with a couple questions for each of us to consider—questions that help us clarify our role.
—1— What’s the #1 source for my view about what’s right and wrong? —what’s acceptable/unacceptable?
—2— How much does the Bible inform me about how to live my life? How much does our culture teach me?
—3— How serious am I about taking my turn on the guard duty roster and watching out for the spiritual
welfare of my brothers/sisters in Christ around me?
With prayer for God’s glory and praise for His grace …
And as always, with prayer for our ACEFC family,
Pastor Greg
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Mission of the Month— Howard and Marilynn Plucar
Hi Everyone,
Today is the summer solstice and, after the first three weeks of June feeling more
like the last half of July, today feels more like the autumnal equinox! We in the
upper Midwest talk a lot about the weather because it is so entertaining; never
knowing quite what to expect in any given day and season. As we get close to the
month of July, we anticipate our retirement from the ReachGlobal Member Care
Team as of 30 June; entering into our final “home assignment” which will begin
with a period of time (about 3 months or so) of taking time breathe deeply,
decompress, sabbath, and ask God what he wants us to do in the next season of
life, whatever that may look like and however long that may be. Thank you so
much for standing with us in prayer all these years and for continuing to pray as we enter into a new season of
life. With this transition in mind, here are 4 praises and prayer requests for the upcoming month of July.
Grace & Peace,
Howard & Marilynn

***************************************

Howard & Marilynn Plucar

July 2021

1. Praise God with us for his constant care and faithfulness over these 37 years with ReachGlobal and 49 years of
EFCA ministry; for the many brothers and sisters around the world that we have been privileged to call “friends”
and “colleagues”, and for so many who have faithfully and generously stood with us in prayer and financial
support.
2. Ask God to identify and install his choice of the person to lead the ReachGlobal Member Care Team.
3. Please pray that as we take a sabbatical (Part of our philosophy of “home assignment” in ReachGlobal is to
spend time in “renewal” in order to be refreshed for future ministry.) over the summer and into the early autumn, we will clearly hear the Lord’s voice speaking: “This is the way; walk in it”.
Ask the Father to enable us to visit as many churches and individuals as possible during late 2021 and into 2022 so
that we may say our personal, heartfelt “thank you” for the kind and gracious support of so many over the years.
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Our Mission here at Appleton Community EFC is to lead all
Christ.

in a growing relationship with

Growing together in Christ we value:
Biblical Truth
We depend on the Bible as our source of authority in what we
believe, what we teach, and how we live. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Worship
We believe that we are created by God to worship Him. Therefore, we live in worshipful
response to God’s character and activity. (Psalm 86:11)
Prayer
We believe that daily prayer is essential in the life of a believer and as such we pray with
expectancy knowing that God is actively involved in our world. (Colossians 4:2)
Evangelism
We believe in sharing the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ with honesty and humility.
(Matthew 28:19-20)
Fellowship
We believe that accountability, caring and a sense of belonging are essential for each believer
to grow in their relationship with Christ. (Philippians 2:1-4)
Encouragement
We believe we are responsible for caring for and encouraging one another.
(1 Thessalonians 5:11)

Appleton Community
Evangelical Free Church
2490 West Capitol Drive
Appleton, WI 54914

We’re on the Web!
applefreechurch.org

Church Office Closed
July 2 & 6
Regular Church
Office Hours
Closed Mondays
Tuesday—Friday
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