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March Forward 

Sunday, March 12 is when we move ahead into Spring. 
Set your clock one hour ahead before you go to bed 
Saturday, March 11. Here is what is coming up this  

month. 

Prayer 
 

The Prayer Team invites you to join us Sunday,         
March 12 and Sunday, March 26 from 9-9:45 am in the 
prayer room where we pray for requests from our 
church family. 
 

The first Wednesday of every month is set aside for 
Fasting and Prayer for all those who feel led. This 
month Fasting and Prayer is on Wednesday, March 1. 
 

Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, March 4 at 7:30 am at the Golden Corral in 

Grand Chute. Join us for great food and fellowship. 

All Church Family Fun Night 

Friday, March 3 from 6:30-8:00 pm. Join us if you are 

between 2-102 years old. You may get messy, you may 

win a prize! You WILL HAVE FUN and you WILL LAUGH! 

We will be serving ice cream and cookies. There will be 

Min-it To Win-it games. You can also bring your favorite 

board games. Join us for this evening of church family 

fun. 

Ongoing Bible Studies 

Women’s study of Philippians meets Monday nights at 

6:00 or Tuesday mornings at 9:00. 

Men’s study Wednesday mornings at 6:00. 
 

Awana 
Wednesdays at 6-7:30. All children are welcome. 
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Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 4 for Men's Breakfast. 
At Golden Corral in Grand Chute at 7:30.  

 

Men’s Breakfast 

 

Ministry News 
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Wednesday Morning Study 6-7:30AM 
 

Set your alarm!  All men are welcome to join us for our weekly Men’s study.  We will      
continue studying   “A Step by Step Guide for Rebuilding a Country” by Patrick Morley.  
The study consists of a 45 minute video followed a small group discussion.  This is a very 
practical study through Nehemiah that is relevant to all men.  Please join us whether you 
can make only one week or all of them as each study stands on its own. 

 

Topics By Week 
 March 1 – Creating Early Momentum: Dream Unbelievably Big, But Start Unbelievably Small 
 March 8 – 3 Keys to Overcome Opposition: Expect Opposition. Trust God. Take Responsibility 
March 15 –  What Can You Do When The Wow Wears Off?: What Bottleneck, If Removed Will Most     

Accelerate You Toward Your Goal? 
March 22 – What Getting A “Quick Win” Can Do For You?: Nothing Can Turn Doubters Into Allies Faster 

Than Getting A Quick Win. 
March 29 – Is America Ripe For Another Great Awakening?: Only God Can Send Revival But We Can    

Hasten The Day Through Humble, Repentant Prayer. 
 

Please plan to join us and live out some of our key values with other men: 
                          Biblical Truth, Fellowship, Prayer, Encouragement 

As always coffee and sweet rolls are provided! 
 
 

Looking ahead: Coming in April a three week series during the Sunday School hour focused on Fathering. 

Women’s Ministry Bible Study 

We will begin a study of the book of Philippians on Monday,  

March 6. There is no cost for this study just come with your Bible.  

We meet Mondays at 6:00 pm and Tuesdays at 9:00 am. Both  

classes cover the same material so just choose the one that works  

best for you. All women are welcome to join us. 

Helping Hands 
We have a new person who has volunteered to head up this 

much needed program for members of our congregation. 

Jeff Davis has agreed to step in and continue this service 

that has blessed many members of our church. 
 

There will be more details coming up so stay tuned.  
 

In the meantime if you have a need please let the church office know by 

email: office@applefreechurch.org. It will be passed on to Jeff. 
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Opportunities 

 

 

 Church Office Hours 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday 10:00 am-4:00 pm 

Wednesday 1:30 pm-7:30 pm 

Thursday and Friday 10:00 am-4:00 pm 

 

Pastor Greg’s Office Hours 
Tuesday & Thursday 10:00 am-4:00 pm 

Spring Serving Weekend 
Please pray consider a trip to the Lac 
Courte Oreilles reservation the weekend 
of April 28-30. Cost is $50.00. We will 
have groups leaving at 1:00 and 4:00 pm 
on Friday and we will return sometime 
late afternoon on Sunday. We will come 
along side the ministry of the Shack and 
help out with projects they set up.  
 

Everyone is welcome to come, kids and 
adults. Those under 17 are free. All those 
16 and under will need to have an adult 
who is responsible for them. 
 
 

There is information and a release form 
on the table in the lobby. If you have 
questions please contact Tim and Sue 
Diestler 851-3104 or 
diestlerts@aol.com.  
 

‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to 
one of the least of these my brothers and 

sisters, you were doing it to me!’ 
Matthew 25:40 

Discipleship 
 

Who do you follow? 
 

Recently I read an article asking the question ‘who do you follow?’  I thought of a political party due to the 
season we’re in, a media network, a service group, and even an agenda I’ve planned for myself. If you are 
asked this question your answers probably are different than mine.  
 

This article went on to remind me, however, as a Christian believer, nothing is more important than       
following Christ.  This begs the question ‘why do I follow Christ?’  Personally I answer it this way.  I was told 
about Jesus by people who were concerned for me.  Through their intentionality and a relationship with 
me I was discipled into the family of Jesus Christ.  
 

This discipleship was and continues to be based on two key facts, Jesus is my Savior (I Timothy 2:3-4) and 
Jesus is my Lord (Romans 14:8). Galatians 2:20 calls us to be disciples making disciples like the concerned 
people willing to disciple me.  God bless you in your disciple making.   
 

Tom Deason 

mailto:diestlerts@aol.com
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Thanks to Pastor Greg for kicking off his messages on our core values.  Why did 
we choose Biblical truth as our first and most important?  Without the truth of God’s 
perfect plan for our salvation, our faith means nothing.  Jesus Christ is the heart of our 
faith but unfortunately we live in a world that has attacked and mocked the truth of 
our desperate need for an intercessor and the wonderful provision that the Father  
provided in His Son.  How foolish we must appear to the world (1 Corinthians 1:18).  
Sadly, even the majority of Christians today are not being taught the full sufficiency of 
Christ’s redemptive sacrifice on the cross and strive to work their way to eternal life.   

It is finished.  Jesus’s words signaled the end of His mission and the temple veil 
was torn in two.  Access. The way to the Father has been paved through the death of His son.  It is a free gift.  
There is nothing we could ever do to be worthy of this; to earn this so that man can boast (Ephesians 2:8).   
Our sin had left us helpless, beyond hope.   

Can it really be this incredible?  Even the early church struggled with the immenseness of the Father’s 
grace.  In Paul’s letter to the Galatians, he was absolutely livid when he addressed the church clinging to the 
requirements of the law instead of the gift that can only be received through faith.  Yet even today people  
reject God’s perfect plan or insist upon useless works that must be done in addition to Christ’s work on the 
cross for their salvation.  When Jesus said “It is finished”, He didn’t mean the first step in a 12 step plan.  Man 
cannot alter or improve upon the Fathers masterpiece.  It is like walking into the Sistine Chapel, staring at the 
ceiling and telling Michelangelo he missed a spot!  

 

We do not follow Jesus in love and obedience to try and earn our way into eternal life.  We follow our 

Savior in response to what He did for us.  We pattern our lives after Jesus because He died for us.  In John 

14:15, Jesus proclaimed that if we love Him, we will obey His commands.  Is that too much to ask in return?      

I don’t think so.  For that reason, we live in response to His will, filled with His spirit.  The second of our core 

values is our reason for being: to worship and glorify God.  

We have also been given the privilege to bring all our cares and concerns to the throne of the father in 

prayer, our third core value.  That is our lifeline.  How can we know God’s will for us if we do not communicate 

with Him in prayer?  Prayer is vital to sustaining our relationship with Him.  God’s word invites us to cast our 

anxieties on Him because He cares for us.  He is available 24/7 and wants to carry our burdens.  Jesus does not 

suggest the possibility to His disciples that they will experience troubles in this world, He guarantees it.  We 

live in the same world.  We must be in prayer for one another as well as the world around us.  His word in-

structs us to do so. 
 

We have been given this gift of salvation through Jesus Christ and given the Spirit to lead (and      

sometimes carry) us.  Let’s love our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and love one another.  

Let’s seek His face and live in worshipful response to what He has done for us.  Let’s also be committed to 

spreading the truth of His wonderful gift to the hurting world around us.  Who doesn’t need to hear good 

news?  Evangelism, our next core value. 
 

May our lives reflect the glory of our Savior. 
 

Ted 

Elders Report 



 

 

Awana Schedule 

 March 1-Double 

Doozy Night 

(double the points 

& double the fun-

you could even 

dress up as twins; 

Help for the  

Homeless Drive) 

 March 8–            

Undercover Night  

(wear a fake    

mustache or silly 

disguise; Help for 

the Homeless 

Drive) 

 March 15-Lucky 

Charm Night (wear 

green for St.     

Patrick’s Day) 

 March 22-Rain Gear 

Night (As Christians 

we can weather 

any storm with the 

Lord to guide us. 

Dress in your best 

or craziest rain 

gear. A good      

umbrella will do. 

Incentive Night!! 

AWANA Store!!)  

 March 29– No Club 

Youth & Children’s Ministry 

We will be moving into the New Testament, the book of Matthew, 
on March 5 for all Children's and Youth ministries. Starting in March 
families are encouraged to utilize the Gospel Project Family App. 
This app is filled with games, verses, and review of the lesson.  
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Time to Shop!  Our AWANA clubbers are saving their points to shop at 
the AWANA store.  We are looking for donations of small prizes such as 
small stuffed animals, games, school  
supplies, books, toys, etc.  The AWANA 
store will be March 22nd and donations 
can be dropped off any time.  
 
 
 
Awards Ceremony!  Everyone is invited to share in the excitement and 
join in on celebrating and recognizing our clubbers hard work this 
year.  Mark your calendars for April 12 at 6 pm.  Cake will be served     
following the ceremony.   



Is “madness” a good or a bad thing? What creates a sense of “madness” in your life or among 
your family members and friends? This month marks the annual celebration of the excitement 
and enthusiasm that surrounds the NCAA Basketball Tournament. Please bear with me as I use 
this “trademark” term as a springboard for some thoughts I’ll express/explain at the conclusion 

of this article. But first …  

In the late 1980’s the NCAA and CBS began using this title, March Madness, for the annual   
Division 1 Basketball Tournament when broadcaster/journalist Brent Musburger “borrowed” 
it. He had heard it used during his collegiate education and early years as a sports journalist in 
Chicago. Apparently, this title was developed back in 1939 by an Illinois administrator as a   
description for the state basketball tournament run by the Illinois High School Association 

(IHSA). They used the term for almost 40 years before making it official in 1977 by establishing a contract with 
several advertisers who helped sponsor the state tournament. Initially, other states and the IHSA took legal 
action against one of the corporate sponsors on CBS during the NCAA tournament. An agreement was struck 
and now the term is owned as a joint venture between the IHSA and the NCAA called the March Madness  
Athletic Association, which now holds all trademark rights to the term. That illustrates a lot of madness over 
the idea of “madness!”  

One more story … Several years ago I had a friend who grew up in a church where   
watching broadcast television was discouraged. Many of the families 
owned TV’s for the sake of watching educational videos and approved 
movies, but they were not normally used for watching anything telecast 
by the broadcast networks. However, during the time of “March Madness,” either an      
exception was made—or the church rules were broken because they would set up         

temporary antennas so they could watch the IHSA and NCAA basketball tournaments. More madness about 
the “madness” …  

What brings or initiates excitement, enthusiasm, or “madness” in your life? Most of you know by now that, 
along with matters that relate to my family, the two things that create a sense of enthusiasm or excitement 
for me are sports and Bible/Gospel—centered ministry. And please believe me when I say that sports takes a 
back seat by far—even during March Madness or the World Series! That brings me to this …  

Recently I had a very deep conversation with a pastor from another church that isn’t very closely aligned 
with what we would believe. Their belief system includes a great amount of truth surrounding the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but they don’t hold the Bible as their sole source of truth like we do—they add other sources of author-
ity to establish their doctrine and theology. When I asked this pastor whether he could give anyone certainty 
or confidence about salvation and forgiveness from sin, he wouldn’t budge from the idea that a person can 
never have assurance of heaven. To me that is “madness!”   

We live in a culture where our biblical beliefs are questioned and contradicted on a daily basis. It is more 
important than ever that we avoid the “madness” that surrounds us and keep our eyes on God’s Word as the 
essential source of authority and Truth. Keep in mind for ourselves and for those with whom we speak: For by 
grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God; it is not from works, so 
that no one can boast. For we are His Divine Masterpieces, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works 
that God prepared beforehand so we may do them. {Ephesians 2:8—10} We have His Word and it gives us 
great assurance that overcomes all the madness of a culture that challenges our values!  

 
With prayer for God’s glory & praise for His grace,  
Pastor Greg  
  
 

A Word From Pastor Greg-March Madness: Describing More Than a Basketball Tournament?   
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Join us for: 

Sage advice 

Encouragemint 

Thymely inspiration 
 

This is a day for women and their friends. 
 

We will be planting herb gardens so bring a container of your choice. We will supply the dirt 

and seeds as well as ideas about what to plant.  
 

Our speakers are women from our own church family sharing their hearts. 
 

We will provide breakfast treats, lunch and a dessert bar to wind up the day.  

 

Cost is $15.00. A sign-up sheet is in the lobby.  

 

If you have questions or want more information call Mary in the church office: 920-735-9971 

or ask a member of our Women’s Ministry Team. 

“Seasoned With 
Joy” 

Women’s Mini 
Retreat 

April 1 9:00-3:00 



Appleton Community Evangelical Free Church 
2490 West Capitol Drive 

Appleton, WI 54914 
Phone 

920-735-9971 

We’re on the Web! 
applefreechurch.org 

Our Mission here at Appleton Community EFC is to lead all people 

in a growing relationship with Christ.  

Growing together in Christ we value: 

Biblical Truth  
We depend on the Bible as our source of authority in what we  
believe, what we teach, and how we live. (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

Worship 

We believe that we are created by God to worship Him. Therefore, we live in worshipful 

response to God’s character and activity. (Psalm 86:11) 

Prayer 

       We believe that daily prayer is essential in the life of a believer and as such we pray with       
expectancy knowing that God is actively involved in our world. (Colossians 4:2) 

Evangelism 
       We believe in sharing the good news of our Lord Jesus Christ with honesty and humility.       

(Matthew 28:19-20) 

Fellowship 
We believe that accountability, caring and a sense of belonging are essential for each       
believer to grow in their relationship with Christ. (Philippians 2:1-4) 

Encouragement 
We believe we are responsible for caring for and encouraging one another.  
(1 Thessalonians 5:11) 


