August 2018
Growing Together In Christ
August
As summer winds down and we prepare for Fall take a
little time to look over the news of what God is doing
and the opportunities He may want you to pursue.
Men’s Breakfast

Saturday, August 3 at 7:30 am at the Golden Corral in
Grand Chute. Join us for great food and fellowship.
Men’s Bible Study
Wednesdays at 6 am. We meet at church for study and
fellowship. All men are invited.
VBS
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VBS is August 12-15 from 6:00-7:30 pm. Please be
praying for this time for both the leaders and the
children attending.
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Women’s Bible Study beginning September 9. Every
Monday evening at 6:00 and Tuesday morning at 9:00.
Details on page 2.
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Save the Date
•

Wednesday, September 4AWANA leader training
5:30 pm

•

Monday, September 9Women’s Bible Study begins
6:00 pm

•

Tuesday, September 10–
The Nest 7:00 pm

•

Wednesday, September 11AWANA begins with kick off
dinner 5:30 pm

The Nest
The Nest begins again on Tuesday September 9 at 7:00
pm. Details are on page 3.

Save the Date
AWANA
Leader training Wednesday, September 4 at 5:30 pm.
AWANA kick off Wednesday, September 11 at 5:30
pm.
Revive.19-Women’s Event
Friday, September 27-Saturday, September 28. Details
on page 3.
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Updates and Opportunities
Men’s Breakfast
We meet the first Saturday of each month at the Grand Chute Golden Corral. The doors open at
7:30 and we usually wrap up by 9 am. The cost is $8.49 plus tax and tip. Hope to see you there

Missions and Outreach
Our mission of the month for August is Pillars. Our mission of the month for August is
Pillars. Homeless Connections, the Fox Valley Warming Shelter and Housing
Partnership of the Fox Cities are now under one umbrella.

we are collecting shower supplies for the homeless shelters (towels, soap, shampoo,
flip flops, foot powder)

Thank you!!

Women’s Bible Study
A new Bible Study series will begin Monday, September 9. We will
be studying On Bended Knee: Praying Like Prophets, Warriors, and
Kings by Crickett Keith.
We meet Mondays at 6:00 pm and Tuesdays at 9:00 am. Both sessions study the same material. Cost is $15.00. This is an 8 week
study.
Contact Mary for more information or to register
920-735-9971.
All women are welcome. Treat yourself to some time with God reflect, study, discuss, and grow with us as we take time weekly to meet around His Word.
Come and bring a friend!

VBS IS COMING
Monday-Thursday August 12-15
6:00-7:30 pm

The Totally Covert Top Secret Classified Spy Academy
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Mark Your Calendars
The Nest begins
Tuesday, September 10
7:00 pm

Whether your Nest has eggs is it, little birds or is empty, come and fellowship with us.
We meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month September through May.
Join us for fun, food, sharing from one of our own ladies and some creative activities. Don’t
miss this opportunity to grow in relationships with each other and in our relationship with
the Lord. All women are welcome.

Revive 2019
"Seeking Him"...is coming to Appleton via LIVE stream from the conference in
Indianapolis! Friday, Sept. 27, 1:00-9:00 pm and Saturday, Sept. 28,
8:30 am-4 pm. For it is time to seek the Lord the Lord! Hosea 10:12.
Come, join the thousands women enjoying the amazing speakers of this year's
conference at Appleton Community Evangelical Free Church! Complete
schedule can be found at revive19.com. This event is FREE! We will have water,
coffee and goodies for snacks. Meals will be on your own during generous
breaks. INVITE your friends! RSVP today to office@applefreechurch.org or
Burnett6279@aol.com

Start planning now!
There will be a fall trip to the Lac Courtes Oreilles Indian Reservation Oct 18-20. A group
will leave about 1:00 pm and another will follow at about 4:00 on Friday. We will return
home late Sunday afternoon. We will be doing various serving projects on Saturday. If
you would like to join us please contact Tim and Sue Diestler. 920-851-3104 or
diestlerts@aol.com. We will be serving with other volunteers from Calvary Bible
Church .
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Growing God’s Way Ministry
What's Happening in Growing God's Way Children's and Youth Ministries:
Food for Thought:
It's not behavior modification, it's a heart transformation. Don't get me wrong, we want children to obey. But most
importantly we want their hearts transformed by the love of Christ. We want them to know and have a desire for a
Savior, and once they have accepted Christ as their Lord and Savior, to grow in their relationship with him. This should
be our main focus.
Lil' Sprouts: Thank you, God, for Music. The little ones will enjoy listening and dancing to music. And using shakers to
make their own music.
Sprouts: This month the Sprouts will continue learning about David, King Saul, and Jonah. They will learn about the
importance of obeying God's Word.
K-5 Evergreens: The Evergreens will continue using the Gospel Project. This month they will be in 1 Samuel learning
about David.
Y.A.M's: The youth are off for the summer, but they are being challenged to read and study the book of Mark. NEW
NIGHT for Youth Group: each Sunday from 6-8pm starting September 15!
VBS, August 12-15, 6-7:30. Registration required.
SUMMER BIBLE CHALLENGE! It's not too late to do the 39 Day Bible Challenge. Once the challenge is completed,
return form with parents initials to Lisa.
Special Invite:
Who: 3rd-12th grade
What: to hang out with me at church
When: any Thursday in the summer (1-3hrs.)
Why: to get to know you better
Do: have lunch, talk, help with projects
RSVP: lschodorf0419@gmail.com

Awana is just around the corner! Ok, not that close around the
corner- you still have some summer left, BUT some of your Awana
leaders have already been gathering to prepare for another great
year of club.

We are SO excited about some new things we are going to implement
to make club even more enjoyable next year.
SAVE the date! We will have our club kick off dinner at 5:30 on September 11th, followed by an important
parent and clubber meeting to explain some of our updates. Hope to see you there!
LOOKING to serve? (or maybe you know someone who is) We are always looking for leaders who love Jesus
and love children. There are lots of perks, like seeing children grow in their love for the Lord, playing games,
and more! Want more information, contact Pam MacDonald at 920-460-9571 or appletonawana@gmail.com
Praying you are having a safe and enjoyable summer! See you soon!
Pam MacDonald
Awana Director
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Elders Report
A Father’s perspective…….
Several weeks ago, Gaylen was filling in for Pastor Greg. In preparation for
celebrating the Lord’s supper he asked if two of the elders would pray before we
received the bread and cup. I said that I would and began to think about what
that prayer would be. Immediately, as I usually do, I thought of the horrible
suffering Christ endured on our behalf. But then I began to think about the
suffering of the Father as well. I would bet most parents would tell you that the most painful times they
will experience are the times they have watched their children suffer, be it during sickness, injury, or
even disappointments. There is nothing more heart breaking. We will do anything for our children to
lessen their pain. And so, when we think of the suffering that had to occur when we were purchased and
gifted with eternal life, let us not forget what the Father endured. I believe that scripture clearly tells us
that the Father had to separate himself from the Son during this time, leaving Jesus to take the
punishment for us all without that connection. That separation from God is Hell. But how horrible it
must have been for the Father as well with his Son crying out in wonder. Such was the ransom required
to atone for the sin of mankind. God does not tolerate sin and as new creations in his Son, we should
not either, no matter what the world may dictate as acceptable in the world today. Jesus said that if we
love him we will obey his commandments. How are we doing?
One of the core values of our church is the commitment to prayer. As part of that focus, the
board wants to be in prayer for every attender here at ACEFC. We have assigned an elder to pray for
each person on an ongoing basis so don’t be surprised if you are contacted soon by an elder so he can
“check in” for any prayer requests or just to see how you are doing. Don’t be shy about giving us
feedback also about anything on your mind!
We are excited to report that the we have had a strong turnout in the Men’s Ministry group
meetings recently. Pastor Greg is providing a class on discipleship as a first step towards making sure we
are equipped going forward.
We would also like to thank Stephanie Zaruba for taking over the leadership position with
Women’s Ministry. It sounds like they are putting a strong group together, so we are very excited about
that as well.
We are working on a strategy to consolidate some of our ministry teams to improve
communication and reduce the “load” on some of the ministry team leaders. More on that to come.
Finally, we appreciate the efforts of our Associate Pastor Search committee as they move forward
to find the man that God is preparing for us. We are hopeful and praying that our church finances will
rebound this fall so we can stay on track with our plans.
-Ted
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Some “Reflections” from Pastor Greg
A Word to the Wise … Weighing Our Words Carefully
Words matter! Normally words are intended to say
Some relevant reminders from God’s Word
and mean something specific—they present ideas and
put thoughts into our minds. Words can be
A gentle answer turns away wrath,
misunderstood and the old saying, “Sticks and stones
But a harsh word stirs up anger.
can break my bones, but words will never harm/hurt
The tongue of the wise makes knowledge acceptable,
me,” isn’t accurate—it’s often false and incorrect.
But the mouth of fools spouts folly.
Words are expressed by our voices when we speak, in
A soothing tongue is a tree of life,
what we write on paper, thru social media, in what we
But perversion in it crushes the spirit. {Proverbs 15:1—2, 4}
read, and possibly in other ways as well. When our
words are repetitive or become overused, it’s possible Pleasant words are a honeycomb,
that they begin to lose their emphasis. In addition to
Sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. {Proverbs 16:24}
this … over the course of time, many words have been
given a new perspective or a different definition. Some A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city,
words have become toxic or controversial because our And contentions are like the bars of a citadel.
With the fruit of a man's mouth his stomach will be filled;
society has become the authority over what’s right,
He will be satisfied with the product of his lips.
wrong, and acceptable. Other words, which years ago
seemed to be used in a more limited way or possibly
Death and life are in the power of the tongue,
had a more vulgar or pointed meaning have become
And those who love it will eat its fruit. {Proverbs 18:19—21}
too commonplace. It’s ironic that I don’t feel
comfortable giving examples in this article because the There is gold, and an abundance of jewels;
use of these terms bothers me and therefore, my main But the lips of knowledge are a more precious thing.
{Proverbs 20:15}
objective is to stress the absolute importance of
considering when we speak, how we speak, what we
Understand this, my brothers and sisters! Let every person
say, and why we should follow the advice of
be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger! … If
James 1:19 … 26.
someone thinks he is religious yet does not bridle his
Each of the other Bible passages in the insert is also
tongue, and in this is deceiving his/her heart, his religion is
very relevant to this discussion. Yes, if it’s possible this
futile. {James 1:19...26}
topic might be a good conversation to have with
But no one can tame the tongue; it’s a restless evil and full
someone else. Everyone could benefit from having an
honest dialogue about our words, and especially about of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and
the effort we make in listening carefully to others
with it we also curse people, who have been made in the
when we are engaged in personal discussions that
likeness of God. From the same mouth come both blessing
could be less comfortable when we actually dig deeper and cursing. My brothers and sisters, these things ought not
than the surface by allowing God’s Word to be the
to be this way. {James 2:8—10}
authority, rather than our personal opinions. Before I
close, please allow me to suggest three personal
applications from what I find in these passages included above. Maybe you can find some more as you look at these
verses!
1. In our technology—driven culture, our listening skills have been challenged—often they’ve decreased because
we’re being distracted by text messages, Twitter, Facebook or ???. When we talk with people, we’re tempted to
spend more time trying to determine what we’ll say next, even before we know what the other person said.
Suggestion: Pray for God’s help in learning to be quick to listen & to listen well.
2. James warns us that it’s practically impossible to bridle our tongues. He also instructs us to be “slow to speak.”
Suggestion: Ask God for the wisdom to knowing when to speak and what to say. Avoid temptation to filibuster.
3. Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.
Suggestion: Look for opportunities to encourage one another and pause before challenging or criticizing
someone to ask both God and yourself whether it’s necessary to say what you’re planning to say!
As always, with praise for His grace and prayer for His glory,

Pastor Greg

Missionary of the Month-Abigail Shansky
Destino, the Hispanic ministry of Cru, was born out of a dream that Latinos could
have a fun and energetic environment that would come together to celebrate
the love of Jesus Christ without sacrificing the unique expression of our cultural
heritage.
The world’s a challenging place. Let alone the BIG world out there! Poverty. Disease. War. Addiction. Divorce. Injustice and heartache all around. While a lot of
people want to change the world, sometimes it’s hard enough simply to manage,
let alone change, your own life!
We think Jesus knew what He was talking about when He said, “Apart from Me
you can do nothing.” We’ve discovered that He’s the sure source for hope,
change and power. Destino is a movement of college students who want to change the world…one life at a
time…with the only One who can do it.

¿Quieres conocer a Dios? The mission of Destino in Minneapolis is to journey with students and faculty to
follow Jesus and fulfill their God-given destiny. We are building a familia—a place to call home at U of M.
I am amazed by our God, Amen?? In light of a couple months of intense workload, I have been grateful to see
God's faithfulness through it all. He has opened doors for new students to come on the scene, and for older
students to take on ownership of being a disciple who makes disciples. I am immensely encouraged by the
faith steps these students are taking, and it has been a privilege to be a part of challenging them and watching.
I have seen God already open door after door to make it possible for a team of 15 team to go back to North
Africa/The Med, and I eagerly anticipate what He has prepared for us ahead as we head into the country. Due
to the nature of this being a closed country for mission work (meaning it is illegal to try to evangelize in this
country), and due to the fact that we want to invest as much time as we can in the mission, I will not be able to
provide updates to all of you throughout the month or communicate with you, and will also be deactivating my
social media. But I will certainly share all the updates as soon as I get back end so stay tuned.
Prayer Requests
•
Pray for this summer to be fruitful for growth for our students. And that God prepares their hearts and
incoming students for what he has planned for in the Fall.
•
Pray that this mission trip would serve as a launching pad for furthering God's kingdom work in this country
and in the lives of the staff and students going. Pray that this helps us all see God more clearly, and that we
would fall more and more deeply in love with Him and that it has a lasting impact on the rest of our lives
serving Christ. (Colossians 2:6-7, Ephesians 3:17-19)
I cannot WAIT to report back to you all that the Lord does. I know so much will be happening here in the US
while I am gone, so I look forward to hearing how God moves in your lives. Please pray, please share how I
can pray for you, and let us continue to make the good news of Jesus Christ known to the world!
Blessings,
Abigail Shansky
Cru-Destino
920-883-7236
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Our Mission here at Appleton Community EFC is to lead all people in a growing relationship with
Christ.
Growing together in Christ we value:
Biblical Truth
We depend on the Bible as our source of authority in what we
believe, what we teach, and how we live. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Worship
We believe that we are created by God to worship Him. Therefore, we live in worshipful
response to God’s character and activity. (Psalm 86:11)
Prayer
We believe that daily prayer is essential in the life of a believer and as such we pray with
expectancy knowing that God is actively involved in our world. (Colossians 4:2)
Evangelism
We believe in sharing the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ with honesty and humility.
(Matthew 28:19-20)
Fellowship
We believe that accountability, caring and a sense of belonging are essential for each believer to
grow in their relationship with Christ. (Philippians 2:1-4)
Encouragement
We believe we are responsible for caring for and encouraging one another.
(1 Thessalonians 5:11)

We’re on the Web!

Appleton Community Evangelical Free Church
2490 West Capitol Drive
Appleton, WI 54914
Phone 920-735-9971

Church Office Hours
Closed Mondays
Tuesday—Friday 10:00 am-4:00 pm
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