
 

 
December 20156     

Following Jesus…Engaging People  

Inside this 
issue 

Ministry Updates ..... 2 

Holiday Services ...... 3 

Elders Report ………...4 

Christmas Program .. 5 

A Word From Pastor 
Greg……………...…….6-7 

Children/Youth…......8 

Save the Date 

 Christmas Eve       
Candlelight Service 
5:00 pm 

 Sunday, January 29 
Celebrate Life Baby 
Shower right after 
church 

Welcome December 

As we focus on preparation for Christmas and the celebration 
of our Savior’s birth, we have many opportunities to gather as 
a community. Here is what is happening this month: 

Prayer 
 

The Prayer Team invites you to join us Sunday, December 4 
and Sunday, December 18 from 9-9:45 am in the prayer 
room where we pray for our church and any needs. 
 

Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday December 3 at 7:30 am at the Golden Corral in 

Grand Chute. Join us for great food and fellowship 

Christmas Tea 

Saturday December 3 from 11:30 am-1:00 pm. Join us for 

wonderful food and an inspiring message. Contact Roberta 

Selle for details 920-727-9682 

Christmas Program 

Join us Sunday, December 11 for our Children and Youth 

Christmas Program during our regular Worship at 10:00 am. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Pause during the holiday rush and come for a time of worship 

and celebration 5:00 pm Saturday, December 24. 

REMEMBER THERE WILL BE NO SERVICE ON SUNDAY, DE-

CEMBER 25. 

New Year’s Day Communion Service 

What better way begin the year than around the Lord’s Table. 

We invite you come and join us for this special time Sunday, 

January 1 at 10:00 am. 
 

Awana 
Wednesdays from 6-7:30. All children are welcome. 
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Women’s Bible Study  

Women’s Bible Study is on a 

break until January 9th when we 

will  begin the Beth Moore study 

“Entrusted.” This is a study of the 

book of 2 Timothy. 

We meet Monday nights from      

6-8:30 pm and Tuesday mornings 

from 9-10:30 am. Cost is $15.00. 

Contact Mary Noggle for details; 

920-735-9971. 

Men’s Breakfast Saturday, December 3 at the Golden Corral in Grand Chute. 
We will begin at 7:30 am and be done around 9:00 am. Contact Marv Schau-
land for more information. Watch the website for updates throughout the 
month as they become available. 

We would love to have you join us for the Tea on Saturday, December 3 
from 11:30a-1:30p. Come for the friendship, fun, excellent food, and 
wonderful message.  

Student Ministries 

Men’s Breakfast 

Our Sunday School classes have been participating in the Gospel    
Project. The District Youth Conference ("Districts") will be held        
January 6, 7 and 8in the K I Convention Center, Green Bay. We have a 
great group going. Lisa Schodorf has information if you are interested 
in joining them for this time of relationship building, training and fun. 
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Web Page Is Up! 

  
 

Our new web page is up and ready for updates, pictures, videos etc. anything that will help to share  more 
about who we are. A big thank you to everyone who helped. 
 

Jesse MacDonald will be the one updating our information. Let’s be sure to keep our web page current and 
vibrant. “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, knowing that from the 
Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve.” Colossians 3:23-24 
This includes social media! 
 

Please let Mary in the office know when you have updates, photos or an event and she will see that Jesse 
gets the information. 

We are looking to expand our 
library with child appropriate 
books and DVDs.  If you have 
items for young children's   
enjoyment including slightly 
used or new Christian          
children's materials, we are 
looking to include these in our 
library  for children to use in 
church or check out for home use. If you have any questions 
please contact Tom Deason at thdeason@yahoo.com or call     
920-257-6305. 

Thank you! 

Library 

mailto:thdeason@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is encouraged to come for this                        
special time of worship as we take a break from the 

hectic pace of getting ready for Christmas by pausing 
to honor our Lord & Savior, Emmanuel!         

                                            

Invite family, friends, neighbors, & co-workers.             
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Holiday Services 

Church Office Closed 
Friday December 23 and Tuesday 

December 27 for Christmas       

Weekend. 

 

Have a joyous and blessed         

Christmas. 

Regular Church Office 

Hours 
Closed Mondays 

Tuesday 10:00 am-4:00 pm 

Wednesday 1:30 pm-7:30 pm 

Thursday & Friday 10:00 am-4:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

Join Us Sunday, January 1 2017 

Worship & Communion 

10:00 am 

There will be children’s programs during the worship 

service as usual. 

 

Please Remember 
There is no Worship Service 

Christmas Day 

Sunday, December 25 

 

Enjoy time with your family  

and rejoice in God’s gift of 

 

Jesus 



As we pray to our 

God and Father 

about you, we think 

of your faithful 

work, your loving 

deeds, and the 

enduring hope you 

have because of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

1 Thessalonians 1:3 

Elders Report 

 

As I write this report, the weather forecasters are trying to make sense of 
the extended warmth here this fall.  Some call this a “hang over” from the 
El Nino of last winter.  The grass is green, the snow has barely dusted the 
ground, and the warmth extends into December.  We worry about the 
effects of a changing climate.   I am always comforted, however, as we toss 
around our worries about the weather, our political leadership, or the     
divide in our country, or a world awash in war and conflict that we seek 
safety not in our leadership, but in knowing our heavenly fate is secured 
already by the work of Jesus Christ at Calvary.  And our God is never-
changing.  We are secure in His love for us, and his plans for us. 
 
December is upon us, and our church family is busy in celebrating God’s 
love with the women’s Christmas tea, the children’s and youth Christmas 
program, and many other activities.  Thank you for all the planning and 
work that goes into these events.  The “magic of the Christmas season” is 
nigh. Sayings such as “Holiday greetings to you all” or “Season’s greetings” 
adorn our Christmas cards.    For us, as foreigners in this culture, we know 
of the true magic, oh so different than that offered by the culture.  We are 
so rich in material gifts from living in this country, yet the great gift of our 

U.S. Constitution is the freedom we have to worship. We can send and receive cards with “Christ is born” or “Silent 
Night,” illustrated with the babe and the Virgin Mary.   Thank God for that gift from our founders.  How sweet that 
we can freely celebrate God’s immense love for us.    
 
The Apostle Paul writes in Philippians, “If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any     
comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy    
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in Spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only 
to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”  So from our hearts we overflow with gratitude for 
Christ’s coming and completed work.  Let us look to the interest of others.    There are so many of our friends and 
relatives who are struggling, without knowledge of Christ, who have empty hearts at a time the Christmas season 
pronounces they should be happy.  Please take the time this season to stop, look at a friend in the eyes, listen with 
sensitive hearts, and ask “How are you doing?”  Care for the interest of these, God’s lost children, and share the 
greatest gift of all this season—that Jesus Christ offers hope and salvation.  God commands us to share the good 
news; it is my prayer that we can be emboldened by the Holy Spirit to share our faith, and reach the lost. What a 
great time and season for that! 
 
Rob Fox 
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U.S. Constitution is the freedom we have to worship. We can send and receive cards with “Christ is born” or “Silent 
Night,” illustrated with the babe and the Virgin Mary.   Thank God for that gift from our founders.  How sweet that 

pronounces they should be happy.  Please take the time this season to stop, look at a friend in the eyes, listen with 
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�Go Tell It 

 

Join  us for our ACEFC Christmas Program which will be on Sunday, December 

11th during our regular service time at 10:00 am! 
 

***Dec. 4: We will be having a big practice for the Christmas Program during church. So please make 

every effort to have your children/youth at church on Dec. 4.*** 
 

 

ATTENTION!  

 
Dec. 11: Christmas Program! The program will start at 10:00 am.  

*No Sunday School, due to the final practice.  
*Final practice ages 5-youth, please be at church by 8:15. 

*Final practice 18 mo-4 yr., please be at church by 9:00 am. 
*No infant room will be open, due to the program. 

 
Questions, please ask. Invite friends and family! 
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Several Christmas Musings to Consider 
 
Once again this month instead of writing a regular article for our newsletter, I’d like to use some quips, 
quotes, & questions to provide some food for thought as we enter the Christmas season. I hope this can be 
an encouragement to any who happen to read it.  

The Story Behind Silent Night In 1818, a traveling theatre group was performing in towns throughout the 
Austrian Alps. On December 23 they arrived at a village near Salzburg where they were to “perform” the 
Christmas story in the Church of St. Nicholas. However, the church’s organ wasn't working and could not be 
repaired before Christmas. Instead their Christmas drama was done in a private home. This made assistant 
pastor Josef Mohr think more deeply about Christmas than usual and walking home that night, Mohr took a 
longer path, looking over a hill near the village. This amazing view reminded him of the Christmas play he 
had just seen and he recalled a poem he had written years before. That poem was about the night when 
angels announced the birth of the long-awaited Messiah to shepherds on a hillside. 
     Mohr recognized how those words could make a good carol for the congregation to sing at their       
Christmas eve service. But … he didn't have any music for the poem. The next morning Mohr went to see 
the church organist, Franz Gruber. Gruber only had an afternoon to come up with a melody so the carol 
could be sung with a guitar. By that evening, Gruber had managed to compose “music” for the poem. Now 
they had a Christmas carol that could be sung without that organ. 
     On Christmas Eve, 1818, Gruber and Mohr introduced “Silent Night” and weeks later, organ builder Karl 
Mauracher came to fix the church’s organ. When Mauracher finished, he asked Gruber to test the            
instrument and he began playing the simple melody he had written for the Christmas poem. Deeply         
impressed, Mauracher took copies of the music and words of "Silent Night" back to his own village, Kapfing 
and there, it became part of their Christmas season tradition. A family musical group spread the carol 
across northern Europe and in 1834, they performed "Silent Night" for King Frederick William IV of Prussia, 
and he then ordered his cathedral choir to sing it every Christmas eve. 

Galatians 4:4—5 But when the fullness of the time 
came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law, so that He might redeem 
those who were under the Law, that we might  
receive the adoption as sons.  
 
The birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, took 
place in a relatively remote location, at what 
might have seemed to be an inconvenient time, 
without a lot of attention or excitement from 
those within Bethlehem, and under unique        
circumstances. But this was all part of God’s 
long—standing plan to save us from the power, 
penalty, and problem of sin! 
 
In what ways does this strengthen or encourage 
your trust and assurance that God is in control?  

Christmas Has a Powerful Message! During the        
legendary Christmas truce of 1914, English and 
German soldiers stopped fighting one another, 
met in the "no man's land" between their armies,    
traded goods, sang Christmas carols, and even 
played soccer. By Joshua Nickel, in his book: The 
Reign of Grace and the End of Sin in Your Life 
 
 

 
"Christmas can be a maze of commercialism if we 
let it. Instead, let's make it a moment of clarity in 
which we view our sometimes confusing and 
threatening world against the back drop of God's 
gift to us: the Prince of Peace who was announced 
by angels on that original 'midnight clear'." David 
Jeremiah 

A Word From Pastor Greg 
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 A Word From Pastor Greg-continued 

Twenty years after "Silent Night" was written, the song was brought to the United States, where it was 
performed outside New York City's Trinity Church. Finally in 1863, "Silent Night" was translated into    
English (by either Jane Campbell or John Young). Today the words of "Silent Night" are sung in more than 
300 different languages around the world. 
 
With prayer for God’s glory & praise for His grace, especially in this special season as we celebrate Our 
Savior’s birth, 
Pastor Greg 
 



Everyone has been hard at work on the Christmas Program. We look for-

ward to sharing it on December 11. 

All ages continue to be busy with the Gospel Project curriculum as we see 

Jesus in Genesis. 

Please pray with us during this holiday season that: 

 That the Real Meaning of Christmas is shared. 

 That hearts are opened to hear Truth! 

 Please pray for the hurting families, this can be a hard time for many. 

 Please pray for new families to visit ACEFC :) 

 Please pray for our country, and the safety of our law enforcement.  

Youth and Children’s Ministry 

Awana Schedule 

 December 7– Crazy 

Sock Night (Incentive 

Night!! Ice Cream So-

cial!) 

 December 21– Silly 

Hat Night 

 December 21-

Christmas Party Night. 

Come dressed as your   

favorite nativity char-

acter or animal or 

symbol from the 

Christmas story 

 December 28 - NO 

CLUB 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Appleton Community Evangelical Free Church 
2490 West Capitol Drive 

Appleton, WI 54914 
Phone 

920-735-9971 

AWANA 

The AWANA kids had a great November. It was a time to be 

thankful. The AWANA kids brought canned goods for the local food 

panty , made cards of appreciation for the AWANA volunteers and 

had a chance to discuss what they are thankful for.  

 

There are only three club nights in December and they will be filled 

with fun. Check out the AWANA Schedule on the left for what’s 

coming up in December. 

Our Mission here at Appleton Community Evangelical Free church is to enable every Christ follower to 
be: 
 Grounded in essential Scriptural doctrines 
 Equipped to love and know Christ intimately through God’s word and time in prayer 
 Engaging all people in a spirit of love 
 Connecting in humbleness and accountability with one another 
 Serving according to their God given gifts and passion 

We’re on the Web! 
applefreechurch.org 


